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THE INDIAN REGIMENTS 
IN THE BATTLE OF PEA RIDGE’ 


By Roy A. Clifford 


With the outbreak of the Civil War the Confederacy immediately 
sought alliances with the Indian Nations. It was believed by many 
Southerners that the large herds of cattle of the Indians would be 
sufficient to feed the entire Confederate army. Also, it was hoped 
that the Nations would furnish many troops for the Confederate 
cause. 


The Confederacy appointed Albert Pike as Commissioner to the 
Indians. Pike was well known and well liked by the Indians, and 
was undoubtedly an excellent choice for this position. Pike took his 
proposals to the Cherokees but his efforts were unsuccessful because 
of the desire for neutrality on the part of John Ross and his many 
followers. Pike then turned to the other Nations where he was suc- 
cessful in obtaining the desired treaties. He then made treaties with 
the Kiowas, Wichitas, and Comanches whereby the South was to 
furnish certain goods and the Indians were to stop their depreda- 
tions against the virtually undefended ranches and farms of Northern’ 
Texas. 


By the time Pike had negotiated these treaties the weight of 
opinion in the Cherokee Nation had swung to the South, and Pike 
then hurried to Park Hill where his treaty with the Cherokees was 
concluded. 


Upon the completion of the treaties Pike reported to the Con- 
federate capital. On November 22, 1861, the following order was 
issued: ‘‘The Indian Country west of Arkansas and north of Texas 
is constituted the Department of. Indian Territory, and Brigadier 
General Albert Pike, with the Provisional Army, is assigned to the 
command of the same...’ Pike thereupon returned to Indian 
Territory to aid in the task of raising troops. 


In May of 1861 the Secretary of War for the Confederacy 
had empowered Douglas H. Cooper, a former agent to the Choctaws 
and Chickasaws, to raise among these two tribes a regiment of 
mounted rifles with Cooper to have the command of them. The same 
communication stated the intention to raise similar regiments among 
the others of the Five Civilized Tribes. 


ae Mieotealled the Battle of Elkhorn Tavern, Arkansas. (March 6-8, 1862.) 
2 Article 7 of Special Order 234, (Official Records of the Rebellion, Vol. Il, 
P. 690). 
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; Cooper found the tribes cooperative and in July reported that 
his regiment was ready to receive its arms. Recruiting among the 
other tribes moved steadily forward until it was estimated that 
there were some six thousand troops under Pike in March of 1862.3 


__ On January 10, 1862, the Trans-Mississippi District was estab- 
lished and Major General Earl Van Dorn placed in command. This 
district embraced Indian Territory, Arkansas and adjacent ter- 
ritory. This order did not state whether Pike’s authority in Indian 
Territory was to be superseded by that of Van Dorn or that Pike 
was to maintain authority over his particular territory. This later 
caused Pike to feel bitter towards some of his fellow officers. 


On February 18, 1862, General Samuel R. Curtis entered Spring- 
field, Missouri, and the Southern Army under General Price was 
forced to retreat hastily into Arkansas. On February 22 word 
reached General Van Dorn of Price’s retreat, and his subsequent en- 
campment in the Boston Mountain district in Arkansas. General 
Van Dorn decided that he should take personal command of the 
battle which seemed imminent.? 


Van Dorn found his army encamped southwest of Fayetteville 
and the Federal forces located about fifty miles from his army. 
Van Dorn ordered an attack. On March 3, 1862, he sent the follow- 
ing instructions to Pike: 


.... press on with your whole force along the Cane Hill road, so 
as to fall in rear of our army.® The general commanding desires that you 
will hasten up with all possible dispatch and in person direct the march 
of your command, including Stand Watie’s, McIntosh’s, and Drew’s regi- 
ments. ... so that your command will be near Elm Springs (marching by 
the shortest route) day after tomorrow afternoon.® 


Pike led his regiments toward the Southern forces. He had. been 
held up over the payment of troops and the stipulations of the 
treaties with the Indians whereby the South was not to use Indian 
troops outside of the Territory.” On March 4 Pike, with a squadron 
of Texas cavalry and the Creek regiment of mounted rifles under 
Col. D. N. McIntosh, overtook the Cherokee Regiment under Col. 
Stand Watie. On March 6 the Cherokee regiment under Col. Drew 
was overtaken: and a few hours later the regiments caught up with 
the rear of the advancing army.’ Pike encamped within two miles of 
Camp Stephens, some eight miles northeast of Bentonville. 


3 Wiley Britton, The Civil War on the Border, P. 214. (This estimate includes 
the Texas regiment under Pike) ; ‘ 

4 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, 8, 749. 

5 [bid., 763, 764. 

6 Ibid., 764. ; 

iad Treaty, Article 36, (Dale and Rader, Readings in Oklahoma History, 


6.) 
8 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8 ,287. 
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Van Dorn ordered a general advance at 8 o’clock but Pike, 
who was to follow McCulloch’s troops, did not receive these orders 
until 9:30. An engagement between some advance troops from 
General Price’s command and some Federal troops had already been 
fought.2 General Curtis had sent out parties early on the sixth to 
cut timbers so as to obstruct ‘‘ .... the enemy having too many 
approaches and to erect filled works to increase the strength of my 
forces... . 7710 Pike, when he received his orders from General ” 
Van Dorn, immediately inquired of McCulloch as to when the road 
would be open to him and was informed the road would be clear by 
12 o’clock. Pike overtook McCulloch’s forces but had to wait until 
sunrise until McCulloch’s infantry could cross Sugar Creek on a 
small rail bridge! After crossing Sugar Creek, Pike followed closely 
in the rear of McCulloch until halted at Pea Ridge. . Meanwhile 
Price’s advance had been held up by the obstructions placed by the 
Union troops and he did not reach Telegraph Road until 10:00 on 
the morning of the seventh. 


Pea Ridge, where Pike was halted, was some two or three miles 
north of Sugar Creek. General Curtis described the area as fol- 
lows: “‘.... The valley of the creek is low, and from a quarter to a 
half mile wide. The hills are high on both sides, and the worn road 
from Fayetteville by Cross Hollow to Deetsville intercepts the valley 
nearly at right angles.’’!* Northeast of Pea Ridge a ‘‘high mountain’’ 
stood out and beyond it ran Telegraph Road. There were ‘‘rough 
and rocky’’ gorges near the road and Pea Ridge itself was fairly 
level? Southwest of Hlkhorn Tavern was a heavily wooded tract 
of land of about one hundred acres.!4 Pea Ridge runs in an east- 
west direction and fronted on Hlkhorn Tavern and Telegraph Road. 
Between Pea Ridge and Sugar Creek was a broken stretch of ground 
covered partially by dense thickets of oaks. The Federal forces 
were camped and had fortifications readied on Sugar Creek. 


While Pike was waiting near the west end of Pea Ridge the 
Ninth Texas Cavalry countermarched to the rear. Pike was told 
that he was to follow this group. McCulloch was beginning an at- 
tack on the Federal flank and the Indian troops followed. The 
troops moved southward off the Bentonville road into some wooded 
hills. Pike was told that they were to march some four and one- 
half miles south to the little town of Leetown which lay some two 
miles to the south of the Federal position on Sugar Creek. Pike’s 
men were to form behind the infantry, dismount, and charge with 


9 [bid., 283. 

10 [bid., 195. 

11Fred W. Allsopp, Life Story of Albert Pike (Parke-Harper News Service, 
Little Rock, Ark., 1920). 

12 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 197. 

13 [bid., 293. 

14 Wiley Britton, The Civil War on the Border, 221. 


The Indian Regiments in the Battle of Pea Ridge 317 


the infantrymen.4> The troops had marched nearly a mile from 
the road, following a trail running beside some wooded land and a 
field, when they came upon a detachment of Federal cavalry sup- 
porting a battery of three guns. The battery was 300 yards directly 
in front of them. Pike formed his command of about 1,000 troops 
(all Indian but one squadron) behind a fence. The enemy’s fire 
was rapidly wiping out their cover when Col. Watie’s regiment on 
foot and Col. Drew’s regiment on horseback with a part of the Texas 
regiment charged the battery and in a short skirmish sueceeded in 
routing the Union forces and capturing the guns. Pike dispatched 
the guns into the woods but was unable to send them to the rear due 
to the loss of battery horses. Pike lost three killed, and two wounded.16 


Meanwhile, Curtis had learned of Van Dorn’s strategy and 
had ordered a change of front and a detachment of cavalry, light 
artillery and infantry to march towards Leetown. Curtis was wor- 
ried about the Confederate flanking movement and said that ‘‘.. . .The 
fate of the battle depended on success against this flank movement 
of the enemy, and here near Leetown was the place to break it 
down.’’!7 


Shortly after noon Col. Watie discovered another battery with 
infantry to their front. Pike endeavored to have the Indians milling 
around the captured guns turn them on the Federal troops, but the 
Indians would not assist in this effort. 


«'.. At this moment the enemy sent two shells into the field, and the 
Indians retreated hurriedly into the woods out of which they had made 
the charge. Well aware that they would not face shells in the open 
ground, I directed them to dismount, take their horses to the rear, and 
each take to a tree,J8 and this was done by both regiments, the men thus 
awaiting patiently the expected advance of the enemy, who now and for 
two hours and a half afterwards, until perhaps twenty minutes before 
the action ended, continued to fire shot and shell into the woods where 
the Indians were, from their battery in front, but never advanced.19” 


Pike reported the value of the Indian regiments in this action in 
keeping the enemy battery engaged. 


Tt was during this time that McCulloch and General McIntosh 
were killed. McCulloch was shot by a skirmisher of the Thirty-sixth 
Tllinois as he rode through the brush of the northern edge of the 
field.22. McIntosh was killed near the same place.” 


15 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 287. 

16 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 288. 

17 [bid., 199. 

18 Pike, undoubtedly, only meant for the troops to find shelter; not for each 
to climb a tree as one author asserts. (Abel, Indian as Participant in the Civil War, 
oe 19 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 289. 

20 [bid., 226. 

21 [bid., 303. 


318 Chronicles of Oklahoma 


Confederate artillery finally pulled the fire away from Pike’s 
section of the woods and Pike, in order to see more of the battle, 
went out into the open ground nearer the conflict. Pike had received 
no orders from anyone since his first engagement was commenced.” 


About 8 o’clock Pike was informed of the death of Generals 
McCulloch and McIntosh and took command. Pike was at a sore dis- 
advantage since he knew nothing of the terrain nor the position of 
the remnants of McCulloch’s forces. The battle had faded to minor 
proportions and Pike, finding his position open to attack, decided 
that the best course to follow would be to organize the scattered 
troops and attempt to join Van Dorn’s main army. Pike was unable 
to ascertain the whereabouts of other troops who had taken part in 
the battle and supposed that they had retreated along the line of 
their advance. 


Pike marched to the Bentonville road and followed it ‘‘in per- 
fect order’’ to Telegraph Road. However, his order to retreat had 
not been received by Col. Drew who had remained in the woods for 
some time before marching to Camp Stephens. 


This action of Pike’s was wisely executed but left confusion 
among those with whom he could not communicate. Col. Greer of 
the Third Texas Cavalry said that when he was left in command 
‘‘My first inquiry was for Brigadier General Pike. I was informed 
that he had left the field, and, as I afterward learned, with a great 
portion of the division.’’?? 


When Pike reached headquarters late that night, Van Dorn had 
discovered that the ammunition was dangerously low and that the 
ordnance wagons could not be found.24 Van Dorn went ahead with 
his plans for the battle. 


Col. Cooper with the regiment of Choctaws and Chickasaws and 
Col. MeIntosh with 200 men of the Creek regiment had not arrived 
in time to meet the enemy and, when they caught the retreating 
Southern train at Camp Stephens, they remained with it until it 
reached Elm Springs. 


The morning of the eighth, Pike sent the Texas squadron back 
to one of the Texas regiments and ordered the Cherokee regiment 
under Stand Watie to a position behind Elkhorn Tavern. This 
group was to observe the enemy’s actions in that sector.25 Pike 
accompanied Watie’s regiment. After watching the Federal troops 
which were in open view for two hours, Pike returned to head- 
quarters to report that there was no flanking movement on the part 


22 Tbid., 289. 

23 Official Records of the Rebeilion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 293. 

24 Ibid., 284. 

25 Van Dorn had probably intended using Col. Watie’s group as scouts, only, 
when he ordered them to join him. 
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of the Federal troops. At headquarters he was informed that both 
General Van Dorn and General Price were in the field and tried to 
find them. On his way to their position he met a detachment who 
informed him that orders had been given to fall back. There had 
been a fierce artillery battle beginning early in the morning. Van 
Dorn and Price had placed most of their forces on Pea Ridge over- 
looking the Federal positions. When the Federal artillery got the 
range of the Confederate entrenchments, the secessionists had to 
withdraw for the heavy fire was killing the battery horses, exploding 
ammunition chests and causing general disorganization. In this ac- 
tion Captain Clark was killed. Curtis had his left battery working 
over this main force and in the meantime his center and right bat- 
teries were shelling the heavily timbered tract in front of Elkhorn 
Tavern where the Southern infantry were deployed. The battery 
fire was so heavy that the Southern troops were forced gradually 
back to the Tavern and then beyond it.26 The army was reorganized 
and a general withdrawal ordered around 10:00 A.M. 


When the infantry marched to the rear, Col. Watie ordered the 
retreat of his regiment from their observation posts. Pike had 
heard cheering before he learned of the retreat and supposed it came 
from the Confederates; upon learning that the ‘‘field was full of 
Federals’’ and both Van Dorn and Price had not been seen he im- 
mediately sent an order to Stand Watie to fall back.27 This order 
had not reached Stand Watie which accounts for his troops remain- 
ing long after there was need for them. Two hundred were de- 
tailed to aid with the ammunition train; however, the train left be- 
fore the Indians reached the site appointed and the Indians hastened 
to rejoin the rest of the regiment southwest of Fayetteville.” 


Pike had fallen in with a party of artillery and had attempted 
to persuade them to turn their guns on the advancing enemy. The 
men were confused and many were panic stricken because they sup- 
posed that Van Dorn and Price had been lost. The gun crews con- 
tinued in their flight and Pike was forced to order them into firing 
position a second time. This brave action was to no avail for a cry 
of ‘‘The cavalry are coming’’ caused a disorderly rout. 


Pike, Captain Hewitt, and Lt. W. L. Pike, (aide-de-camp), hur- 
ried to cut off the batteries in an effort to get them into action. Up- 
on reaching the road where they supposed they would find the ar- 
tillery, they found themselves cut off by the enemy. While debating 
what course to pursue they were fired upon by the enemy and 
quickly rode up the Bentonville road with a detachment of cavalry 
at their heels. They succeeded in eluding the pursuit and then rode 
westward between the Pineville and Bentonville roads. 


26 Wiley Britton, The Union Indian Brigade in the Civil War, (Franklin 
Hudson Pub. Co., Kansas City, Mo., 1922, 53.) 

27 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 290. 

28 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 318. 
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A few days later Pike and his companions rode into Cincinnati 
where the Indian troops were quartered. Here Pike learned for the: 
first time of the fate of the main army.2? Col. Drew had retreated 
to Camp Stephens where he was later joined by the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw regiment and 200 men of the Creek regiment. These 
regiments of Indians remained with the army train until it reached 
Elm Springs. At Elm Springs the Indian forces united and moved 
with their own train to Cincinnati. Pike spent several days at Dwight 
Mission writing his report. It was here that Pike wrote his only 
message in reference to Indian scalpings during the battle. 


On March 11 General Curtis moved his headquarters to ‘‘get 
away from the stench and desolation of the battle ground’’ and later 
on March 13 he reported that they (Southern forces) shot arrows 
as well as rifles, and tomahawked and scalped prisoners.*? When 
Van Dorn asked to be allowed to send a burying party he was in- 
formed of these beliefs. Van Dorn answered: 


He (Van Dorn) is pained to learn by your letter. ... that the remains 
of some of your soldiers have been reported to you to have been scalped, 
tomahawked, and otherwise mutilated. He hopes you have been misin- 
formed with regard to this matter, the Indians who formed part of his 
forces having for many years been regarded as a civilized people... . he de- 
sires me to inform you that many of our men who surrendered themselves 
prisoners of war were reported to him as having been murdered in cold 
blood by their captors, who were alleged to be Germans.%1l 


There has been no authoritative support of the report of German 
mutderers, but Curtis secured several affidavits reporting that eight 
men were scalped. Cyrus Bussey reported: ‘‘You will perceive that 
8 of my men were scalped. .. . has excited among my men an indig- 
nation that will, I assure you, exhibit itself on every field. ... 
John W. Noble, one of Curtis’ aides reported: ‘‘Hearing it re- 
ported by my men that several of the killed had been found scalped, 
I had the dead exhumed, and on personal examination I found that 
it was a fact beyond dispute that 8 of the killed of my command 
had been scalped.’’*? 


There is little doubt that some such actions took place. AlI- 
though many of the leaders had learned the white man’s manner 
of carrying on warfare, it is doubtful that all of the men had thrown 
off the age-old custom of taking an enemy’s scalp. It was the old 
story of one peopie with a set of customs distinct from another peo- 
ple’s being censured for what seemed to be barbaric manners. What 
is savage and barbaric is set by each group as being different things. 


29 [bid., 293. 

30 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 99. 

31 [bid., 195. 

32 Tbid., 235. 

33 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 236, also see Noble’s affi- 
davit to same effect; Ibid., 206-7. 
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Despite this return to the ways of their fathers, the Indians 
under Pike must be commended for their adaptability in taking up 
the white man’s ways of fighting. Some of the same troops had 
participated in the battle against Hopoeithleyohola in 1861 and it 
was reported in an Arkansas newspaper that around 200 scalps 
were taken and three-fourths of these taken by the Confederate 
Indians.** A short time after the Battle of Pea Ridge, when the 
North had made use of Indian troops it was said ‘‘The fact is noted 
that when the Indian soldiers were taken out of their country and 
co-operating with the white troops in operations in Missouri and 
Arkansas, that they abstained more scrupulously from depredation 
upon private property than the white soldiers with whom they 
were associated.’’*?> This would indicate the degree of order which 
the Indian troops maintained when fighting with their ‘‘white 
brothers. ”’ 


No apology need be made for the Indian behavior in this battle. 
if fault is to be found, it lies in the use of the troops outside of 
Indian Territory. By the treaties of alliance with the Indians the 
regiments were not supposed to be used outside of Indian Territory. 
Pike was rather bitter over the use of the Indians in the Batile of 
Pea Ridge and felt that they had had their treaties infringed upon. 
He.also wrote to Secretary Benjamin deploring the fact that Van 
Dorn had made no mention of the Indians’ part in the battle. Pike 
had ample reason to complain about this lack since his troops had 
behaved courageously on the battlefield and had given him trouble 
only when they became elated over the capture of the three guns. 
At that time they had become excited and were uncontrollable for 
atime. It was during this time that the scalpings were supposed to 
have occurred. :Even this incident was not caused by cowardice but 
rather by too much enthusiasm. 


It may be that Curtis feared a reprimand about the reported 
scalpings and, hence, refrained from all mention of the troops 
except to say that he had ordered Pike and his men to join the other 
forces. However, from the attitude taken by General Pike it would 
seem more likely that the General of the Southern army in this 
battle had little respect for the Indian troops and purposefully 
ignored any mention of their bravery in this battle. This would be 
strengthened by the fact that Van Dorn looked upon the Indians 
as being useful only as scouting parties.26 It is regrettable that Van 


Dorn felt this way. 


Tt is true that Van Dorn had a superior force and brilliant com- 
manders under him. Also it is true that Pike’s forces retreated in 
every instance only after regular troops had broken and run. Under 


34From “Ft. Smith Times and Hera!d,” Dec. me 1861 (Given in Storke’s 
ist the Great American Rebellion, Vol. 1, 570.) ; 

Me Perley Britton, The Union Indian Brigade in the Civil War, op. cit., preface, 9. 

36 Official Records of the Rebellion, Series 1, Vol. 8, 750. 
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fire the Indians remained cool and fearless. It is little wonder that 
Pike was angry when Curtis sent page after page of detailed re- 
ports to the Confederate Adjutant with no mention of Pike’s men. 
The Indians could have been very useful but for the early disorgan- 
ization within McCulloch’s command. However, they should have 
been left in Indian Territory where their methods of warfare would 
not have been questioned. It is interesting to note im this respect 
that General Pike admitted that the Indians insisted on the right to 
fight as they wished.*" 


This baptism by fire makes a very interesting story and the 
entire report by Pike should be read by all interested in Oklahoma 
history and the effects of the Civil War in Oklahoma. 
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THE COODEY FAMILY OF INDIAN TERRITORY 


By Carolyn Thomas Foreman 


There is not a great probability that a monument will ever be 
erected to the distinguished members of the celebrated Coodey family 
in Oklahoma, but the name is perpetuated in some geographical fea- 
tures and the Act of Union of the Hastern and Western Cherokees, 
as well as their constitution, was written by William Shorey Coodey 
who filled many important posts in the government of the Nation, 
and at one period acted as principal chief during the absence of the 
two men who were elected to that position. 


Coodeys Creek, which flows into the Arkansas River from the 
south side, was named for William Shorey Coodey whose spacious 
home was at Frozen Rock high above the waters of the river and 
not far from the mouth of the creek. During the Battle of Honey 
Springs on July 15, 1863, General Douglas Cooper reported to 
General William Steele that he had directed concentration of his 
forces on Coodeys Creek, with instructions to send vedettes to the 
different fords. This stream, which flows south of Muskogee, was 
considered a source of the town’s water supply at one time. By a 
series of dams and landscaping the area could be turned into an 
attractive park, which would add vastly to the beauty of the city. 


Coody’s Bluff in Nowata County, Oklahoma, was named for a 
branch of the family that settled in the northern part of the Chero- 
kee Nation. Arthur Coodey, a cousin of William Shorey Coodey, was 
the head of that branch of the clan. Coodey’s Burying Ground near 
Eufaula was still being used in 1884 when Mrs. Grayson was interred 
there on November 12, after services by the Baptist missionary W. P. 
Blake. 


The first mention of the Scotch family of Coodey found by the 
author occurs in the Calendar of Virgina State Papers (III, p. 675) 
in connection with the spreading of Spanish influence among the 
southern Indians. Arthur Coodey, a half blood living with the 
Chickamaugas, wrote to Governor Benjamin Harrison of Virginia 
from Chickamauga on October 8, 1784, stating that Spanish traders 
were already in the nations and that there were more at Chickasaw 
Landing and Muscle Shoals. The Virginia House of Delegates was 
aroused into action by this message on November 3, 1784, when a 
resolution was passed directing the Virginia delegates to urge upon 
Congress to conclude treaties with the southern Indians.1 


In the Office of Indian Affairs years ago the writer found a 
small map of land belonging to one James Coody. The legend states: 


1 Walter H. Mohr, Federal Indian Relations, Philadelphia, 1933, p. 142. 
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‘‘T have surveyed and laid off for James Coody 640 acres of land on 
Rileys creek and touching Tennessee River, opposite to the lower 
end of the first big island in Tennessee. ... Robert Armstrong 
Surveyor David Taylor and William Spence 8. C. Cart.”’ 


Another man of the name was Zeph Coody, who lived in the 
Madison District of Mississippi Territory which is now included in 
Alabama.? 


In 1788 Tassel, principal ‘chief of the Cherokees, was toma- 
hawked by a young Indian under orders of Major James Hubbert, 
while the chief, his son and two other Indians, unarmed and under _ 
a flag of truce, were visiting at the headquarters of the officer. Wil- 
liam Panton, a rich Scots trader at Pensacola, Florida, invited sev- 
eral prominent Cherokees to make him a visit at his trading house 
and while they were his guests he gave them arms, ammunition and 
other gifts and urged them to avenge the death of Tassel. John 
Watts, a half blood interpreter of Willstown, and his party, on 
their return to the nation, held a meeting at the home of Watts in 
Wills Valley in August, during the green corn dance, and there the 
interpreter told of Panton’s proposition, which was unanimously 
approved. A party of fifty-five warriors under Middlestriker of 
Willstown departed soon after and on September 238, 1792, attacked 
Captain Samuel Hadley who was captured by Arthur Coodey, but 
later released at the solicitation of John McDonald of Willstown.? 


According to the genealogy compiled by the historian Kmmet 
Starr, the Coodey family of Cherokees started in this country when 
Ghi-goo-ie, a full blood woman, married William Shorey; their 
daughter Annie Shorey became the wife of John McDonald of Wills- 
town, and their daughter Mary married Daniel Ross; their daughter 
Jennie became the wife of Joseph Coodey. 


Joseph and Jennie, or Jane Ross Coodey, became the parents of 
William Shorey Coodey; Mary, who married Nicholas Dalton Scales, 
an English clergyman; Daniel Ross Coodey,* who married Amanda 
Drew, Sarah Ross, and Eliza Levisa Bennett; Elizabeth Coodey be- 
came the second wife of Choctaw Chief Greenwood Leflore. She 
lived only a few months after her marriage and the Chief subse- 


2 Authority of Peter A. Brannon, Department of Archives and History, Mont- 
gomery 5, Alabama. Neither James nor Zeph are familiar to members of the Coodey 
family now living in Oklahoma. 

3 Emmet Starr, History of the Cherokee Indians, Oklahoma City, 1921, pp. 35, 36. 
Willstown was an important Cherokee village situated in the present DeKalb 
County, Alabama (Albert James—Pickett, History of Alabama, Birmingham, 1900 
pp. 415, 436). se : 

After Fort Gibson was abandoned by the United States army on 
1857, the land was put in charge of Daniel Ross Coodey for ae Naa 
National Council passed an act on November 6 of that year creating the village 
pe Nees an the er se sar reservation, where lots were sold to Cherokee 
citizens rant Foreman, Advancing the Frontier, Norr : 4: ibi 
Five Civilized Tribes, Norman, 1934, p. 417). aS EC a 
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quently married Miss Pricilla Donly, sister of his first spouse.® 
Letitia Coodey married Looney Price; Maria Ross Coodey was the 
wife of J. G. M. Hawkins; Louisa Jane Coodey married Frederick 
Augustus Kerr; Flora Coodey was the first wife of Daniel H. Rucker, 
who became a general in the United States army; Joseph McDonald 
Coodey married a white widow named Mary Rebecca Harris (nee 
Thoinberry) and Mary Muskogee Hardage, who was one-half Creek 
Indian. He lived at Eufaula and probably established the Coodey 
Burying Ground. Margaret Coodey was the wife of a Cherokee 
rmaamed Hicks.® 


Joseph Coodey, father of the above numerous family, was a 
native of Virginia, who made his home in Tennessee. On November 
14, 1825, selections were made for delegates to a Cherokee constitu- 
tional convention; in the Chickamaugua District, when the election 
was held Joseph and his son William Shorey Coodey were chosen 
superintendents.’ 


In 1836 a Cherokee file was compiled of citizens and their fam- 
ilies who had emigrated west since July 1, 1833. This also com- 
prised the valuation of abandoned improvements in the old nation; 
debts acknowledged, and believed to be due in the Hast; debts 
proven; balances due at the western agency and debts exceeding the 
amount valuation. Under the heading of ‘‘Heads of Families’’ 
appeared those of Will 8. Coodey of Georgia; Danl R. Coodey of 
Tennessee; Joseph Coodey, Leticea and Mariah Coodey of the same 
state. 


William Shorey Coodey, eldest son of Joseph and Jane Coodey, 
was born near Chattanooga, Tennessee. Although a diligent search 
has been made no record has been discovered of where he was edu- 
cated, but that he had a brilliant, well trained mind is demonstrated 
by the papers and public documents he wrote. Many wealthy Chero- 
kees employed tutors for their children and it is probable that was 
the manner in which William secured his education. In 1830 he 
served as secretary for the Cherokee Delegation to the national capital 
and he was a member of that body for many subsequent years. 


His first wife, Susan Hensley Coodey, bore him a son who died 
in early youth, and a daughter named Henrietta Jane. In 1834, the 


5 Chronicles of Oklahoma, “Malmaison, Home of General Leflore,’ by Mrs. 
Lee J. Langley, vol. V, no. 4 (December, 1927), p. 379. Cushman, in his History 
of the Choctaw, Chickasaw and Natchez Indians (Greenville, Texas), spells this 
name Dunley, and related that they were the daughters of John Dunley of Alabama. 
Page 403. 

“% Authority of Miss Ella M. Robinson, grand-daughter of William Shorey Coodey. 
Starr does not give the name of Margaret. 

In 1879 Joseph McDonald Coodey was Grand Junior Warden of the Cherokee 
Masonic Lodge (Chronicles of Oklahoma, “Chickasaw Manual Labor Academy,” by 
Carolyn Thomas Foreman, vol. XXIII, No. 4 (Winter 1945-46), p. 351. 

7 Starr, op. cit., p. 50. 
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Coodey family removed to the West and thus became part of the 
Cherokee Old Settlers. A settlement of Cherokees was established 
about six miles east of Fort Gibson, on the south side of Bayou 
Menard and Joseph Coodey did a thriving business there. He also 
operated a_grist mill on the old stage road between Fort Gibson and 
Tahlequah; after the death of Sequoyah, Joseph and William Coodey 
took over the salt works on Lee’s Creek which had been granted to 
Sequoyah as compensation for the loss of his saline in Arkansas. 
They operated the salt spring under the name of J. Coodey and Son. 


When the United States Senate passed a resolution asking about 
the progress achieved during the past eight years in civilizing the 
Indians, the Reverend Samuel A. Worcester replied from New Hchota, 
March 15, 1830, to William Shorey Coodey, secretary of the Chero- 
kee delegation in Washington, giving a statement of eight pages as 
to the condition of that tribe in regard to education, politics, homes, 
dress, handicrafts, and the question of removal to the West.® 


A. council of the Cherokees was held in October, 1831, to con- 
sider their wrongs and make plans for relief. Georgia soldiers were 
present to see that the Indians did not violate any state laws by 
pretending to exercise governmental powers. The council discussed 
their wretched situation before appointing a delegation consisting 
of John Ridge, John Martin, and William 8. Coodey, to go to the 
capital and submit their grievances. On December 29, 1831, the 
delegation submitted a memorial to the secretary of war calling at- 
tention to the seizure of their gold mines by Georgia; their people 
had been removed from their homes in chains at the point of the 
bayonet; the state had surveyed Cherokee lands and planned to 
divide them by lottery among Georgia citizens. ‘‘Such a mode of 
extinguishing the title of the Cherokees to their lands is certainly 
one never contemplated by any one until the present Chief Magis- 
trate came into office and is at war with all the professions of the 
government, and the principles of its sanction heretofore’’ wrote 
Coodey and Martin to the secretary of war.° 


William 8. Coodey, Richard Taylor and John Ridge were sent 
to Washington in 1831 to protest against the establishing of a bound- 
ary line between land owned by the Cherokees and a tract claimed 
to have been acquired by Georgia from the Creeks by the treaty of 
1826. This land had been in the possession of the Cherokees for 
over thirty years and had been given to them by the Creeks for as- 
sistance against the whites many years before. 


When the delegation arrived in Washington the secretary of 
war refused to see them, saying they were not a legally constituted 
delegation, as they had not come with authority to discuss a treaty 


Pe Sparks Walker, Torchlights to the Cherokees, New York, 1931, pp. 249, 


a 


9 Grant Foreman, Indian Removal, Norman, 1932, pp. 238-39. 
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of removal. Coodey was twenty-four and Ridge twenty-eight at 
that time; both were intelligent, dignified men, but they had 
no chance of success in their mission since President Andrew Jack- 
son was determined on Indian removal.?° 


The three Cherokees remained in Washington all winter and 
repeatedly called the attention of the secretary of war to the in- 
trusion of whites on their territory, but they were advised to read 
“‘the president’s special message and his dictum that their problem 
was one of remedy and not of right.’’!! 


The Cherokees became greatly disturbed when the Cherokee 
Advocate was issued on May 12, 1832. The paper, edited by Boudi- 
not’s brother Stand Watie, printed an article by a Colonel Newsome 
which had appeared in the Augusta Chronicle of April 14, stating 
that the Cherokee delegation in the capital had decided to induce 
their nation to consider removal. Chief Ross immediately sent a 
formal denial of the Newsome article and rebuked the editor for 
printing a statement so contrary to the truth and so misleading to 
the Indians.!? 


John Ross controlled the Cherokee-delegation to. Washington 


in 1833. When the men returned ort wh on May 14, the 


chief. His nephew, Coodey, presented a test against the manner 
pursued by the leaders, which in the debate was supported by Coodey, 
Ridge, Boudinot and others, but was opposed by Ross, George Lowry 
and their followers. 


William S. Coodey removed to the western Cherokee Nation in 
1834 with his wife and two children, and settled near his father on 
property now known as the C. P. West place. He bought or built 
a comfortable home and became one of the prosperous men of the 
community. His little son was killed by the kick of a horse and soon 
afterward Mrs. Coodey died; Coodey caused to be erected a hand- 
some sandstone tomb where were interred the bodies of his wife 
and son. This monument still stands, but vandals have pushed the 
heavy cover aside to hunt for treasure. 


Coodey took his daughter, Henrietta Jane, east and entered her 
in Patapsco Female Institute at Ellicott City, Maryland. From 
there he returned to the old Cherokee Nation to assist his people in 
preparing for emigration. On his return west he continued to live 
at his home on Bayou Menard. 


10 [bid., p. 232. An account of this matter was contained in the New York 
Observer and was copied in the Religious Intelligencer (New Haven), January 15, 
1831, p. 520. 

Haynie Indian Removal, p. 241. The delegates left for home on May 15, 
1833. 

12 Marion L. Starkey, The Cherokee Nation, New York, 1946, pp. 181-83. 

13. Foreman, Indian Removal, p. 247. 
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On June 7, 1835, Captain George Vashon, Cherokee sub-agent, 
was notified that the principal chief had called the National Council 
together to confer regarding the Schermerhorn treaty, as its object 
seemed to be to unite the two nations into one in the West. The 
chiefs directed the Council to select four delegates to go to the 
Eastern Cherokees and Messrs. Joseph Van[(n], William Shorey 
Coodey, John Smith and John Drew were chosen to effect such ar- 
rangements as would unite the two portions of the tribe, upon the 
Arkansas. They were instructed in addition to attend to all mat- 
ters involving the interests of the Western Cherokees; in the event 
the delegation could not make satisfactory arrangements in the Has- 
tern Cherokee Nation, and they thought it expedient, they were to 
repair to Washington to effect any object of interest to their people. 
Vashon was asked to explain the visit to the secretary of war and to 
arrange affairs at the department so as to assist the delegates in 
uniting the two parts of the tribe on the Arkansas, ‘“‘upon such 
principles as will be satisfactory to the people Hast and West.’’4 


Secretary of War Poinsett, on March 24, 1837, sent a letter ad- 
dressed to persons of the Hastern and Western Cherokees; these 
men were John Ross, James Brown, Samuel Hunter, John Benger 
[Benge?], George Sanders, John Looney, Aaron Price, William 
Dutch, and William S. Coodey, in which he wrote: 


“Gentlemen: Your memorial of the 16th instant, addressed to the 


President .... ljlaid before him; I now proceed to communicate to you 
his decision. . . . ‘The treaty concluded at New HEchota, on the 29th of 
December, 1835, has been ratified. .... The considerations to which you 


have invited the attention of the President were brought to the notice of 
the Senate, before they advised its confirmation, and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, before they made appropriations therein provided for. Their 
final action must be regarded as the judgment of these branches ot the 
Government. ... 


“Your second and third propositions, therefore, it is considered, cannot 
be acceded to, as they involve an admission that the treaty of 1835 is an 
incomplete instrument. ... 715 


Copy of a letter belonging to Miss Ella Robinson, Muskogee, 
Okla., addressed to Miss Louisa Coodey, Fort Gibson, Cherokees 
Arkansas (Clarks Spring). 

“Washington City, 


22d June 1837. 
“Dear Sisters, 


“You see I am still here. I have been prepared to leave near a week 
and once came so near being off as to say ‘good bye’, but my friends 
were determined I should not leave them and I yielded to their persuation. 


14 National Archives. Office Indian Affairs: 1835. Cherokees West. C il 
of Cherokees West to Geo. Vashon. Relative to Treaty with Eastern Ghaclaee 
The Cherokee Council met at Tolluntusky at the mouth of Illinois River on June 7, 


1835, when William S. Coodey was secretary pro tempore (Grant F j 
Civilized Tribes, Norman, 1934, p. 359). 5 Ategeae manent fF: 
15 Starr, op. cit., p. 98 
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[sic] Tomorrow evening it is intended we shall all bid adieu to Washington 
and take up the line of march for the Cherokee Nation. 


“Cherokee business here has ended, for the present at least. Some- 
thing has been gained, but not all that was, at one time so joyously ex- 
pected. An additional appropriation of something more than a million 
of dollars has been made by Congress for the Cherokees, but still it is 
not all that will be done hereafter. There is now a strong desire on all 
sides not to agitate the subject further until the removal may be com- 
pleted. The matter may sleep for a while, but it is by no means closed. 


“You will have seen from the papers that Genl. Scott with a military 
force of six thousand troops is now in the Nation enforcing Schermerhorn’s 
treaty at the point of the bayonet. Several thousand Cherokees have 
already been collected, and ere this, no doubt, many of them are on their 
way to the west. One poor Indian for attempting to escape from the 
soldiers was fired upon and killed! Every breeze that comes up from the 
south is laden with the sighs and moistened with the tears of distressed 
women and children. Pangs of parting are tearing the hearts of our 
bravest men at this forced abandonment of their dear lov’d country Is it 
not a hard case? You know how many painful feelings it cost us to separate 
from the homes of our childhood, when, as we floated away and cast the 
last lingering look upon the brow of Lookout dimly fading in the distance 
as the current bore us away, forever. Do you not even now, dear Sisters, 
after years have gone by, when you look back upon the past, feel something 
of the same sad regrets that then filled your souls with sorrow! We will 
never be able to chase from our memory the recollection of these things. 
And yet we were not driven from our country by a brutal force that now 
laughs at the sorrows and the sufferings of our country men and our 
relatives. 


“Not content to drive the Cherokees from their country under the 
miserable pretext of executing a base and fraudulent treaty, these christians 
would even force them off at a season when removal itself is death. The 
scorching heat of summers sun engendering rank disease fatal to the lives 
of many a poor soul will not even stay the hand of cruelty for a day. The 
avarice, and thirsting after Indian lands, and Indian property, of these 
most saintly Georgians must be gratified—Yes, gratified at the expense of 
all the comforts and happiness of the Indians, even to the sacrifice of their 
lives! 


“Wretched indeed must be that individual who can fold his arms and 
look with composure upon scenes like these. I envy not such a being, but 
despise, aye, loathe him from my very soul whether white or red. After so 
great an exercise of mercy, so much of humanity who would not love and 
cherish the memory of these brave Georgians! Who would not acknow- 
ledge the great obligations which so many acts of kindness, of benevolence, 
Christian forbearance and disinterested friendship have everlastingly im- 
posed upon the Cherokees! And who among ourselves would not revere 
and respect the very few of our own patriotic men who alone had the gallant 
spirit to unite with these Christian benefactors in heaping blessings after 
blessings upon their ignorant and ill-deserving countrymen! Their reward 
should be equal to their great merits; and I do hope it will be given to 
them to the full extent, before a thousand years will come and go. 


“T have for years been the advocate of the removal of our people. I 
saw, long since, what is now taking place, but it was not within my power 
to avert it—Yet anxious as I was for a removal to escape these troubles 
& these heart rending scenes of expulsion by force I can still place my 
hand upon my heart and say that my feeble voice was never raised to 
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justify a treaty made by unauthorized individuals. I shall ever denounce 
it as villainous—But still it will be enforced, The power of this Govt will 
prevail, and I long since believed the Cherokees would be forced to avail 
themselves of its provisions. We cannot resist the power of the Govt. 


“T am very anxious to hear from you, and hope on my arrival at the 
Agency to find letters. 


“Tt is, now, my intention to return home soon after I reach the Nation. 
The Commissioners, I presume will be so engrossed with the business of 
settling with the emigrants that no reservation cases will be investigated 
until the removal is near completed. If that should be the case on my 
arrival I shall not detain but return home and then come back afterward. 


“After a great deal of unnecessary trouble I believe I have now so 
arranged the business of the heirs of Scalesl6 that I shall succeed entirely. 
I shall not fail to take home Jane Scales.17 She is a fine girl and I know 
how delighted you will be to see her. Remember me to Henrietta Jane 
[his daughter by his first wife] and all the family and friends. I rather 
infer from one of brother Daniel’s letters, that he is kinder smitten with 
one of the Miss Vann’s. All in good health. Your affectionate brother, 
Misses M.[aryl L.-[ouisa] W. S. Coodey 
& Flora Coodey.” 


Many of the Cherokees were left in a starving condition after 
their removal and William Shorey Coodey went to Fort Gibson to 
complain that the promises of the government to feed the Indians 
were not being kept. He told the officer during his conversation 
that he was taking care of many indigent people and received a very 
rude reply, whereupon he slapped the officer. Of course the Chero- 
kee was arrested and put in the guard house. When Mrs. Joseph 
Coodey learned of the insult to her son she mounted her big riding 
horse and appeared at the fort with a pistol in her belt. She de- 
manded his release, which was promptly attended to, and later when 
the commanding officer was asked about the matter he replied: 
‘Yes, and you would have freed him if you had seen that little 
woman—she looked like a thunder cloud with a tornado back of it.’748 


In Washington, June 16, 1838, Coodey wrote Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs C. A. Harris concerning Sequoyah (George Guess) : 


“Sir—George Guess is a very worthy Indian, and inventor of the Chero- 
kee alphabet, has a claim upon the U. States, and desired I should give some 
attention to it. 


“From the enclosed certificate to Genl. Smith it will be seen that he 
enrolled for emigration in 1818 under the provisions of the treaty of 1817, 
and was promised by the U. S. agent that his improvements [abandoned 
ce him in the Hast] should be valued and the money paid at the Western 

SEN CYR eee. 


“By the treaty of 1819 however, the Cherokee boundary was so estab- 
lished that both improvements were included in the lands reserved to the 
Nation; still this did not alter his determination to emigrate. ... In 


16 Children of Nicholas D. and Mary Coodey Scales. 
17 Jane Scales was a sister of Joseph Absolom Scales. 
18 Authority Miss Ella M. Robinson, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
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1828 we find him in this city, one of the Delegates from the Western 
Cherokees, and who formed the treaty of that year. He complied with all 
that was required of him by the terms of enrollment—abandoned his 
native country, his valuable improvements, and sought the future home 
of his people in the wilds of the west; and he took with him the promise 
of your agent. Many years have passed away and he has yet to receive 
the first dollar of this compensation. ... 19 


William Shorey Coodey was present at one of the concentration 
camps in the Hast as the Indians were preparing to march to the 
rendezvous to organize for their departure to Indian Territory; he 
wrote his friend John Howard Payne what he witnessed there: 


“.., At noon all was in readiness for moving, the teams were stretched 
out in a line along the road through a heavy forest, groups of persons 
formed about each wagon, others shaking the hand of some sick friend 
or relative who would be left behind. The temporary camp covered with 
boards and some bark that for three summer months had been their only 
shelter and home, were crackling and falling under a blazing flame; 
the day was bright and beautiful, but a gloomy thoughtfulness was de- 
picted in the lineaments of every face. 


“Tn all the bustle of preparation there was a silence and stillness of 
the voice that betrayed the sadness of the heart. At length the word was 
given to move on. I glanced along the line and the form of Going Snake, 
an aged and respected chief whose head eighty summers had whitened, 
mounted [on] his favorite pony passed before me and led the way in 
silence, followed by a number of younger men on horseback. At that very 
moment a low sound of distant thunder fell upon my ear—in almost an 
exact westerly direction a dark spiral cloud was rising above the horizon 
and sent forth a murmur I almost thought a voice of devine indignation 
for the wrongs of my poor and unhappy countrymen, driven by brutal 
power from all they loved and cherished in the land of their fathers to 
gratify the cravings of avrice. .. .”20 


While Lieutenant Daniel H. Rucker was stationed at Fort Gib- 
son he met the seventeen-year-old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Coodey, Flora McDonald Coodey, who had been educated in the east. 
The young people became engaged and were married at Clark’s 
Springs, the plantation home of her parents, on February 20, 1839. 
Mrs. Rucker bore a son who died about the beginning of the Civil 
War and a daughter, Louise, who lived to an advanced age’ in Wash- 
ington, D. C. Flora Coodey Rucker died at the age of twenty-one 
and her remains are in the officers circle in the National Cemetery 
at Fort Gibson.?! 


From ‘‘Coodeys Illinois—Cherokee Nation’’ April 5, 1839, 
Chief Ross wrote to Cherokee Agent Montfort Stokes that the whole 
nation had completed their removal to that section of the country 


19 Grant Foreman, Sequoyah, Norman, 1938, pp. 17, 18. 

20 Coodey to Payne, August 13, 1840, Newberry Library, Ayer Collection, 
“Payne Manuscripts,” VI; Grant Foreman, Indian Removal, Norman, 1932, p. 290. 

21 Grant Foreman, Advancing the Frontier, Norman, 1933, pp. 53-4, 63; Chroni- 
cles of Oklahoma, General Daniel Henry Rucker,” by Carolyn Thomas Foreman, 
Vol. XX, No. 3 (September, 1942) p. 236. 
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under the plans made with Major General Scott. They had expected 
that ample arrangements would have been made for their subsistence 
in time to meet their wants on their arrival, but depots were in 
places difficult for emigrants to get rations without great incon- 
venience. 


“The detachment that came by water recd shortly after their arrival 
fifteen days rations of Beef & forty five of corn, and an assurance made 
that a depot should be established at or near the Illinois Camp Meeting 
Ground but I am sorry to say the fifteen days have expired the Hmigrants 
out of provisions and no arrangements are made to supply them—there- 
fore I deem it my duty from the calls of the Emgts to request that you 
as Agent of the United States (to whom we should apply) will cause pro- 
visions to be immediately furnished to this portion of the Emigrants at 
some convenient place in this neighborhood of Illinois Camping Grounds— 
many of them. ... in a suffering condition.”22 


1839 was a momentous year for the Cherokees, as they signed the 
Act of Union?? at Illinois Camp Ground on July 12. This docu- 
ment, written by the scholarly William Shorey Coodey, declared the 
Old Settlers and recent immigrants ‘‘one body politic, under the 
style and title of ‘The Cherokee Nation.’ ’’ The document was signed 
by George Lowry as ‘‘President of the Hastern Cherokees’’ and by 
George Guess, ‘‘President of the Western Cherokees.’’ 


When the Cherokees met at [inois Camp Ground on August 1, 
1839, two thousand were in attendance, including George Guess, 
Tobacco Will, David Melton, Looney Price and William 8. Coodey, 
all Old Settlers. Invitations were dispatched to the Old Settler chiefs 
on the second and fifth days of the month to participate in the under- 
taking to adopt a constitution, but after the deaths of Boudinot 
and the Ridges and considering the large number of armed immi- 
grants present, the prospects for free speech and action were not 
reassuring. The constitution drafted by Coodey was accepted by the 
convention and men chosen to sponsor it were those in attendance 
and they included as many of the Western Cherokees as could be 


muvee to sign, but the number was less than twenty-four out of 
,000.? 


The Constitution of the Cherokee Nation, written principally 
by Coodey, was adopted at Tahlequah, September 6, 1839. Coodey 
was president of the first National Committee that met under the 
new constitution and the legislative bodies were in session until Oc- 
tober 12, 1839, and the National Council selected him as speaker 
that year. 


“ea Photostat in Grant Foreman Collection, 
ae The declaration of union between the two factions of the Cherokees was 
published in the authorized and printed editions of the constitution and laws of the 


Cherokee Nation, through the years that followed. (Grant ; ivili. 
Pee Nae elosa, e300). 0 ed. (Grant Foreman, The Five Civilized 


24 Starr, op. cit., pp. 118, 122. 
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John Ross, W. 8. Coodey, Edward Gunter, Richard Taylor, J. M. 
Lynch, John Looney, Elijah Hicks, Looney Price, and the Rev. Jesse 
Bushyhead were designated as the delegation to report to Washing- 
ton in order to confer with the administration concerning unfinished 
business between their Nation and the United States. 


“General [Matthew] Arbuckle, while disavowing all intention of med- 
dling with the internal affairs of the Cherokees, but imperfectly concealed 
his eagerness to do so.’’26 


“The readiness with which he gave ear to the wildest rumors started 
by partisans and his manner of making reports to the Department of War 
so as not only to indicate the measures to be supported but also the men 
to be upheld, betrayed him... .” 


His attitude is plainly shown by his conduct soon after the Act 
of Union was signed when Charles Coodey and Looney Price, both 
Old Settlers, called upon him at Fort Gibson and found him greatly 
excited about the conciliatory course of so many of the Western 
Cherokees. He expressed surprise that Charles Coodey had taken 
such an active part. Coodey was one of the sixteen men who had 
signed the Act of Union for the Western Cherokees on July 12, 1838, 
and which was approved August 23, 1839. He also signed the Con- 
stitution at Tahlequah, September 6, 1839, together with William 
S. Coodey.?7 


Charles Coodey told the General that he considered it the duty 
of every man at this crisis to make an effort at reconciliation so that 
his nation could be at peace. Thereupon the testy General replied 
bitterly : ‘‘ You too—you should have shouldered a rifle and gone with 
all the rest to guard John Ross; but for that, John Ross would have 
been killed !’’8 


Ross explained to a congressional committee in April, 1840, that 
Secretary Joel Poinsett ‘‘when pinned down to it, admitted that 
there was no investigation to ascertain the charges against Ross’’ 
coneerned in the murder of the Ridges and Boudinot, 


“and that none was necessary as long as Ross did not give up the 
murderers. Ross and Coodey offered a measure of excuse for the mur- 
derers on the ground that the Ridges and Boudinot were regarded as 
traitors by the Indians, and that an old law held in peculiar reverence by 
the people prompted them to the murder.’’29 


25M. L. Wardell, A Political History of the Cherokee Nation, Norman, 1938, 
pp. 33, 34, 49. 

26 Rachel Caroline Eaton, John Ross and the Cherokee People, Menasha, Wis- 
consin, 1914, p. 141: Report commissioner Indian affairs, 1840, p. 46; Royce, Chero- 
kee Nation of Indians, pp. 294-95. 

27 Constitution and Laws of the Cherokee Nation, Parsons, Kansas, 1892, pp. 10, 
28, 29. 

28 Congressional Document 368, No. 222, p. 3; Eaton, op. cit., p. 141, note 24. 
Charles Coodey was a Cherokee senator from Delaware District in 1843, and he 
represented the Saline District in the senate in 1844 until his death in May, 1844 
(Starr, op. cit., pp. 130, 266-67). 

29 Thomas Valentine Parker, The Cherokee Indians, New York, 1907, p. 55. 
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Agent Montfort Stokes advised Secretary Poinsett that there 
was nothing in the new Cherokee constitution to encourage murder ; 
He had talked with several prominent Old Settlers and he was con- 
vineed the murders of Boudinot and the Ridges were not sanctioned 
by the chiefs and important men. Nevertheless, Poinsett ordered 
General Arbuckle to bring about a new constitution which would 
assure the rights of the Indians and conform to the constitution of 
the United States and exclude from office Chief Ross and his nephew, 
William Shorey Coodey.?° In spite of a vigorous protest by these 
two men, Arbuckle, backed by the war department, declared both 
governments dissolved and called a meeting to be held at his head- 
quarters on July 25, 1840, at which each party was asked to send 
twenty-five or thirty adherents. 


Both parties opposed this plan to settle their political difficul- 
ties and Arbuckle was taken completely by surprise when a called 
council of the Nationalist government met and appointed a full 
quota of delegates several days before the date of the conference. 
The delegation, made up of some of the ablest men of the Old Set- 
tlers and recently arrived immigrants, went to Fort Gibson de- 
termined to support their Act of Union and Constitution. 


The Old Settlers Council had authorized no deputation to de- 
fend its interests, although their chiefs and a number of the leading 
men attended the meeting. Chief Rogers hastily appointed some of 
his adherents to act as delegates, but all the advantage was with the 
National party. General Arbuckle, recognizing the significance of 
the situation, advised the Old Settlers to assent and the Federal 
Government finally recognized a Cherokee government from which 
Chief Ross and Coodey were not excluded.*! 


Because of protests of members of the Treaty Party and Old 
Settlers, on account of unequal representation, a joint committee of 
the factions met at Fort Gibson on October 26, 1840, where a new 
alignment of officers was agreed upon. Coodey was president of the 
senate and the Rev. Stephen Foreman clerk. There were eighteen 
members of the committee, of which Captain Dutch was one. 


From Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, on November 6, 1840, Wil- 
lam Shorey Coodey, as President of the National Committee, and 
Young Wolf as Speaker of the Council, and every member of the 
National Committee and Council sent a long communication to Gen- 
eral Arbuckle advising him that they coneurred entirely that ‘‘no 
external authority exists for displacing or appointing Chiefs or 
officers of any Indian Nation... .”’ 

“With these facts before us, sir, we cannot but believe that the Sec- 


retary of War will remove the embarrassment which seems to perplex you 
at present, regarding our principal chief and any other of our magistrates, 


30 Haton, op. cit., 145; Congressional Document 366, No. 188 - 04-56 
31 Op. cit., 146-47. fy } 
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upon finding that we have none in power, except such as have been con- 
stituted, upon the very principle declared by your national documents, as 
imperative upon the Secretary himself. We sincerely trust therefore 
that you will cooperate with us in avoiding any unnecessary agitation 

.. . Of a question which may by indiscretion. . . . be rendered most 
perilous to our peace; because it is one of which the Cherokees will ever 
be as tenacious as your own independent States would prove should your 
President order them to depose Governors of their choice and supply the 
vacancy with governors of his, .. .” 


A column entitled West of Arkansas, dated November 25, 1840, 
signed D. C., appeared in the National Intelligencer (Washington, 
D. C.), early in January, 1841, in which it was stated that General 
Arbuckle ‘‘. . . . Reiterated the purpose of the Secretary of War not 
to recognize John Ross as Principal Chief and William 8. Coodey as 
President of the National Committee. .. .’’ 

The attitude of Arbuckle contributed greatly to the disturbances 
among the Cherokees. His instructions provided that the chief and 
Coodey must be excluded from participation in the government. 

In 1841 Coodey met beautiful Elizabeth Fields, the young 
daughter of Richard Fields. Her parents opposed the marriage be- 
cause of the great difference in their ages, but she eloped with 
Wilham in 1842 to Park Hill where they were united in marriage 
by the Reverend Stephen Foreman. 


William built a large double log house for his bride on the 
Arkansas at Frozen Rock and it became a notable place because 
of the beautiful site and the fine trees and flowers that surrounded 
it. Many celebrities were entertained and members of the family 
frequently visited there and were delighted with the cordial recep- 
tion given them by the gracious and talented hostess. 

When William moved from his old home into the one at Frozen 
Rock, he gave the property to his niece, Eliza Scales Radcliff, the 
daughter of his sister, Mrs. Nicholas Dalton Scales. In later years 
Mrs. Radeliff was murdered by a Creek boy employed on the place; 
he attacked her with a hatchet and when her husband returned he 
found her lying dead with her head crushed.*? 


From Tahlequah, December 21, 1841, Colonel Ethan Allen Hitch- 
eock wrote to Secretary of War J. C. Spencer that the Cherokee 
Council had adjourned amicably; John Ross, Jesse Bushyhead, 
David Vann, Capiain Benge and William 8. Coodey had been ap- 
pointed to go to Washington to negotiate a treaty. 


Of Coodey the Colonel wrote: 


“He resides near Fort Gibson; is of mixed blood—is a young man— 
has been well educated—has a fine though slender person and graceful 
carriage with the best manners of our eastern cities. He is well known in 
the Nation, .... His talents, capacity for business, facility for writing etc. 


32 Authority Mrs. Ella Flora Coodey Robinson. In addition to Eliza, Mr. and 
Mrs. Scales were the parents of Charlotte, who became the wife of John Drew and 
Joseph Absolam Scales, who was a noted attorney in Indian Territory and who 
served his nation on many occasions in Washington. 
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have given him a place in the delegation for the use and convenience of 
f : j ye 
his seniors more than expectation of benefit from his counsel. 33 


In 1842 a new law provided for the president of the Cherokee 
senate to act as chief executive during the absence of the principal 
and assistant principal chiefs, and thus William Shorey Coodey as- 
sumed the executive position in 1846.4 

In August, 1845, the Cherokees were promoting a society to im- 
prove agriculture and domestic arts among the people, and five pre- 
miums were offered by the agent for the best specimens of homespun 
cloth, coverlets, belts and socks. When the society met for organi- 
zation William S. Coodey was made president.*® 

The Cherokee Advocate, quoting from the Van Buren I[ntelli- 
gencer on September 26, 1844, wrote that the Ross administration 
was well established and due to be successful. Ross was a clever 
politician and Coodey a capable assistant—perhaps more of a states- 
man than his celebrated uncle. When the pair were on their way 
home from Washington late in 1844 rumors were circulated that they 
would be waylaid and killed upon their arrival in the Nation. 


In the autumn of 1844, after the murder of Benjamin Vore, his 
wife and a man who had spent the night at their house, the outlaws 
Bean Starr, Tom and Ellis Starr, were trying to escape to Texas 
with stolen horses, when they were overtaken at a Cherokee settle- 
ment on the Washita River by a volunteer company of Cherokees 
raised and commanded by Daniel R. Coodey. During a fight Bean 
Starr was wounded. Horses and mules were recovered and when the 
Cherokees started home they were met by Cherokee police early in 
December, 1844, and it was rumored that relatives of the Starrs had 
organized to waylay Coodey and his company and kill them.* 


Coodey’s report to Chief Ross was written at Tahlequah, Decem- 
ber 20, 1844. Disclosures by William Harris and Bean Starr showed 
that horse stealings ‘‘were designed to be only forerunners of blood 
and conflagration.’’ Bean claimed that his father and brother were 
to blame for his conduct. Among the horses recovered was one with 
a split hoof, which became noted in consequence of having been 
ridden by one of the Starrs, as was proven by the track, when the 
Vore tragedy was perpetrated. 

Gees . Several weeks since, having in common with other citizens, 
horses stolen from me, and every reason to believe that they were taken 
by the three Starrs, who have been for months fugitives from justice, to 
the western part of the Choctaw Nation, near the Texan boundary line, 


and sold, I raised a private company, consisting of nine persons beside 
myself and started in pursuit. : 


33 Grant Foreman, (ed.), 4 Traveler in Indian Territory, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
1930, Appendix, pp. 124, 233. 

34 Wardell, op. cit., p. 96. 

35 Foreman, The Five Civilized Tribes, Norman, 1934, p. 376. 

36 Grant Foreman, The Five Civilized Tribes, Norman, 1934, p- 328 and note 18; 
United States Senate Document No. 140, twenty-eighth Congress, second session, 
p. 141; Cherokee Advocate, December 26, 1844, p. 3, cols. 2, 3, 4 
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“On the 27th ult. we reached a Cherokee settlement on the Ouachita 
[Washita] River, some twenty-five miles above the United States military 
post of that name. At this place, and about the yard of one William Harris, 
the track of shod mules, induced us to believe that the thieves and stolen 
property were in the neighborhood. Harris confessed that some of the 
horses and mules were there, and that they were brought and left there 
by the Starrs, (Tom, Ellis and Bean,) and George Fields, or Ah-yo-si-wau- 
tah, but denied that either of them were in the neighborhood until his little 
son said that Bean Starr was then at the house of Dempsey Fields, at the 
distance of six or eight hundred yards.—Upon hearing this we instantly 
left Harris’s and went to Fields. While engaged in searching his house, 
Bean Starr, came riding at full speed. He rode, perhaps within fifty 
yards of the house, when perceiving us, he immediately turned back his 
horse and attempted to make his escape. At that moment however, and 
within a few seconds, ten shots were fired at him, three of which took 
effect, two in the right arm and one through the body. After pursuing 
half a mile or so we came up to him, and made him a prisoner. 


As he was very seriously wounded, I ordered a litter to be made, and 
had him conveyed to the house of William Harris. As Tom and Ellis 
Starr were expected then to return from this nation, and being appre- 
hensive from some remarks of Bean, lest they and their associates might 
make an attack on us, I repaired to Fort Ouichita, in order, to solicit aid 
from the U. S. Military, and make such arrangements as the condition of 
the prisoner required. The aid was promptly and cheerfully afforded by 
the Commandant of that Post, Col. [William Selby] Harney and officers, 
three of whom voluntarily returned with me, and one of whom, Capt. 
[Daniel G.] Rogers, assumed the command of the [Second Dragoons] troops 
ordered out. After an absence of three days, during which every effort 
was made to ferret out the other fugitives, we returned to the Fort—the 
prisoner riding the twenty-five miles on horseback... . 


“The prisoner was placed in the hospital at that place, where he will 
receive such medical treatment as his case may require. 


“At William Harriss’ and Fort Ouachita, and in the neighborhood, we 
recovered ten horses and mules (including one that Bean Starr was riding 
when shot) which had been stolen from citizens from this country. Hight 
of the recovered horses and mules were taken there by the three Starrs 
above named and George Fields and one by Robin Vann and Ta-ka-ha-ka. 
There were also others in the neighborhood which were taken there by 
the same persons, but which we did not succeed in getting. 


“TJ was informed by William Harris, .... that the three Starrs came 
into this nation in the early part of the fall past... . shortly after their 
outrage upon Mr. Vore and family, in September 1843; 


“IT also as well as others, was informed by Bean Starr himself, who 
told where several of the stolen horses could be found, that he had never 
stole but one horse, but Tom and Ellis Starr, many; that Tom was the 
person who murdered David Buffington; and that but for the threats, and 
commands of his Father [James Starr] he would have some time since 
surrendered himself for trial..... Respectfully, 

Dan’l R. Coodey.37 


After the burning of the home of Return Jonathan Meigs near 
Park Hill on November 2, 1845, the white people of western Arkansas 
37 [bid., Editorial page, cols. 2-4. Daniel Ross Coode was a man of high 


standing in his nation, having served as senator from Canadian District in 1859; on 
his death he was succeeded by Oliver H. P. Brewer (Starr, op. cit., p. 270.) 
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spread reports that the killing of James Starr and Suel Rider was 
the beginning of bloody reprisals to be taken against the Treaty 
Party. General Arbuckle, bearing a grudge against the successful 
government of Ross, wrote on November 15, a truculent letter to 
Acting Chief George Lowry, ordering that the Cherokee Light Horse 
must be disbanded at once, and people connected with the murder 
- of Starr and Rider arrested. Chief Lowry promptly forwarded Ar- 
buckle’s letter to Cherokee Agent Stokes, saying that he recognized 
no other person to whom he was accountable; then he sent the Rev. 
Stephen Foreman, William Shorey Coodey, John Thorn and George 
Hicks to Flint District to ascertain the condition of affairs there. 
The delegates were among the most conservative and responsible 
men in the Nation.*§ 


William Shorey Coodey accompanied an important expedition to 
the Comanche Indians in 1845 when a council was held at Comanche 
Peak, Texas. Other attempts had been made in previous years to 
make a peace treaty with these scourges of the frontier, but both 
failed. The party was composed of Cherokee Agent Pierce M. 
Butler, Commissioner M. G. Lewis, Elijah Hicks, Coodey, president 
of the National Council; and J. W. Washbourne, one of the editors 
of the Arkansas Intelligencer. Wild Cat of the Seminoles and Chick- 
asaw Chief Alberson joined the party later, and in Texas Sequoyah’s 
son, Teesee Guess, became a member of the delegation. 


After a delightful Christmas party, Butler set out on Decem- 
ber 26 from the home of Coodey at Frozen Rock, three miles east of 
the present site of Muskogee,*” and by the time the party reached 
Comanche Peak on January 29, 1846, it numbered forty-eight per- 
sons. In order to assure the attendance of the Comanches the com- 
mission sent small parties of the delegates in different directions for 
long distances to endeavor to find the Indians and bring them back 
for a treaty conference.” The remainder of the severe winter was 
spent in this laborious manner and most of the spring without great 
success. 

Coodey was not well and he returned home before the conference 
was finished. He reported that he left the commissioners on the 
Brazos, and while some of the smaller tribes were represented there 
were very few Comanches present. Coodey, tall and slender, delicate 
looking, reared in every comfort, no doubt suffered more than other 
Indians in the party and perhaps his untimely death in 1849 was 
hastened by exposure and overwork.*! 


38 Grant Foreman, The Five Civilized Tribes, Norman, 1934, p. 376. 

39 Coodey’s home was surrounded by every comfort and his land and herds 
were tended by a number of slaves. His property was near the famous Texas Road, 
and frequent travelers were entertained by the hospitable family. It was also a 
favorite attraction for army officers stationed at Fort Gibson. 

40 A fascinating record of this expedition was written by Elijah Hicks in his 
journal which was edited by Grant Foreman for Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. 13, 
No. 1 (March, 1935), pp. 69-93. 

41 Grant Foreman, Advancing the Frontier, Norman, 1933, pp. 176-78. 
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Ross was authorized by the National Council to have a brick 
house erected in Tahlequah for a printing office, the cost not to 
exceed $800.00. The act was approved by Acting Chief George Lowry 
on November 7, 1845, but the building was not erected ‘‘in view of 
the unfavorable condition of our finances. ... and the repeal of the 
act was approved by William Shorey Coodey on October 16, 1846.42 


After William P. Ross was married in 1846, ‘‘He and his bride 
[Mary Jane Ross] then visited at Frozen Rock, the refined and 
romantic home of his relatives, Hon. William S. Coodey, senator of 
Canadian, a man of ability, intelligence and wealth. ...a friend and 
trustee of the Cherokee Male and Female Seminaries.’’* 


Three commissioners, Edmund Burke, William Armstrong, and 
Albion K. Parris, acting for the United States, and John Ross, David 
Vann, William S. Coodey, and six other prominent men of the Na- 
tion; six citizens represented the Treaty Party and the Old Settlers 
appointed Captain Dutch, John L. McCoy, Richard Drew, and 
Ellie Philips. These were the men who ratified the treaty on 
August 6, 1846.44 


Joseph Coodey and Son expended a considerable sum for equip- 
ment for their salt works and they advertised in the Cherokee Advo- 
cate during the spring of 1846 that they had 3,000 bushels of salt on 
hand. They solicited customers and promised a cheap price. They 
also advertised 1,000 to 1,500 barrels in which to ship salt. The salt 
works did not prove profitable and the Coodeys sold the saline to 
J. and W. T. Mackey about January 1, 1848.45 


At Frozen Rock in April, 1847, Ella Flora Coodey was born. 
She was the only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Coodey; when she was two 
years old she and her young brother William Fields Coodey, accom- 
panied their parents to Washington. The journey was begun in 
February by steamboat from their own landing at Frozen Rock. They 
traveled down the Arkansas and then by way of the Ohio to Pittsburg, 
where they took a stage coach across the Allegheny Mountains. The 
last part of the journey was made by train and they arrived in the 
capital city three weeks after leaving home. 


Daniel Webster was a close friend of William Shorey Coodey 
and his daughter related that when the two distinguished men 
walked down Pennsylvania Avenue together in Washington they 
made a striking pair, and people turned to look at them. 


An interesting phase of affairs in the Cherokee Nation was dis- 
played in 1847 when John Ross and his favorite nephew were candi- 


42 Carolyn Thomas Foreman, Oklahoma Imprints, Norman, 1936, p. 78. 

43 The Life and Times of Hon. William P. Ross, Fort Smith, 1893, p. 367. 

44Starr, op. cit. p. 137. 

45 Chronicles of Oklahoma, “Salt Works in Early Oklahoma,” by Grant Fore- 
man, Vol. X, No. IV (Dec, 1932), pp. 496-97. 
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dates for principal chief. Coodey had practically the same opinions 
regarding government and administering the laws as his uncle; they 
left the campaigning for votes entirely to their friends, who acted 
in the matter with dignity. Coodey carried the Old Settlers vote in 
Illinois, Skin Bayou and Canadian districts, but Ross was the winner, 
since he received 1898 votes and Coodey 877.*° 


The first Masonic Lodge in Oklahoma No. 21, was established 
at Tahlequah in 1848 and officers were installed by representatives 
of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas. The occasion was of vast interest, 
ag this was the first lodge of Masons ever established among the 
North American Indians. Joseph Coodey was installed as J. W.* 


While William Coodey was engaged in tribal work in Washing- 
ton, his daughter Henrietta Jane left the school where she was teach- 
ing in Maryland and made him a visit. While staying in the capital 
city she developed a malignant fever from which she died on January 
28, 1849, and she was laid to rest in the beautiful Congressional 
Cemetery in Washington. 


The Old Settlers failed to induce the National Council to auth- 
orize a council in November, 1847, so they took matters into their 
own hands and ealled a meeting at the mouth of Lllnois River for 
December 5, where John Drew and Coodey were appointed to repre- 
sent them in Washington. After their arrival they began work for 
their cause, but little was accomplished, as Coodey died on April 
16, 1849.48 


On Sunday morning at 6:30, at the age of forty-three Coodey 
died, and his funeral was held under the auspices of the Masonic 
Lodge, of which he had long been a member. His funeral proces- 
sion was led down Pennsylvania Avenue by the United States 
Marine Band to the Congressional Cemetery, where he was interred 
beside his daughter Henrietta. The Washington Union of April 17, 
1849, in an account of his passing, speaks of him as: ‘‘Mr. Wm. 8. 
Coodey, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation long and favorably known 
to the government and to the citizens of Washington as an able and 
faithful representative of the Cherokee people.’’49 


After her husband’s untimely death Mrs. Coodey took her two 
children to Keene, New Hampshire, where they remained some time 


46 Wardell, op. cit., p. 113. 

47 Chronicles of Oklahoma, “Cherokee History,” Vol. 22, No. 1 (Spring, 1944) 
pp. 112-13; Starr, op. cit., p. 184. ¥ ; 

48 Wardell, op. cit., pp. 78, 79. 

49 Chronicles of Oklahoma, “A Cherokee Pioneer,” by Carolyn Thomas Fore- 
man, Vol. 7, No. 4 (December, 1929), p. 368. Mr. Coodey’s descendants own a 
very beautiful miniature painted on ivory which was executed by King during one of 
his stays in Washington. A copy of this portrait may be seen opposite page 361 of the 
above issue of Chronicles of Oklahoma. 
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with her former teachers, Mr. and Mrs. Parker, before returning to 
the Cherokee Nation. After the death of her father, Richard Fields, 
her mother was remarried to Judge John 8. Vann who lived at Goose 
Neck Bend on the Arkansas, and Mrs. Coodey and her children made 
their home with the Vanns in a big log house. There little Flora 
grew to womanhood. 


In May, 1866, Miss Coodey was married at Preston, Texas, where 
she and her relatives had been refugees during the Civil War, to 
Joseph Madison Robinson, the son of Rev. John Cook Robinson, 
superintendent of the Chickasaw Manual Labor Academy.®® The 
young people made their home with his father for several years and 
after the death of her husband Mrs. Robinson moved to Muskogee 
with her two children, John and Ella Mary. She was a remarkable 
woman, whose memory contributed greatly to the preservation of 
Cherokee history. She died in January, 1947, the last charter 
member of the First Methodist Church in Muskogee, and she lacked 
only a few weeks of reaching a century in age. 


A letter published in the Clarksville, Texas, Standard in 1863, 
was written at Camp Davis, Coodey’s Creek, May 29, 1863; it con- 
tains a detailed description of the home of William Shorey Coodey 
written by a member of Colonel Charles De Morse’s regiment—the 
29th of Texas: 


“cc 


.... The deserted residence at Frozen Rock is a lovely place.. The 
house of six rooms, well fitted with furniture—numerous out houses at- 
tached, is about 50 yards from the margin of a high bank, over looking 
the Arkansas; at this point is a stately stream, and makes a graceful 
bend at the right in full view of the portico of the house. Before the 
house the surface of the ground is rounding, sloping to the edge of the 
bank—then a steep descent to the river. Before the house at regular 
distances, are black walnut, and black Locusts, natives here, and of large 
size, some large catalfias in bloom, cherry trees and Pear trees. At the 
left a garden in which are some hollyhawks and other simple flowers, and 
to the left of that a large orchard of Apples in full bearing, but small yet. 
In the rear is the handsomest Walnut and Locust Grove, of large tall 
trees, interspersed with slippery Hlm, that I have even seen; look like a 
park. On the right are out-buildings and fields, and a lane with a winding 
path descending to the river, on the one side of which is a spring. It is 
a very beautiful place. 


“At the left of it, a quarter of a mile is another residence. Both were 
settled by brothers named Coody, one of whom is now here, and lives near 
Kiamitia. The name Frozen Rock is derived from a porus slate bank of the 
river, between the two houses, from which the water exuds, and in the 
winter time presents an unbroken surface of ice....” 


50 Chronicles of Oklahoma, “Chickasaw Manual Labor Academy,” by Carolyn 
Thomas Foreman, Vol. XXIII, No. 4 (Winter 1945-46), p. 351. 
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UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA MEDICAL SCHOOL 
CRISIS AVERTED 


By Fred S. Clinton,* M. D., F. A. C.S. 


Other crises have appeared before and after the one referred 
to in this sketch but none more far reaching in the survival and 
progressive development of the School of Medicine in the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma. The present fine medical school is the re- 
sult of evolution through the efforts and contributions of mind, 
time, and treasure after that turning point which enables the in- 
stitution to overcome a series of handicaps. 


The University of Oklahoma was established by an act of 
the First Territorial Legislature approved, December 19, 1890, 
providing for the location, control, election of the President and 
faculties, establishment of departments, and certain other require- 
ments.! 


Cleveland County voted a $10,000 bond issue May 19, 1891, 
by a vote of 1288 to 21. <A forty acre campus was given by Nor- 
man citizens. On February 19, 1892 the Board of Regents met 
to consider the plans for a $30,000 building which eventually cost 
$40,000.? 


The University was organized on September 15, 1892, with a 
faculty consisting of David R. Boyd as President, F. 8. E. Amos 
was Professor of English and History; H. N. Rice was Professor 
of Ancient Languages; Edwin D. Barr was Professor of Physies 
and Mathematics. There were about sixty students, this number 
increased to about 107 during the year.® 


The first Medical school in Oklahoma Territory was organized 
in Oklahoma City. In May 1901, the Northern and Southern Meth- 
odist Churches of Oklahoma County united and established Ep- 
worth University in Oklahoma City. Its first President was Rev. 
R. B. MeSwain, and it began operations immediately in all aca- 
demic subjects. It established a College of Medicine, electing as 
members of the faculty, Dr. A. K. West, Dr. H. Coulter Todd, Dr. 


*Dr. Fred S. Clinton, Tulsa, has served as one of the leading phy- 
sicians and surgeons in the Indian Territory and State of Oklahoma and 
as a devoted supporter of the University of Oklahoma School of Medicine. 
He has prepared this article at the request of Judge R. L. Williams, Durant, 
providing the illustrations at his own expense.—Hd. 

1Carston Ross Hume in Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XX, Dec. 1942. Also see 
General Statutes, 1890, Chapter 67, Section 6779 to 6796, Inc. 

2Tbid., page 397. 

3 Ibid., page 397. 
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DR. LeROY LONG, M.D. 
Dean University of Oklahoma School of Medicine 
1915-1931 
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Lea A. Riely, Dr. U. L. Russell, Dr. F. C. Hoops, Dr. J. A. Ryan, 
and Dr. W. J. Jolly. These members were chosen on July 6, 1904, 
and were instructed to begin functioning as a medical school. 
Dr. A. K. West was Dean and Dr. H. Coulter Todd was secretary: 
They opened school September 7, 1904 and continued till 1910 
when merged with the University of Oklahoma Medical School.4 


The University of Oklahoma founded in 1890 was conducting 
classes in chemistry, histology, anatomy, and embryology as pre- 
medical courses. Other subjects were added, and in 1900 the 
President of the University, David Ross Boyd, recommended to 
the Board of Regents that a School of Medicine be established.® 


This consolidation was a progressive move, and small additions 
in subjects taught were made from time to time. In 1912 and 1913 
powerful pressure was begun to secure a new and more vigorous 
Dean for the Medical School which reached its crescendo in 1915. 


- When Judge Robert L. Williams became Governor of Okla- 
homa in 1915, he had among many other responsibilities the task 
of developing, from a class B medical school, the personal leader- 
ship, buildings, equipment and facilities for a qualified and will- 
ing professional personnel to teach and train, physicians, surgeons, 
and nurses to meet the class A standard of the American Medical 
Association. 


Oklahoma and its people were very fortunate to have the 
wise counsel and experienced leadership of Governor Williams. 
His intelligent interest in and recognition of the vital need of 
the preservation of the hfe © d health of the people and their 
medical education was an invaluable contribution to this state. 
Governor Williams had the able assistance of some of the most 
successful, popular and favorably known physicians and surgeons 
in the state in locating a capable, distinguished and nationally 
known leader in the Medical profession, LeRoy Long, M. D. of 
McAlester. 


F. B. Fite, M.D., Muskogee, J. A. Hatchett, M.D., Oklahoma 
City, J. W. Duke, M.D., Guthrie, and Governor Williams labored 
long and hard before they were able to secure Dr. Long’s con- 
sent to change the plans of his life after the third major move, 
MeAlester, which was the most carefree and satisfactory location 
for practice in his professional career. 


Dr. Long when possible, made a habit of carefully examining 
all formal or new undertakings, analyzing and considering the 
probable or possible consequences, before entering upon the new 
enterprise. When in private practice of his profession, or build- 


4 See Pages 56, 57, 58. Leroy Long, Teacher of Medicine, Copyright 1943 by 
Basil A. Hayes, University of Oklahoma Press, Norman, Oklahoma. 
9 Ibid. 
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ing a medical school, then supervising and directing it and the 
hospital, he lifted it to the very highest degree or state of per- 
fection possible for him. 


Ler 


While he was a stickler for the loftiest ethical standards, he 


believed in progress, and sought the advance of medical science 
and art along safe and sane lines. 


On May 28, 1915, a letter was written to Dr. LeRoy Long, in 
McAlester, Oklahoma, by Governor R. L. Williams.® 


The stimulating substantial support of the Governor inspired 
great courage on the part of the new Dean, LeRoy Long, M.D., 
in his evolutionary readjustment of the Medical School, so I will 
move on to some of the important unrecorded phases of this most 
interesting history. 


Suitable site, buildings, equipment and other needs must be 
supplied so adroit constructive planning was necessary. Minimum 
requirements, means and measures of acquiring them were adopted. 
Citizens with understanding and civie pride joimed in aiding the 
Governor and Dean in gaining fundamental financing. 


The members of the Tulsa County Medical Society had their 
first meeting every year as the guests of the Oklahoma Hospital 
and Training School for Nurses, when new officers were installed. 
However the Tulsa County Medical Society responded to a special 
invitation from Dr. Fred §. Clinton and met at the hospital on 
December 18, 1916, for election of officers and what turned out 
to be a surprise program.’ oo 

A sumptuous luncheon was WO hee served, sans alcoholic 
drinks. An adequate number of baked sugar cured Arkansas 
hams surrounded with additional appropriate food for embellish- 
ment and nourishment was provided by the host and suitably pre- 
pared and graciously served by the attractive Oklahoma Hospital 
nurses to about a hundred guests. 

It was not an accident that Oklahoma City received the sup- 
port of Tulsa’ in securing the University Hospital and Medical 
School. It was planned that way, because it was considered in 
the best interest for all concerned. The bill passed was safe- 
guarded. The Tulsa County Medical Society was the first in the 
state to endorse the $200,000 appropriation for the building of 
a modern fire-proof hospital for the Oklahoma Medical School.9 
There was some very strong and influential opposition in Okla- 
homa City that had to be satisfied.° If the University Medical 


6 See Vol. 21, issue No. 2, June, 1943, pages 151-159, Chronicles of Oklahoma. 
T See Appendix A for record of meeting. 

8 See Appendix B for letter from Legislator Glenn Condon. 

9 See Appendix C for letter from Fred S. Clinton, M. D. 

10 See Appendix D for letter from Dean Leroy Long, M. D. 
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School’s friends and promoters had been less alert, resourceful, 
true, influential, firm, or lacking in common horse-trading sense, 
ignominious, unhappy, depressing failure would have postponed 
indefinitely the development of the Medical School. 


House Bill 366" was introduced by W. W. Robertson, Okla- 
homa City; Tom Dolan, Oklahoma City; S. S. Butterfield, Okla- 
homa City; H. O. Miller, Norman; C. B. Johnson, Sallisaw, House 
Journal, Reg. Sess. 6th Leg., p. 580. 


LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL 


The act of the Oklahoma Legislature establishing the Uni- 
versity Hospital at Oklahoma City was House Bill No. 366 of the 
Sixth Legislature of Oklahoma, and was approved, with an emer- 
gency clause which made it immediately effective, on March 21, 
1917. 


. The full title of the act is ‘‘An act providing for the construc- 
tion of a hospital and buildings for the medical department of 
the University of Oklahoma, and the location and designation of 
the site of such hospital and building of said medical department, 
making an appropriation therefor, and declaring an emergency.’’ 
There are eight sections in the act, including the last, which is 
the emergency clause mentioned. 


Section One provides that a tract of land belonging to the 
state and being a part of ‘“‘the capitol lands,’’ and legally de- 
seribed in this section is set apart and designated ‘‘as the site 
and the location for the medical department of the University of 
Oklahoma.’’ The description discloses that the land designated 
is a rectangle 520.63 feet north and south and 1,298.8 feet east 
and west, and that there are 15.64 acres in the tract. 


Section Two makes an appropriation of $200,000 out of the 
Publie Building Fund for the construction and equipping of the 
hospital building on the site described in Section One, $100,000 
to be available from revenues levied for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1918, and the other $100,000 to be available out of the 
revenues levied for the following fiscal year. Section Two pro- 
vides that this appropriation and the location of the medical de- 
partment on the sites designated in Section One are conditioned 
upon the city of Oklahoma City conveying to the state for $100.00, 
which is also appropriated in this section, ‘‘what is known as the 
emergency or municipal hospital, including its equipment and in- 
cidentals, located in Block 11, Military Addition, being three hun- 
dred (300) feet north and south by three hundred eighty (380) 
feet east and west at the corner of Second and Stiles streets in 
Oklahoma City’’ and the real estate just described, upon which 


11 See Appendix E for telegram from Dean Leroy Long. 
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the emergency and municipal hospital is located, “said emergency 
hospital * * * to become a part of the plant and equipment of 
the medical department of the state university.”’ 


Section Three provides that the state Board of Education, 
with the approval of the state Board of Public Affairs, iS au- 
thorized to contract with any governmental unit of the state for 
the receiving of patients of such governmental unit for treatment 
in the University Hospital; and also provides that any resident 
of the state of Oklahoma suffering from disease or injury may 
become a patient in the hospital by paying the weekly rate for 
room and board fixed by the hospital management, but that ‘‘no 
charges shall be made for any medical attendance or treatment 
rendered such patient’’? nor for drugs or medicine administered 
to him. 


Section Four provides that when the state Board of Public 
Affairs certifies that Oklahoma City has conveyed the emergency 
or municipal hospital to the state for $100.00, or has executed a 
lease of that property to the state for 99 years at an annual 
rental of $5.00, and the certificate has been approved by the gov- 
ernor and filed in the office of the secretary of state, the $200,000 
appropriation, designated in Section Two, will be available as 
that section provides. 


Section Five provides that if Oklahoma City fails to convey 
to the State the emergency or municipal hospital by July 1, 1917, 
for $100., the state Board of Public Affairs, within its discretion, 
is authorized to locate the medical department of the university 
in any city of the first class in the state, upon such city or anyone 
for it conveying to the state Board of Public Affairs lands or 
personal property of the value of $100,000 according to an ap- 
praisal to be made by the board, and that when such appraisal 
and location have been made by the board, reported to and ap- 
proved by the governor, and filed in the office of the secretary of 
state, the location thus made shall be permanent and the $200,000 
appropriated in Section Two shall be available for the construc- 
tion of the hospital as provided in that section. 


Section Six provides the qualifications under which patients, 
other than those provided for in Section Three, may be admitted 
to the hospital. The qualifications specified in Section Six are: 


First, any child of any indigent poor person in the state, if 
the child’s affliction is curable and the board of health of the 


county im which its parents or guardian reside recommends the 
admission. 


Second, any indigent poor person resident in the State, if the 
board of health of the county of such person’s residence recom- 
mends admission and the case, in the judgment of the county 
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board of health or any reputable physician, is curable or would 
be improved by hospital treatment. 


Third, obstetrical patients that are public charges, the ad- 
mission of such cases being upon contract with the county board 
of health from which such cases come. 


Fourth, emergency cases. 


Fifth, students in actual attendance at the University or any 
other state school. 


Siath, patients financially able to pay for their medicine or 
surgical treatment, the number of which is to be determined by 
the hospital authorities, who are required to maintain accommo- 
dations for this class of patients and to charge them fees for their 
hospitalization and treatment such as the authorities may pre- 
seribe. 


This section also provides that the dean of the medical school 
is authorized to make rules and regulations, subject to the ap- 
proval of the state Board of Education or their successors, for the 
management of the hospital, but that the use of the hospital by 
any licensed physician or surgeon not connected with the medical 
eollege shall not be prohibited, and that patients shall have the 
privilege of calling any registered physician or surgeon, other than 
the regular medical staff or faculty, to treat them. 


Section Seven provides that nothing in the act shall be con- 
strued to impair the obligation of the contract with the owner 
of the hospital located in Oklahoma City and occupied by the 
medical school at the time of the passage of the act. 


As soon as this legislation was passed we knew it would have 
able and efficient execution under the new administration. Ma- 
terial progress was apparent. It now seemed the time had arrived 
when some one should go out and observe and get information 
about when, where, and how to properly proceed to secure a Class 
A rating without undue delay after the Medical School had met 
the requirements.!” 


Mrs. Clinton and | journeyed to Portland, Oregon and spent 
one week in August 1918. I attended the Doctor Robert C. Coffey 
Surgical Clinic and Hospital during that time. On the eve of 
our departure Mrs. Clinton and I gave a dinner at the Multnomah 
Hotel in honor of Dr. and Mrs. Robert C. Coffey, and among those 
present from Tulsa, were Mr. and Mrs. Lon R. Stansbery and 
daughters, Tookah and Jane. After a wonderful evening, at the 
close of the party, while bidding farewell, Dr. Coffey invited us 
to pay them another visit soon and asked us to call upon him 


12 See Appendix E for letter from Dr. Clinton to Dr. Long. 
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if there ever was anything he could do for us in Oklahoma. I 
accepted the offer, and told him of our need and effort to have 
the Medical School of the Oklahoma University now given its 
earned Class A Rating. He asked the name of the Dean and I 
replied, ‘‘Doctor LeRoy Long.’’? He then asked, ‘‘Of North Caro- 
line??? I replied, ‘‘Yes, and he graduated in Louisville.’’ To 
which he replied, ‘‘I remember him favorably and well, and he 
may have my approval for anything he vouches for.’’ I had no 
other conversation at any time or place with Dr. Coffey about 
the rating or classification of the University Hospital. 


The University Hospital was opened August 1919 and form- 
ally dedicated November 13,13 1919 at two P.M. University of 
Oklahoma School of Medicine, Norman-Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Page 396, raised to Class A,!* March Ist, 1920. Journal of Amer- 
ican Medical Association, V. 75, page 396, Footnote number 10 
(Aug. 7, 1920.) It is my recollection that the rating came much 
earlier than shown in the above documentation but I have been 
unable to locate it at this time. 


The pioneering work done by Governor Williams, Doctor Fite, 
Doctor Long, and Paul Fesler with all those cooperating in se- 
curing the needed buildings, equipment, facilities, trained per- 
sonnel, fast friends and loyal support in reorganizing the Medical 
School of the Oklahoma University was a monumental and mem- 
orable achievement. 


This has inspired and formed the firm foundation upon which 
their successors are able to erect additional larger, suitable build- 
ings and efficient organization for increased clinical work for 
needy patients and the teaching of scientific medicine to doctors, 
nurses, and medical students, thereby rendering a double service 
to humanity and the State. 


OKLAHOMA STATE REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 


Term Expires 
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13 See Appendix G, copy of Dedication Program. 
14 See Appendix H, letter from Victor Johnson, M. D. 
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OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 


Chairman, John H. Kane 

Vice-Chairman, William D. Little 
Secretary, Dial Currin 

Assistant Secretary, Guy H. James 
Chancellor, Mell A. Nash 

Administrative Assistant, Thomas G. Sexton 


UNIVERSITY BOARD OF REGENTS 
Term Expires 
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OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 


President, Lloyd Noble 
Vice-President, Erl Deacon 
Secretary, Emil R. Kraettli 


OFFICERS OF ADMINISTRATION 

George Lynn Cross, Ph.D., President 

ele James Dangerfield, Ph.D., Administrative Assistant to the Presi- 
ent 

Roscoe Simmons Cate, Jr., B.A., Financial Assistant to the President 

John Begg Cheadle, J.D., S.J.D., Legal Adviser to the President 

Jacques Pierce Gray, M.D., M.P.H., Dean of the School of Medicine 

Harold Adam Shoemaker, Ph.C., B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Assistant Dean of the 
School of Medicine 

Paul Hill Fesler, Administrator, University Hospitals 

Kathlyn Allison Krammes, M.N. in Nursing School Administration, 
Director of the School of Nursing 


FACULTY OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOL 

Dr. Albert Douglas Foster, Jr., Professor of Anesthesiology and Chairman 
of the Department of Anesthesiology. 

Dr. Charles Palmer Bondurant, Professor of Dermatology and Chairman 

' of the Department of Dermatology and Syphilology. 

Dr. Grider Penick, Professor of Gynecology and Chairman of the Department 
of Gynecology. 

Dr. Wann Langston, Professor of Medicine and Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Medicine. 

Dr. Charles Ralph Rayburn, Professor of Psychiatry and Chairman of the 
Department of Psychiatry. 

Dr. Casriel J. Fishman, Professor of Neurology and Chairman of the De- 
partment of Neurology. 

Dr. Edward Pennington Allen, Professor of Obstetrics and Chairman of 
the Department of Obstetrics. 

Dr. James Patton McGee, Professor of Ophthalmology and Chairman of the 
Department of Opthalmology. 

Dr. Willis Kelly West, Professor of Orthopedic Surgery and Chairman of 
the Department of Orthopedic Surgery. 
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. Theodore G, Wails, Professor of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology and Chair- 


man of the Department of Oto-Rhino-Laryngology. 


. Clark Homer Hall, Professor of Pediatrics and Chairman of the Depart- 


ment of Pediatrics. 


. Howard C. Hopps, Professor of Pathology and Chairman of the Depart- 


ment of Pathology. 


._ John Evans Heatley, Professor of Radiology and Chairman of the De- 


partment of Radiology. 


. Cyril Ebert Clymer, Professor of Surgery and Chairman of the De- 


partment of Surgery. 


. Basil Augustus Hayes, Professor of Urology and Acting Chairman of 


the Department of Urology. 


. Ernest Lachman, Professor of Anatomy and Chairman of the Depart- 


ment of Anatomy. 


. H. D. Moor, Professor of Bacteriology and Chairman of the Depart- 


ment of Bacteriology. 


. Mark R. Everett, Professor of Biochemistry and Chairman of the De- 


partment of Biochemistry. 


. Joseph M. Thuringer, Professor of Histology and Embryology and 


Chairman of the Department of Histology and Embryology. 


. John F, Hackler, Professor of Preventive Medicine and Public Health 


and Chairman of the Department of Preventive Medicine and Public 
Health. 


. Arthur A. Hellbaum, Professor of Pharmacology and Acting Chairman 


of the Department of Pharmacology. 


. Edward C. Mason, Professor of Physiology and Chairman of the De- 


partment of Physiology. 


DEANS OF THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE OF THE UNIVERSITY 
OF OKLAHOMA. 


. L. N. Upjohn was appointed as Head of the Premedical (preclinical) 


course and Director of Physical Education, October 2, 1900. 


. Roy Philson Stoops: 


1905-06, Director of the School 
1906-07, Head of the School 
1907-08, Acting Dean 


. Charles Sharp Bobo, Dean, September 1, 1908, to September 1, 1911. 
. Robert Findlater Williams, Dean, September 1, 1911 to February 1, 


1913. 


. William James Jolly, Dean, February 1, 1913 to February 1, 1914. 

. Curtis Richard Day, Dean, February 1, 1914 to September ue alleles, 

. LeRoy Long, Dean, September 1, 1915 to August Sel 93de 

. Lewis Jefferson Moorman, Dean, September 1, 1931 to July 1, 1935, 

. Louis Alvin Turley, Acting Dean, July 1, 1935 to September ib, als eis 

. Robert U. Patterson, Dean, September 1, 1935 to November 15, 1942. 

. Tom Lowry was appointed Dean on November 15, 1942. 

. Harold A. Shoemaker, Acting Dean, November 15, 1942 to October 15, 


1943. 


. Jacques Pierce Gray, Dean of the Medical School, October, 1946. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AND UNIVERSITY HOSPITALS 


800 Northeast Thirteenth Street 
Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma. 
October 3, 1947 
Dr. Fred S. Clinton 
230 Hast Woodward Boulevard 
Tulsa 5, Oklahoma 


Dear Doctor Clinton: 


Pursuant to your request for information, permit me to suggest that in 
accordance with the appropriation of the twentieth legislature and subse- 
quent allocation by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, there 
is under way a building program consisting of an addition to the University 
Hospital which will house the quarters for the Department of Pathology, 
Department of Roentgenology, operating rooms, and twenty-six beds for 
patients. This building will be available for occupancy approximately 
March 1, 1948. A School of Nursing Building is also under construction 
and will be available for occupancy approximately on September 1, 1948. 
Bids for a new Boiler House will be opened on October 3. 


Additional money for improvements was appropriated by the twenty-first 
legislature and allocations to the extent of $325,000.00 have been made for 
this purpose at the School of Medicine and University Hospitals. 


Hoping that this is the information desired, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
H. A. Shoemaker, PA.D. 
Assistant Dean 


APPENDIX “A” 


FROM THH RECORDED MINUTHS OF THE MENTINGS OF THH 
TULSA COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Tulsa County Medical Society, on invitation of Dr. Fred S. Clinton 
in behalf of the Oklahoma Hospital, met at that institution Dec. 18, 1916. 
The meeting was called to order at 8:15 P.M. by the President, Dr. W. H. 
Rogers. In the absence of the secretary, Dr. J. W. Rogers, Dr. Dutton was 
appointed Sec. Pro. Tem. 


The first item of business was the election of officers for the ensuing 
year which resulted as follows: 


PTE MCs cele ok Ae ee Saree eR wa A. W. Roth 
WV) Pa ksh (0S) Bi ioe eee Ae el 8 eae ae ie ee ee ee eR Dr. A. V. Emerson 
See T Pease cece tee oe Oe ator taan sc ee asres eee ee pe ee Dr. W. F.. Dutton 
COMS OTS ee cr ee ee er ee eee ee Dr. Chas, D. F. O’Hern 
Deleszate torState: Mee tim ayes eee ree cceeeeereceteeees eseeseneresce Dr. W. H. Rogers 

Zi 2 227 hes SS OCLOL Ye anti seers oe te ee eee eee Dr. C. Z. Wiley 
PRTC Or at Cae ee nce ae ee re ee Dreks Vasmith. Drakes: 


Wagener, Dr, A. Ray Wiley. 


It was moved and seconded that the dues be raised to ten dollars per 
year. Motion carried. 


After Dr. Smith’s discussion of the legislative fund, it was moved and 
seconded that $2.00 be laid aside for legislative purposes. Motion carried. 
There being no further business to come before the society, the members 
listened with much interest to the following addresses: 


ae 
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Dr. S. DeZell Hawley—‘“Affairs Relative to the City Health.” 

Dr. John Duke, State Com. of Health, “Conservation of Health.” 

Dr. LeRoy Long, Dean Medical Department, Oklahoma University, 
“Medical School of the University of Oklahoma.” 


Discussions followed by Drs. Duke, Hawley, Long, Smith, Clinton, 
Wiley and Dutton, It was moved and seconded that a vote of thanks be 
tendered the speakers for their courtesy; motion carried. 


It was moved by Dr. Clinton that the Society go on record as favoring 
an appropriation of $200,000 for the establishment of a hospital for the 
University of Medical School. Motion carried. It was moved that a com- 
mittee of three be appointed to present our views regarding medical legis- 
lation to the legislators of the district. No second. Dr. Reeder made a 
motion that a call meeting of the Society be held about January 27, 1917 
for the purpose of meeting with our legislators. Motion carried. 


Dr. Long expressed his appreciation of the interest the Tulsa County 
Medical Society had taken in the Medical Department of the Oklahoma 
University. 


It was moved that a vote of thanks be tendered Dr. Clinton and the 
nurses of the Oklahoma Hospital for their entertainment. Motion carried. 


The Society adjourned at 10:30 to meet Jan. 15, 1917. 
Signed: 
W. Forest Dutton—Sec’y. Pro-tem. 
A. W. Roth, President. 


APPENDIX “B” 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
January 5, 1916 
Dr Fred S Clinton, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
Dear Doctor :— 


Perhaps you will be interested in knowing how I have fared in the 
matter of committee appointments. As you know it is pretty difficult for 
a Republican to get on any decent committee over here, and the obstacle 
is still greater when the speaker is the man who tried to throw you out 
two years ago. 


I made a special fight to secure membership on the committee on the 
practice of medicine, because I knew this chiro-practice question was 


coming up, and perhaps some hospital matters. Today I landed the ap- 
pointment. 


If at any time I can be of service to you, I feel sure that you will 
command me. 


Kula and Jane ask me to convey their well wishes and love to Mrs. 
Clinton and you. 
Very cordially yours, 
Glenn Condon 


Tulsa, Okla. 
Mr. Glenn Condon, January 11, 1917. 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
My dear Mr. Condon: 


We received very promptly your letter of the 5th inst. We were not 
only delighted to hear of your advancement but our great confidence in 
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your ability and perseverance makes us proud of your present achievement 
and of your future promise. 


At a later period I hope to see you and will probably ask some legisla- 
tion for the advancement of the great service of hospitals to the people of 
this state. 

It is needless to say that Tulsa County was the first to commit itself in 
favor of the appropriation of $200,000.00 for the building and maintenance 
of a hospital as part of the Medical Department of State University at 
Oklahoma City as recommended by the government, and I am going to 
write Dr. LeRoy Long, the Dean, a letter of introduction to you. You will 
find him entirely trustworthy, well informed and balanced man thoroughly 
in love with his work and a man who in no event will betray a confidence. 


With love to the baby and regards to you and your wife, we are, with 
the hope of hearing from you from time to time, 


Very sincerely yours, 
Fred §S. Clinton 


APPENDIX “C” 


THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 


School of Medicine 
Third and Stiles St., Oklahoma City 
December 26, 1916. 
Dr. Fred S. Clinton, 
Tulsa, Okla. 
My Dear Dr. Clinton: 


Knowing that you are interested in all measures looking to the con- 
servation of the health of our citizenship, and believing that you realize the 
necessity of having a strong medical department of our State University, 
I am writing to earnestly request you to see your Representative and 
Senator and solicit their support for an appropriation of $200,000.00 which 
Governor Williams will recommend for the purpose of building and equip- 
ring a State Hospital to be operated in connection with the School of 
Medicine. 


We are now taking care of many indigent sick people sent to us from 
various parts of the State, but could care for hundreds more if we had 
the room. Our faculty of sixty men is congenial and is doing consistent, 
systematic work—work that is as good as it can possibly be in the 
cramped quarters we now occupy. 


Naturally I have kept myself in close touch with the situation and as a 
result of my observation, I feel that I should say to you that this is a 
crucial time in our history, for I verily believe that not only the present 
standing, but the future of the School of Medicine will depend on what 
the coming Legislature does in connection with it. 


We have the active support of Governor Williams, the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction and other State officials. President Brooks of the 
University is interested in building up this department. 


We need your assistance, and I am depending on you. 
Please write us making any suggestions that may occur to you. 


Yours sincerely, 
LeRoy Long 
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APPENDIX “D” 


Western Union 
Telegram 


Received at 7 East 3rd St., Tulsa, Okla. 


Okla. City, Okla. Feb 21 1917 
Fred S Clinton 
Tulsa Okla 


Please wire representatives and senators urging support state hospital 
bill for benefit every part state will not interfere with private hospital 
or doctors but will relieve them of burden standing school medicine de- 
pends absolutely upon passage get others interested to wire 


LeRoy Long 


APPENDIX “BH” 
Tulsa, Okla. 
April 6, 1917. 
Dr. LeRoy Long, 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Dear Doctor: 


My long silence in congratulating you in your signal success may have 
suggested to you my lack of interest in the University and in your per- 
sonal achievement. However, I am sure from the support my representa- 
tive and friends gave you you cannot doubt either my loyalty or the effec- 
tiveness of service. 


I was very much pleased to hear from Mr. Condon of your added 
position as well as salary in connection with the Industrial Commission. 
All of this helps a little. 


With best personal wishes for your continued success, I am, 
Sincerely yours, 
Fred S. Clinton 


APPENDIX “Fr” 


Tulsa, Okla. 


Nov. 10, 1919. 
Dr. LeRoy Long, Dean 


University of Oklahoma, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
Dear Doctor: 


This is to acknowledge the invitation by the Regents and the Faculties 
of the University of Oklahoma to attend the Dedicatory exercises of the 
State University Hospital Thursday, November 13, 1919, at the House of 


Tepresentatives Chamber, State Capitol, Oklahoma City, for which I thank 
you and them. 


As the first to introduce a resolution in the medical society in the 
State of Oklahoma, endorsing your plan for the development of this strong 
arm of the university, and as the president of the Oklahoma State Hospi- 
tal Association as well as a citizen of this commonwealth, I am proud to 
accept the invitation and hope to be present and participate in the exercise 
by being a good observer and listener. 


I have just written Dr. Arthur W. White and enclosed my check for a 
Plate at the banquet. 


Sincerely yours, 
Fred S. Clinton 
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APPENDIX “G” 


STATH UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL DEDICATION 


Thursday, November 13, 1919, 2:00 P. M. 
House of Representatives Chamber, State Capitol 
Song. America 
Presentation of Keys 
In behalf of the State Board of Affairs, 
Hon. J. W. Kayser, Vice-Chairman. 
In behalf of the Regents of the University, 
Hon. Samuel W. Hayes, Chairman. 
In behalf of the University, 
Dr. Stratton D. Brooks, President. 
Acceptance of Keys 
In behalf of the Medical School, 
Dr. LeRoy Long, Dean. 
University String Quartet 
Congratulatory Addresses 
From the State, 
Hon. J. B. A. Robertson, Governor. 
From the State Health Department, 
Dr. A. R. Lewis, Commissioner. 
From the State Medical Society, 
Dr. L. J. Moorman, President 
University Instrumental Trio 
Dedicatory Address 
Jabez N. Jackson, M.D., F.A.C.S., 
of Kansas City, Missouri 
The hospital will be open for inspection from 10:00 to 12:00 A.M. 


PURPOSE 


The State University is established primarily to serve those citizens 
of Oklahoma who would otherwise be unable to secure satisfactory hos- 
pital service. On order of the County Commissioners, such patients are 
received at a nominal cost to the county. Owing to the connection of the 
hospital with the State University of Medicine, excellent medical and sur- 
gical service is available free of cost. 


Persons of limited means will be admitted on certificate from their 
physician or from the county health officer, on payment of cost of hospital 
service. Such patients receive medical and surgical service free of charge. 


A limited number of rooms are available for pay patients at standard 
rates. 
EQUIPMENT 


The State University Hospital contains 175 beds, of which 25 are in 
private rooms. There are five large sun porches which can be used 
for additional cases in emergencies. The eight wards include separate 
wards for men and for women, and for white people and for negroes. The 
five operating rooms include one for emergency use, one for eye, ear, nose, 
and throat, and three for general surgery. There are ample laboratories 
for diagnostic purposes. In addition to the main kitchen there is a diet 
kitchen with a dietitian in charge on each floor. The X-Ray room and 
equipment includes the latest improvements. The entire equipment of the 
hospital is absolutely the best and most modern that can be obtained. Every 
convenience for the treatment of special cases is available. The spacious 
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roof gardens will be servicable in the treatment of certain types of cases. 
A wing of one of the floors has been set aside for teaching and for re- 
search laboratories. 
LOCATION 
The State University Hospital is located at 800 Hast Thirteenth Street, 
and is reached by the Culbertson street car. It is a fireproof brick struc- 
ture of four stories. 


APPENDIX “H” 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
COUNCIL ON MEDICAL EDUCATION AND HOSPITALS 


535 North Dearborn Street, Chicago 10 
October 1, 1945 
Office of the Secretary 
Fred S. Clinton, M.D. 
% University Hospital 
Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 
Dear Dr. Clinton: 


Supplementing my letter of August 27, I am glad to supply you with 
the names of the members of the Council on Medical Education and Hos-- 
pitals in the year 1919. These individuals are as follows: 

John M. Dodson, Chairman, Chicago 

N. P. Colwell, Secretary, Chicago 

Isadore Dyer, New Orleans 

Robert C. Coffey, Portland 

W. D. Haggard, Nashville 

William Pepper, Philadelphia 

If I can be of further service, please let me know? 
Yours sincerely, 
Victor Johnson, M. D. 
Secretary 
VJ:A:PC 
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HISTORY OF THE WOMAN’S AUXILIARY, 
SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA* 


By Mrs. R. W. Calhoon 


In compiling this history of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the 
Synod of Oklahoma, the writer is taking a retrospective view of 
events covering a period of thirty-two years, having been asso- 
ciated with the organization in various capacities during this 
time. 


The background of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Synod of 
Oklahoma is unique, differing from any other Synod in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and it is a factor in the progress of the church 
which is the purpose for its creation and perpetuation. 


Oklahoma has three races: a large percentage of Indians, some 
negroes and a predominence of whites. Oklahoma was given to 
the Indians and was opened in four different sections to white 
settlement. These settlers came from every state in the Union, 
so each community was cosmopolitan in its composition, in church 
affiliation as in other aspects, and every church membership was 
composed of people from several denominations. Even today there 
is a lack of knowledge of church history and doctrine. Thus 
speakers at Presbyterial and Synodical meetings, representatives 
of the church committees, brought much information and literature 
to the women. The missionaries, who not only spoke at meetings, 
but for years visited most of the churches in the Synod while here, 
had an incalculable influence in spreading knowledge of the mis- 
sionary work of the church and inspiration to forward the work. 


Many did not affiliate with any church, so Oklahoma had 
eight-five percent of its population unchurched forty years after 
its opening to white settlement. 


Many witnesses can be found among those touched by the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. to testify that the Woman’s Auxiliary 
has been a tool used of God to enlighten and foster spiritual de- 
velopment in their lives. 


Mangum Presbytery, formerly attached to Texas, and other 
churches obtained from the Dutch Reform Church Board in 1911 
form the Mangum Presbytery of Oklahoma. Some churches had 
no members who had previously been members of the Presbyterian 


1 The author wishes to acknowledge the following sources of information for 
the material used in the preparation of this article: Synodical Minutes and Oklahoma 
Trails; Mrs. W. S. McCaskill, history for 1937-39; Mrs. Le-n Bybee, history for 
1945-46, and Mrs. W. A. Rolle, Historian, 1928-33, for excerpts from her report. 
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Church U. 8. It was a struggle to lead Missionary Societies into 
the large field of Auxiliary work. 


Three months after the four Executive Secretaries of the 
church, the Synodical Presidents, and other representative women 
met at the Alba Hotel, Montreat, North Carolina, to perfect the 
organization of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Presbyterian Church 
U. S., nineteen women responded to a eall to meet in Central 
Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City, November 14, 1912, for the 
purpose of organizing the Oklahoma Synodical Auxiliary. Mrs. 
H. P. Winsborough, Superintendent of Woman’s Work, accepted 
an invitation to attend this meeting and under her direction the or- 
ganization was effected. 


Since three Presbyterial organizations were required before 
a Synodical could be formed, Mangum Presbyterial was organized 
as the first step. Indian Presbyterial had been in existence for 
many years and Durant Presbyterial was organized previously. 


Mrs. Winsborough acted as temporary chairman and a mo- 
tion prevailed that the delegates present from Mangum and Durant 
Presbyterials go into the permanent organization of Oklahoma 
Synodical and that a cordial invitation be extended to Indian 
Presbyterial to jom the Synodical organization. A Constitution 
and By Laws were then adopted. 


Mrs. Winsborough clearly outlined the Woman’s Work in 
the church. Officers were elected as follows: 


President—Mrs. Kib Warren, Shawnee; Vice Prestdents—Mrs. 
A. L. Payne, Waupanucka, Mrs. J. M. Clark, Shawnee; Recording 
Secretary—Mrs. L. Fountain; Corresponding Secretary—Mrs. J. 
Rowland, Shawnee; Z’reaswrer—Mrs. A. lL. Payne; Secretary of 
Foreign Missions—Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, Bennington; Secretary of 
Assembly’s Home Missions—Mrs. Wallace, Hugo; Secretary of Young 
People and 8. 8. Work—Miss Catherine Wauchope, Durant (now 
Mrs. J. L. Read, Norman); Secretary of C.E.¢M.Rk.—Mrs. Maria 
Moseley, Bromide; Secretary of Local Home Muissions—Mrs. D. T. 
Dunlop, Gotebo;Secretary of Literature—Mrs. HK. L. Wilson, Okla- 
homa City. 


The Executive Board held a meeting in Shawnee, November 
10, 1913. President Mrs. Kib Warren, Mrs. J. M. Clark, Mrs. J. 
Rowland and Mrs. A. L. Payne were present. The purpose of this 
meeting was to elect a Secretary of Y. P. & 8. 8. work to fill the 
office vacated by Miss Wauchope’s resignation and to discuss the 
progress of the Synodical. 

Mrs. Warren visited the Presbyterial Meetings and set the 


machinery of the Synodical in motion through the Presbyterial 
and local Auxiliaries. Development was slow and June 5, 1914 
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the Executive Committee met in Durant. It was decided to have 
a meeting of Synodical the next year with Synod. Those present 
were Mrs. Kib Warren, President, Mrs. J. M. Clark of Mangum 
Presbyterial, Mrs. C. C. Anderson and Mrs. Payne of Durant Pres- 
byterial and Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh of Indian Presbyterial. 


The second annual meeting of Synodical was held in Coalgate, 
October 28-29, 1915, with every Synodical officer present and 
Mrs. Winsborough also attended. This was a long stride forward. 
Mrs. Kib Warren financed these first meetings, even to paying 
the delegates expenses. This was a time of testing, of trial by fire, 
for the new Synodical and called for sacrifice and real devotion 
on the part of the officers, but these pioneer women were equal 
to the demands. Many of the first officers elected did not serve 
and this was an added burden upon the president. The big ques- 
tion at this time was how to bring the work before the women 
of the church and to get them interested. A prayer circle was 
formed to ask Divine guidance and help. It was deeided to pro- 
mote the use of Mission Study books. The need of a systematic 
and proportionate financial program was evident so it was de- 
cided to make a budget to cover Synodical expenses and to ask 
each Presbyterial to supply its relative quota. The following re- 
port was given: 


“Two years ago at Oklahoma City the Synodical was organized. 
The representation at the organization meeting was small, one from 
Durant Presbyterial, none from Indian Presbyterial. Four Societies 
which had that very day organized the Mangum Presbyterial, represented 
the youngest daughter. The outlook was far from encouraging and the 
officers elected to carry on the work undertook the heavy task realizing 
that only entire dependence on our Heavenly Father could solve the many 
problems awaiting them, The results in these two years are most en- 
couraging. Mangum has seventeen Societies enrolled with a total of 320 
members who gave to all causes of the church a total of $929.00. They en- 
rolled sixty-one new members. 


The women of Indian Presbyterial are beginning to understand the 
Auxiliary plan and to adopt it. They have had the Constitution for 
Presbyterial and local societies translated into Choctaw by Rev. Silas 
Bacon. Eleven societies of this Presbyterial have 175 members and have 
contributed to all causes of the church $432.00. 


Durant Presbyterial has thirteen societies but only four sent in re- 
ports which contributed $522.00 to all causes. To summarize, there are 
fifty-four societies in Synodical. Gifts equalled $1883.00. We earnestly 
request our pastors to cooperate with us in helpful sympathy and prayer.” 


Mrs. Warren was reelected President, but later on account of 
ill health resigned. Mrs. Winshorough called a meeting in Okla- 
homa City to fill the vacancy. Mrs. G. T. Ralls of Coalgate was 
elected President and Mrs. Wade Boggs of Shawnee Secretary. 
Mrs. Boggs was unable to serve, so Mrs. H. B. Sears of Shawnee 
was appointed to fill the office. Mrs. J. J. Read of Wapanucka 


ath die 
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was elected first Historian. In the third year of work the fifty- 
four auxiliaries reporting were the largest number in the history 
of the Synodical to 1946. 


In 1917 Mrs. Ralls conceived the idea of having a summer 
Conference. This was while World War I was in progress. She 
called a meeting of the Executive Board in March 1918. Mrs. 
John Scott Johnson, Mrs. R. W. Calhoon, President of Mangum 
Presbyterial, Mrs. G. T. Ralls and some of the local women met 
in the home of Mrs. H. B. Sears and the Encampment was born. 
It was held at Price’s Falls on the grounds owned by the Okla- 
homa Baptists in July with a good representation. There were 
only two buildings on the grounds, so most of the people lived in 
tents and all cooked over camp fires. Mrs. Ralls was ably assisted 
by Mr. and Mrs. Sears in the management. Attendance was eighty- 
seven. The Synodical financed the first meeting. A permanent 
organization was formed, known as the Oklahoma Presbyterian 
Assembly, under the control of Synod. 


The second year two more buildings were erected including 
a kitchen and dining room. The stove was a huge wood stove 
and the women took turns in cooking in groups of four. It was 
then that Mrs. Ralls introduced her famous Fritters which were 
produced by the dish pan full. 


Mr. Sears acted as Business Manager and arranged for food 
and fuel supplies. He served for six years until they left the 
church bounds. Quoting from Oklahoma Trails, ‘‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Sears were both blessed with executive ability, zeal and piety and 
served the cause of Presbyterianism in Oklahoma in a splendid 


?? 


way. 


The attendance grew from year to year until it reached 160. 
The Executive Committees of the Church were generous in send- 
ing representatives to help in the programs of the Encampment. 


The Synodical meeting was held in Shawnee in October 1916 
with a fair representation of the Auxiliaries of the Synod. Mrs. 
Winsborough attended this meeting. In 1917 the meeting was held 
at Durant, Oklahoma. Oklahoma City Central Church entertained 
the Synodical in 1918. In 1919 the meeting was held in conjunc- 
tion with the Encampment at Falls Creeks, near Davis, Oklahoma. 


In 1920 the Lawton, Beal Heights Church was hostess to the 
Synodical. Mrs. R. W. Calhoon of Gotebo was elected President 
and Mrs. Ross Frazier, Secretary. Mrs. Maria Moseley, President 
of Indian Presbyterial, attended this meeting. This year Mrs. 
Winsborough made a trip to the mission stations of Latin America. 
She went as General Assembly’s representative to gain knowledge 
of the work in these fields to give information and inspiration to 
the church at large. Mrs. C. E. Everts, Gulfport, Miss., field 
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worker for the Woman’s Auxiliary, visited Auxiliaries of Okla- 
homa. Due to illness the President was not able to attend Pres- 
byterial meetings but attended Woman’s Advisory Council Meet- 
ing and School of Missions. This year some forward steps were 
taken in the W. A. C. to unify the programs and work of the 
auxiliaries. Standard constitutions for Synodical, Presbyterial 
and Local Auxiliaries were adopted, also a standard of Excellence 
and those who attained 100% of the points listed were designated 
as gold star auxiliaries. This plan served its purpose to promote 
a well balanced program and giving for a number of years and 
was adopted and followed with gratifying results by the auxiliaries 
of Oklahoma. The Synodical Constitution was also adopted by 
Oklahoma. 


The ninth annual session of Synodical convened in Indian 
Presbyterial for the first time October 18, 1921. LHight of the 
fourteen officers and other delegates were present although Ben- 
nington is in the extreme southeast corner of the state. Mrs. W. 
L. Hickman, Texarkana, Texas contributed much to the meetings 
by her talks and counsel. Rev. and Mrs. A. C. McKinnon of 
Luebo, Africa were also guests and Rev. McKinnon’s address on 
“The Dark Continent’’ was enjoyed by a large audience. 


The Synodical expressed its interest in Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College by contributing the Encampment surplus fund to girls 
who were willing to work in the dining room for their board. All 
the Executive officers were re-elected to serve one year. This 
year the Synodical was pleased to have its own stationery with 
officers’ names, another step was to have its minutes printed. 
Synod generously offered to have them printed with their minutes 
and Synodical pay the extra expense incurred. This plan con- 
tinued until 1930. 


The tenth annual session of Oklahoma Synodical convened at 
Shawnee, Oklahoma October 10, 1922 with a gratifying attend- 
ance. The delegates and visitors represented a large number of 
auxiliaries and the Executive Committees representatives included 
Dr. and Mrs. H. McCallie of Korea, Miss Charlotte Jackson, field 
worker for the Committee of C. E. & M. R. who contributed much 
to the program in various ways and Dr. S. L. Morris of the Home 
Missions Committee, Dr. J. W. Moseley Jr., Synod’s Chairman of 
Woman’s Work, delivered a fine address on Presbyterian Pro- 
gressive Program, Miss Ruth McBride, State Distributor for 
oe Mission Handwork, had a display and sold many beautiful 
articles. 


_ The constitution was amended providing for the election of 
officers in two groups each to serve for two years and one group: 
to be elected each year. This year the idea of a birthday offer- 
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ing by all auxiliaries to commemorate the tenth anniversary of 
the organization of the Woman’s Auxiliary was conceived by 
Mrs. H. P. Winsborough, Superintendent of Woman’s Work, while 
visiting Miss Annie Dowd’s School in Japan. The response was 
generous and $28,168.57 were given to build a school in Japan 
to supplant the inadequate one to which Miss Dowd had given so 
many years’ service, and $2,075 were given to erect a gate and 
lodge at the entrance to Montreat. Oklahoma Synodical responded 
to the call but due to the dire need of the work of Synodiecal, one 
half of the funds were retained for that purpose. Closer contact 
with Indian Presbyterial and the understanding strengthened by 
the attendance of the Presbyterial at Synodical enabled them to 
conform in a greater degree to the Auxiliary plan, undertake 
more lines of work and send more complete reports. The Presi- 
dent was called home from W. A. C. by her mother’s illness. 


The place for the meeting of the Synodical was changed to 
a joint meeting with Synod to be held at Prices Falls, in an Ex- 
ecutive Board meeting held at Oklahoma City in the home of Mrs. 
Travis. The plan to retain 50% of the birthday fund collected 
for Oklahoma use was again decided upon and the Birthday Mex- 
ican Fiesta program to be supplemented by material presenting 
the work of Oklahoma Synodical and the President was instructed 
to prepare a supplement to present local needs. This plan was 
adopted as the years expenditures exceeded the amount received 
from the Presbyterials as contingent fees by about 30%. How- 
ever the per capita for contingent fee was raised to fifty cents 
instead of twenty-five cents. 


This year also it was decided at the W. A. C. to count every 
woman member of the church a member of the Auxiliary. This 
met some opposition but was adopted. Group conferences had 
their beginning but only one was held, that in Mangum Presby- 
terial. White Cross work was begun, which is the sending of sup- 
plies to the Mission Hospitals by the auxiliaries. 


Synodical meeting with Synod at Oklahoma Presbyterian As- 
sembly gave opportunity to hear many fine speakers. The Presi- 
dent by much persuasion was able to get Miss Carrie Lee Camp- 
bell as a speaker and she was greatly enjoyed and appreciated. 
Synodical gave a Mexican Fiesta for the children, with candles 
and small gifts, Rev. J. H. Wray, missionary from Mexico, assisted. 
Stunt night in which the men, women and young people joined 
was a scene of much merriment. $10.00 were given to Indian Pres- 
byterial for field work. A reception was held for Synodical and 
all Encampment visitors. Miss Campbell said she had never seen 
greater devotion, more intense heat and inconveniences. 


O. P. C., Durant was hostess to the Synodical during its twelfth 
annual meeting, October 9-10, 1924. Mrs. L. Fountain was elected 
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President. The faculty and students contributed much to the pro- 
gram in the way of music and a pageant. Mrs. H. B. Sears re- 
signed as Vice President at large as she had moved to Stillwater 
where there is no Presbyterian U. S. Church. This was a distinct 
loss. Mrs. Sears had served in many capacities and always abound- 
ed in enthusiasm and love of the work. 


The President was presented with a lovely bouquet of roses 
by the incoming President at the closing meeting of Synodieal. 


Mrs. L. Fountain assumed the duties of President of the 
Synodical Auxiliary October 9, 1924. Mrs. Fountain was at the 
meeting when the Synodical of Oklahoma was organized in 1912 
and had kept in close touch with the work continuously through 
active service in various capacities. She was serving as President 
of Durant Presbyterial at the time of her election as Synodical 
President. The year witnessed the development of Group Con- 
ferences which brought many women in touch with leaders and 
members of other Auxiliaries. These meetings were both infor- 
mational and inspirational. 


The Synodical recommended the Big Sister Movement adopted 
by the W. A. C. and that the stronger auxiliaries help the new 
and weaker ones. Miss Charlotte Jackson from the C. E. & M. R. 
Committee office spent some time visiting auxiliaries and young 
people’s groups. The Presbyterial presidents planned her itin- 
erary in their respective territories. 


Synodical meeting was held in Beal Heights Church, Lawton, 
October 21-24, 1925. Mrs. H. L. Cockerham attended this meet- 
ing through the courtesy of the Home Mission Committee and 
proved a most resourceful person; she gave an address on ‘‘Home 
Missions’’, reviewed the Home Mission Study Book, ‘‘Out of the 
Wilderness’’, presented her plan for ‘‘Building of the Auxiliary”’ 
and conducted a devotional service. Mrs. Cockerham could do this 
because she combines consecration, thorough knowledge, human 
sympathy and understanding with a sense of humor. Rey. J. W. 
Allen, missionary to Africa, was speaker for the closing session 
and presented the appeal of Africa in a way to arouse the interest 
of his hearers, in the work in the Congo. He also showed speci- 
mens of the native’s handwork and other curios which gave an 
insight into the life and habits of the natives. 

The Beal Heights Auxiliary presented a drama ‘‘Oh. Doctor’? 
showing the need for support for the various church causes through 
the auxiliary budget. The Historian, Mrs. S. B. Springs, reported 
the creation of a Christian Endeavor district, composed of Choc- 
taw, Pushmataha and McCurtain counties in the fall of 1924 known 
as the ‘‘Baby District’’. A separate Conference for Young People 


ma the Synod was planned during the Encampment at Falls 
reek. 
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Reports indicate an increase in gifts, Prayer Bands, Mission 
and Bible Study Classes, but there was a decline in some other 
objectives. 


In the years 1925-1926 a gratifying increase in membership 
was reported. In volunteers for Life Service, Oklahoma ranked 
sixth in the Assembly. There were also more Foreign Mission 
Study classes. 


The outstanding achievement was the securing of the Auxiliary 
Birthday Gift to endow a Bible Chair for Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College. Our President, Mrs. L. Fountain, in the name of the 
Oklahoma Synodieal, offered to give a dollar for each dollar given 
by the other Synodicals. The women of the Auxiliary were urged 
to give one dollar each, and almost reached the goal. The full- 
blood Indians of the state were also solicited and in response 
pledged about $25,000. These donors were not Presbyterians but 
appreciated the work O. P. C. is doing. The total gift was $42,- 
573.79. 


Mrs. H. P. Winsborough, Superintendent of Woman’s Work, 
recommended that each Synodical finance and edit a history of 
the Presbyterian Church within its jurisdiction. It was decided 
to postpone this project until next year as the time was not suf- 
ficient to prepare a satisfactory history for the current year. 


The annual Synodical meeting was held in Goodland, October 
21-22, 1926. Mr. J. E. Watts, President of the Southwest School 
and Home at Itasca, Texas, gave a report of the conditions and 
progress of the school. Oklahoma has a responsibility for this 
school to which it contributes. 


One of the outstanding accomplishments of this year was the 
publication of the book, ‘‘Oklahoma Trails’’, compiled and edited 
by Mrs. G. T. Ralls. A number of church leaders contributed 
to this historical collection which covered all phases of the church 
work and will remain a valuable possession of Oklahoma Presby- 
terians. For the edition of this book, Mrs. Ralls was enrolled 
among the ‘‘Who’s Who in Oklahoma”’’. 


The Executive Committee of Synodical cooperated with Synod 
in promoting the ‘‘Laymen’s Convention’’ held in Oklahoma City. 
A successful Young Peoples Conference was held at Falls Creek 
in July. The promotion of Daily Vacation Bible Schools was the 
outgrowth of a recognized need and some successful schools were 


reported. 
Mrs. Winsborough planned to attend this meeting, but through 


a mistake in a Western Union message, was not able to make the 
trip. By a change in the By-Laws, Art. II, Section I reads: ‘‘No 
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member shall be eligible to the same office more than two times 
successively.’’ 


The missionary speaker this year was Mrs. C. H. Smith from 
our China Mission. She pictured the life and need of the Chinese 
and made a strong appeal for the prayers and gifts of the women 
of the church. Mrs. Fountain, who is a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Southwest School and Home, gave instances of 
boys and girls who had finished high school and entered into suc- 
cessful careers. The Encampment was held this year at Boulder 
in the Wichita Mountains Preserve with an attendance of 150. 
Synodical requested Synod to continue the Encampment. 


The Synodical Meeting was held in Mahota Memorial Church 
of Marietta, October 25-26, 1927. Miss Elizabeth Harnsberger con- 
ducted the Bible Hour periods. Miss Nancy White represented 
the Assembly’s Home Mission Committee and presented the pro- 
gram and needs of that branch of the church work. Miss White 
also gave helpful talks on Auxiliary methods. An _ historical 
pageant, ‘‘Glimpses of the Past’’, written and directed by Mrs. 
Dave Stovall, was a feature of an evening program. Dr. C. D. 
Fulton’s address on Mission work in Japan was a high heht of 
the program. 


A knowledge of the need for hospital supplies in foreign mis- 
sion fields led to the establishment of ‘‘White Cross Work’’ in 
the Auxiliary. The hospitals were assigned to the Synodicals and 
sent lists of their needs. This was a heaven sent idea. It brings 
our women nearer the mission fields than any other method. 
Oklahoma Synodical fell into line and some supplies were sent 
to the foreign field. Mrs. Dave Stovall presented the Synodical 
President, Mrs. Fountain, with a gavel made of laurel wood from 
Montreat, on behalf of Durant Presbyterial. The President rec- 
ommended: 


“That we forget what we have done for other people and remember 
what other people have done for us; ignore what the world owes us and 
think what we owe the world; put our rights in the background, and our 
duties in the middle distance and our chance to do more in the foreground. 
Trim our lamps so they will give more light and less smoke; to make a 
grave for our ugly thoughts and a garden for our kindly feelings with the 
gate open”. 

Mrs. W. B. Morrison had charge of our Oklahoma Training 
School this year which was held at Falls Creek, July 24-August 2, 
1927. Credits were offered to adults in Bible and Mission Study 
Classes. Dr. Long taught Bible Classes and Miss Van De Vanter 
taught Missions. Miss Dorothy Fincher became a Young Peoples 
Area Worker in Oklahoma and Mangum Presbyterial assumed a 
partial support for this worthy cause. Durant Presbyterial pledged 
funds to support a Bible woman in Korea and also to aid a mis- 
Sion worker in our own state. Indian Presbytery held their sum- 
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mer conference at Cherokee Lake and both men and women studied 
Oklahoma Trails. Miss Dorothy Fincher was in charge of the 
Young People’s conference at the same place. One new auxiliary 
was organized in Indian Presbytery. 


The Civil War in China, which caused the withdrawal of many 
missionaries in China, was subsiding and 100 of the 176 mission- 
aries had returned to their fields. Our White Cross Supplhes 
amounting to $96.37 were sent to Korea. 


The Oklahoma Synodical became conscious of the value of 
collecting and preserving historical data and records. The His- 
torian, Mrs. HE. lL. Pitchlyn, corresponded with Mrs. Earl Fowler 
and Dr. S. M. Tenney, Curator for the Historical Foundation of 
the Presbyterian and Reformed Churches of America and began 
the process of collecting and depositmg in the Foundation, his- 
tories of local Churches and Auxiliaries, Presbyterials and the 
Synodical. 


Mangum Presbyterial was represented at the Summer School 
of Missions by its President, Mrs. J. P. Stewart. The Presbyterial 
decided to send its President to this school once during her term 
of office. 


A total of four new Auxiliaries was added to the roll of this 
year, Oklahoma Synodical stood at the top of the list in per capita 
gifts. 

The annual meeting convened in Central Presbyterian Church, 
Oklahoma City, October 16-18, 1928. Miss Dorothy Fincher had 
charge of the Bible Hour. As Synod was also meeting in Okla- 
homa City, the Synodical joined them in the evening service when 
Dr. S. L. Morris of th Home Missions Committee gave the address 
of the evening. This closed Mrs. L. Fountain’s term of office 
and Mrs. Wilbur Garvin of Lawton was chosen as her successor. 
The Synodical presented Mrs. Fountain with a fountain pen and 
pencil as a token of their appreciation of her faithful service. 


When Mrs. Wilbur Garvin of Lawton assumed the duties of 
President, she was imbued with a great love for the work and 
faithfulness to her responsibilities. In the spring of 1929 she at- 
tended the meeting of Indian Presbyterial at Cold Springs. A 
group of the women were talking and smiling and they decided on 
a name for Mrs. Garvin. It was ‘‘Minco Cheta’’, which means, 
“‘Big Queen’’. Mrs. Garvin was a big woman and the name was 
given affectionately. This was her name to them as long as she 
served. ; 


The Synodical contributed $50.00 in money as well as its 
service to the Encampment this year. The Training School De- 
partment was in charge of Mrs. L. Fountain. We lead all Synod- 
icals in our per capita gift of $18.00. 
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Mangum Presbyterial pledged $175.00 to the support of Miss 
Dorothy Fincher as Young People’s Worker in Oklahoma. Two 
Auxiliaries of this Presbytery, which had not been active, were 
reorganized and a new Church and Auxiliary were organized at 
Carnegie, Oklahoma. 


The Annual meeting was held at Hugo in October, 1929. Miss 
Mary Bittinger had charge of the Bible Hour. Miss Dorothy 
Fincher gave an encouraging report of her work. Rev. W. A. 
Rolle, Superintendent of Home Missions in Oklahoma, gave an 
address on Home Missions. Mr. J. E. Watts brought a message 
from the Southwest School and Home at Itasca, Texas. He reported 
that Oklahoma had five children in the school. Dr. Tenney’s re- 
quest for historical material to be sent to Montreat was presented 
and a motion was made to comply with his request. 


Rev. Conway Wharton, missionary to Africa, gave a report 
of the work and conditions in the Congo. He said that where 
Livingston and Stanley first camped, there is a church of 30,000 
people. Mrs. Fred Hancock, former missionary to China, but 
whose husband is now a pastor in Oklahoma, gave an enlightening 
talk on China. 


There were 30 Auxiliaries reported in Oklahoma this year 
and the membership was increased. A new Auxiliary was or- 
ganized at Duncan. 


The President of Durant Presbyterial, Mrs. W. B. Morrison, 
and Mrs. Wilbur Garvin attended the Montreat Conference. 


A new venture in Mangum Presbytery was the establishment 
of the Oklahoma Student’s Center for Mexican Young People, 
in the Manse of Central Presbyterian Church. It was supported 
largely by Central Church. Rev. and Mrs. James Wray, former 
missionaries to Mexico, brought a group of Mexican young people 
with them when they returned to the United States and have been 
responsible for their maintenance. They attended various schools 
and colleges. 


Indian Presbyterial continued its Encampment at Cherokee 
Lake and admitted Dr. John Crockett and Dr. W. A. Rolle into 
the Choctaw Tribe. Mr. 8. B. Spring, who was Superintendent 
of Goodland Indian Orphanage, passed away in April. He was 
instrumental in the erection of several new buildings on the campus 
and the addition of valuable land. His wife served as historian 
for Synodical for several years. The old log cabin home of Gov- 
ernor Basil LeFlore, first Governor of the Choctaw Nation, was 
moved to the Campus to be used as an historical museum. 


Mrs. Fred Hancock was Chairman of the Training School at 
Price’s Falls in July. A well organized curriculum was prepared. 
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Dr. Alexander of Dallas, Texas, taught the Bible Course. Mr. 
Craig taught Stewardship. Mrs. W. B. Morrison conducted the 
Missions classes. 


Beal Heights Lawton Church entertained Synodical October 
7-9, 1930. The innovation of this year was the issuance of the 
minutes of Synodical independent of Synod. They were type- 
written and were the result of much effort, but it was a step 
forward. Miss Irene Hope Hudson visited Young People’s or- 
ganizations and Auxiliaries in Oklahoma under the direction of 
the Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. At 
the meeting of Synod, Mrs. G. T. Ralls was elected a member 
of the Board of Trustees of Austin College at Sherman, Texas. 


The highlight of the Synodical meeting was the presence and 
guidance of our Secretary of Woman’s Work, Miss Janie Me- 
Gaughey, who lead the devotionals and also gave helpful instruc- 
tion in various lines. Miss Dorothy Fincher, in her report, ex- 
pressed her opinion that the Encampment this year was the best 
one yet held. 


Oklahoma Synodical led all Synodicals in five points, namely: 
per capita gifts to all causes, 50% attendance at Auxiliary Meet- 
ings, Home Mission Study Class attendance and per capita gifts 
to Home Missions and the Birthday Offering. The Synodical pre- 
sented a scholarship for the Goodland Indian Orphanage to be 
known as the ‘‘Bella McCallum Gibbons Seholarship.”’ 


The Annual meeting was held in the First Presbyterian Chureh 
of Durant, October 7-8, 1931. Miss Sammy Hogue led the Bible 
Study Hour. Rev. and Mrs. Lardner Moore, missionaries to Japan 
and former Oklahomans, both contributed to the meetings by their 
talks on Japan. 


Two Indian boys, products of Goodland, entered Austin Semi- 
nary and the Synodical gave $50 to their support. A new plan 
for Christian Education and Ministerial Relief reports was recom- 
mended by the Woman’s Advisory Committee and was adopted 
by the Synodical. The Presbyterial Secretary of C. HE. & M. R. 
would choose the best five reports sent to her and send to Synod- 
ical Secretary of that Cause. She in turn would select the best 
one in each Presbyterial and send to Miss Irene Hope Hudson. A 
committee would choose the best one from each Synodical and 
it would be presented at the Auxiliary Training School at Mon- 
treat. 


Indian Presbytery presented Dr. R. C. Anderson, of Montreat, 
with a large bow and arrow and they were placed over the fire- 
place in the lobby of Assembly Inn. A similar presentation was 
made to Dr. and Mrs. Robert Currie as a wedding gift. Mrs. 
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Currie’s maiden name was Dorothy Fincher and her marriage meant 
the loss of her services to Oklahoma. The year saw a new member 
enter in the person of Miss Sarah Hamilton as teacher at O.P.C. 
Dr. W. B. Morrison had a gavel made from a piece of wood from 
the original Le Flore’s Governor’s mansion and Dr. Firebaugh 
presented it to the General Assembly. 


An outstanding historical incident was the publication of the 
book, ‘‘The Red Man’s Trail’, by W. B. Morrison which was used 
as a study book by many Auxiliaries. 


Much eredit is due the Auxiliary of Bennington for their 
part in the erection of a new church there. 


The Goodland Church was the scene of the 20th annual ses- 
sion of the Synodical, September 27-28, 1932. <A great effort 
was made to have all past Synodical Presidents present, but ill- 
ness and other causes prevented. Messages were read from most 
of them, however. Miss Sarah Hamilton conducted the Bible 
Study periods. Rev. A. R. Craig, missionary to Japan, and a 
former Oklahoma pastor, delivered the evening address. Good- 
land school students furnished the music. Dr. H. H. Sweets, Sec- 
retary of ©. E. & M. R., was a speaker and delivered a stirring 
address. Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh was elected to succeed Mrs. Gar- 
vin as Synodical President. 


Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh was the first Synodical President chosen 
from Indian Presbytery and was well equipped for this service 
by her years spent in Indian Presbytery as wife of a missionary 
and her years of service in the Auxiliary, having been one of the 
group of officers elected at the organization of the Synodical. 


The reports indicated a growth in family altars and prayer 
bands this year. The recipient of our Synodical’s White Cross 
work has been changed and we now send supplies to Luebo, Africa. 


Both the Indian Conference at Cherokee Lake and the other 
at Goodland were helpful and well planned. The Training School, 
the faculty of which included Rev. H. H. Applewhite of Ft. Worth, 
Texas who taught ‘‘Studies in Psalms’’; Rev. R. A. Partlow, 
Sherman, Texas, ‘‘Personal Evangelism’’; Mrs. Andrew Bramlett, 
“ Auxiliary Methods’: and Mrs. lL. Fountain, ‘‘Missions,”’’ included 
adults, young people and children. 


_ A new dormitory was built at Cherokee Lake. The plan to 
give a ‘“‘Joy Gift’’, at Christmas to Ministerial Relief was de- 
veloped which bore fruit for many years. 


Mangum Church entertained Synodical October te ce 1933. 
Miss Marearet McMullen conducted the Bible Hour. R. M. 
Firebaugh and Mrs. Andrew Bramlett were guest or An 
unusual number on the program was a song by Mrs. R. M. Fire- 
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baugh and Mrs. L. A. Lawrence in the Choctaw language. Mrs. 
Chris Matheson conducted the Devotional periods. 


The comparative chart prepared by the Committee on Woman’s 
Work showed that Oklahoma Synodical maintained its high rank 
in per capita gifts and was also first in attendance and held 
second place in Christain Social Service Work and in the use of 
Prayer Calendars. There was an increase in membership and in 
White Cross Work. The Historian reported better cooperation 
in the task of collecting data and sending in histories. Foreign 
Mission Study and Contributions also improved. Mrs. Firebaugh 
again acted as Chairman for the Training School held at Price’s 
Falls, July 24-August 2. Three credit courses were offered, 
namely: Bible, Rev. Chris Matheson; Missions, Mrs. Chris Math- 
eson; Auxiliary Methods, Mrs. W. B. Morrison. Dr. W. B. Mor- 
rison taught ‘‘Church History.’’ Two social features were the 
Synodical Party and a reception given in honor of the faculty. 


The twenty-second Annual Meeting of the Synodical was held 
at Oklahoma Presbyterian College, October 23-25, 1934. Mrs. 
T. M. Cunningham, the President of Texas Synodical, was a 
guest at this meeting and contributed to the program. Miss Amy 
Robinson conducted the Bible Hour. A unique incident was the 
visit of the Auxillary of the First Presbyterian Church of Sher- 
man, Texas. 


Miss Janie McGaughey, Secretary of Woman’s Work, again 
visited Oklahoma. She addressed the audience on the subject, 
‘‘Jesus our Guide and King’’. She also presented Mrs. Firebaugh 
a diploma showing her completion of twelve units in the Auxiliary 
Training Course at Montreat. This was a meeting of distinguished 
visitors. Another was Mrs. J. J. Read, a pioneer missionary and 
the first Historian of the Synodical. The Goodland Indian girls 
furnished music for an evening program. Mrs. R. R. Craig di- 
rected the closing Bible Study. 


The Synodical membership increased again this year, being 
958. This was paralleled by an increase in carrying out the pro- 
grams of the Auxiliary and in gifts. Indian Presbyterial reported 
a good Conference at Cherokee Lake. Mrs. Firebaugh taught the 
Bible using ‘‘Studies in the Holy Spirit.’’ 


The Auxiliaries at St. Matthews and Cold Springs were re- 
organized. The President, Mrs. Firebaugh, acting with a com- 
mittee of which Mrs. Chris Matheson was chairman, arranged the 
program for the Synodical’s Training School, which was held in 
conjunction with the ministers and laymen’s Conference at Okla- 
homa Presbyterian College, June 18-25, 1935. Platform Bible 
Studies were conducted by Dr. Thos. Currie using ‘‘Studies in the 
Holy Spirit’’. 
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Missions, ‘‘That Other America’’, was under the leadership 
of Miss Edith Foster, missionary to Brazil. Mrs. Chris Matheson 
taught ‘‘Stewardship’’, and Miss Anne Cameron, ‘‘Planning the 
Good Life’’. A Leadership Training Class was directed by Miss 
Frances Shise. Dr. H. H. Sweets, Chairman of the Committee 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, was also a guest 
speaker and spent several days at the Conference. 


The contingent fee was under discussion and it was decided 
to base the quota on the giving strength of the Auxiliary rather 
than on the membership. This was a step toward getting all the 
women of the church reported and getting away from the idea of 
fee and thinking in terms of a quota. 


The Synodical met again at Goodland, October 22-23, 1935. 
Rev. and Mrs. C. C. Anderson, of Montgomery, Alabama were 
guests of the Synodical and both made contributions to the pro- 
eram. Miss Myrtle Williams, Director of Religious Education 
in Paris Presbytery, Texas, presented that cause. Miss Edith 
Hodgson of Oklahoma Presbyterian College, conducted the Bible 
Study. Dr. W. A. Rolle gave an outline of Synod’s Work. 


The newly ordained Indian Ministers, Rev. Oscar Gardner 
and Rev. Grady James presented a vivid picture of the life of 
the Choctaws and their needs. The death of Miss Janie Mc- 
Gaughey’s mother was announced. 


The year 1935-36 was the Diamond Jubilee Year of our Church. 
The President of Mangum Presbyterial attended the Auxiliary 
Training School at Montreat. More White Cross Work was done 
this year than ever before. Miss Mada I. McCutcheon, mission- 
ary to Chnia, attended the Presbyterial meetings and contributed 
to their programs. Indian Presbyterial invited members of the 
U. S. A. Church to join in some of their Group Conferences. 
More Negro Conferences were held this year. 


Oklahoma Synodical stood first among the Synodicals in 
per capita gifts, Prayer Groups and Family Altars. The An- 
nual meeting was held in Shawnee, October 27-28, 1936. Miss 
Edith Hodgson was Bible Teacher again this year. 


Mrs. Kib Warren, first president of the Synodical, was on 
the program but her mother passed away on that day so the 
Synodical sent flowers to the home instead of the corsage which 
was planned to be given to Mrs. Warren. 


Rev. Claud Pritchard, Educational Secretary of the Home 
Mission Committee, was a guest at this meeting and added much 
to the program by giving two addresses. Four Indian boys from 
Goodland Orphanage sang a quartet. Their musie teacher, Mrs. 
Dave Stovall, presented the work of the School. Mrs. W. B. 
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Morrison, Durant, was elected to serve as President for the en- 
suing four years. 


The program of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Synod of 
Oklahoma moved steadily forward during 1938-39 under the leader- 
ship of Mrs. W. B. Morrison, as Synodical President. Though the 
number of Auxiliaries reported (41) and number of members 
(1089) were the same as last year the officer’s reports showed 
evidence of advance in several fields of endeavor. Those making 
greatest gains were: ‘‘ Women enlisted in some study or service,”’ 
‘““Business Women’s Circles,’’ ‘‘White Cross Work and Bible 
Study,’’ and a new Auxiliary in Indian Presbytery. 


Fourteen women attended the Auxiliary Training School at 
Montreat. Twelve of these took courses for credit. It was gra- 
tifying to have the president of the Auxiliary of Indian Presby- 
tery, Mrs. Emet John there. Young People’s Work, under the 
leadership of Miss Hvelyn Green, increased in interest. Confer- 
ences for negro women were held and splendid results were seen. 
Both Presbyterial and Synodical Meetings were well attended 
and outstanding speakers were on the programs. Mrs. Rowena 
McCutcheon, former Missionary to Africa, and Miss Janie Me- 
Gaughey, Secretary of Woman’s Work made the program un- 
usually attractive and helpful. Miss Margaret Shelby, Mission- 
ary to Mexico, was an interesting speaker at the Presbyterial 
meetings. 


The Adult Conference held at Oklahoma Presbyterian College 
in June 1938, was well attended. Hight of the twelve Auxiliaries 
of Mangum Presbytery were represented. Mrs. Sarah Lee Tim- 
mons taught methods of Auxiliary Work and Dr. Geo. W. Diehl, 
of Corpus Christi, Texas, taught Bible. Our Synodical President, 
Mrs. W. B. Morrison was honored by being elected Chairman of 
the Woman’s Advisory Committee for the year. She was privi- 
leged to attend the Council of Women for Home Missions in 
Baltimore and the Post-Madras meeting in Kansas City, Missouri. 
This was an echo meeting of the World Conference in Madras. 
The Young people of Indian Presbytery under the leadership of 
Rev. Oscar Gardner bought a $25 station share in Patycuare, Mex- 
ico, helping in the task of ‘‘Running youth around the world to 
Christ.”’ 

Among the many items of news sent in to your Historian for 
the period 1939-40 there was none more interesting, I think, than 
a letter from a woman in Indian Presbytery. I had been told 
that I could get from her a history of her church and so I wrote 
asking that she send it to me. To this she replied that I had 
been misinformed. That the history was not complete and prob- 
ably never would be because of lost data, and added the signi- 
ficant comment that they were not so much concerned about keep- 
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ing records but they hoped that God was keeping a record of 
their work. I do not even remember the name of the writer but 
I think when I reach that General Assembly Above I shall see 
and know her as she stands with her records which God has kept. 


The lady had never a thought, I am sure, that she was con- 
tributing to my history and I am afraid if owe her an apology 
for making this reference, but I am wondering if hers is not the 
attitude of many of our Oklahoma Auxiliaries—they are plant- 
ing and watering, trusting God to give the increase—and keep 
the records. Oklahoma Synodical is most surely advancing—more 
than the reports disclose—but there is still much unused talent 
and ability waiting to developed—and ‘‘The harvest is white.’’ 


The Young People’s Encampment at Craterville in the Wich- 
ita Mountains conducted by Miss Evelyn Green, Rev. Baker and 
other helpers was of untold benefit to those who attended, and 
sent them home filled with an earnest Christian zeal eager to 
work in a Young People’s organization. How tragic when the 
home church has no organization to offer them! Let us pray 
that the time may soon come when every church in our Synod 
will have a live working Society for our Young People—the fu- 
ture Oklahoma Synod. 


The Five Hours of Intensive Bible Study is a real spiritual 
feast—one that under the direction of earnest, qualified teachers 
grows in interest each year. 


The Vacation Bible School financed this year by the Birth- 
day Offermg was a forward step and a revelation to many of 
our churches, proving ability and powers before unknown. In 
one of our churches which heretofore had had no Bible School 
because they felt they had no leaders and no money to bring 
in outside talent, there was a ten days school with a large at- 
tendance and a corps of sixteen instructors and workers, all local 
talent, and all unpaid! They were a bit afraid when they found 
that there was no help available at the time it was convenient 
for them to have the school but Miss Green met with an inter- 


ested group and gave plans and instructions the week before and 
the work moved on nicely. 


Mrs. Askew’s itinerary was most helpful as representatives 


from almost every auxiliary were privileged to hear her inspir- 
ational messages. 


Rev. Gaines B. Hall and Rey. R. R. Craig have brought added 
interest to our work this year with their wholesome suggestions 
and helps from their reports of the work in the Home Field. 


This year marks the closing of a four year term of office 
for our President, Mrs. Morrison, and as she rounds out her work 
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she leaves behind an enviable record and one which will be a 
worthy stimulus for her successor. She has represented our Synod- 
ical at Montreat each year, serving the year 1938-39 as chairman 
of the Woman’s Advisory Committee, and in that capacity at- 
tended the Council of Women for Home Missions at Baltimore, 
the Post Madras meeting in Kansas City, and other meetings of 
interest in various parts of the country. She has kept in close 
touch with the Synodical by mecting with group conferences and 
Presbyterials. Her Christ like spirit, earnestness, wholesomeness 
has been a constant inspiration to her work-fellows. 


I watched a workman lay the stones and firmly 
mortar them in place 

For strong foundation to support some edifice 
of stately grace; 

And questions idly passed my lips as steadily 
he placed the stones: 

What was this edifice to be? Or what its use when 
it was done? 

What of its style? And would it stand with 
sturdy doric columns tall? 

When would the building be complete with roof 

o’er head and windowed wall? 

But to my questions he replied with humble mien 
“T did not ask. 

The architect assigns the work and knows the 
plan. “This is my task.” 

O, soul that restless grows, ask not to know the 
finished work—the final goal. 

The Architect assigned your task and in His Hand 
the plan doth hold. 


At the twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary, Synod of Oklahoma, at Lawton, Mrs. Chris Matheson of 
Shawnee, was elected President and she served for the three years 
included in this historical sketch. Co-operant with her as Pres- 
byterial Presidents were: Mrs. T. H. Atkins, Bromide, of Durant 
Presbytery; and Mrs. J. 8. Skaggs, Oklahoma City, of Mangum 
Presbytery; and Mrs. Frank Hotema, Goodland, of Indian Pres- 
bytery. 


In 1940, the Second World War was in progress and though 
the U. S. was not involved, our country was making preparations 
for such an eventuality. In 1941 we were actually participating 
in the struggle and this changed the even tenor of life throughout 
the nation. While many changes necessarily came, the work of 
the Church was not diminished. Our Missionaries in Asia were 
compelled to come home, but Home Missions and local expansion 
assumed greater importance. 


In 1940 there were 40 Auxiliaries with a membership of 1,151. 
In 1943, 37 Auxiliaries reported 1059 members with 80% of these 
enlisted in some study or service. Four Auxiliaries were lost: 
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Cordell, of Mangum Presbytery, was transferred to the U. S. A. 
Board and the Apache Church was sold. Old Bennington of In- 
dian Presbytery and Mead of Durant Presbytery were also lost. 
However, a new Church was organized in Oklahoma City, called 
the West Nichols Hills Church, and a thriving Auxiliary has been 
enrolled there. A steady increase in the number of daily Bible 
readers, Bible Classes, Prayer Groups, Season of Prayer for both 
Home and Foreign Missions, with Self-Denial offerings for same 
are evidence of the interest and service of the women of the church. 


Section 3 of Article 2 of the By-Laws of the Auxiliary of the 
Synod was changed to fix the term of office for all officers ex- 
cept Historian for three years. Oklahoma followed the recom- 
mendation of the W. A. C. as did all the Synodical Auxiliaries 
of the Assembly. The Auxiliaries of the three Presbyteries made 
similar changes. This year completes the first three-year-term of 
office in the Synodical. The revised Constitution and By-Laws 
were printed in the 1942 Minutes. 


In July of 1941 the Auxiliary of the Synod financed the ex- 
penses of a car to make the trip to Montreat for the Auxillary 
Training School. By this means, five Auxiliary members were en- 
abled to attend. Three women went from Oklahoma City, in 
addition to the President, Mrs. Matheson, and Mrs. W. B. Mor- 
rison, member of Committee on Woman’s Work. Thus, there 
were ten women from Oklahoma enrolled with all three Presidents 
of the Presbyterials present, the largest group to attend. 


In 1942 it was impossible to send a ear, due to gas restrictions, 
but two Auxiliary members from Oklahoma City made the trip 
with the President, Mrs. Chris Matheson and Mrs. W. B. Morrison. 


Due to submarine warfare in the Atlantic Ocean, the shipment 
of White Cross supplies to our Mission in Africa was discontinued 
in 1941-1942, but in 1942-1943 we were able to send them again. 


An increase in interest and promotion of Religious Edueation 
in the Synod was evident in the attendance at two Religious Hdu- 
cation Institutes held in Durant and Oklahoma City in 1941 and 
1942. It was also evident in the large number of Auxiliaries spon- 
soring Vacation Bible Schools. 


In 1943 a meeting planned by Mrs. Matheson and a commit- 
tee appointed at the Annual Synodical meeting, was held in Nor- 
man for Presbyterian Students in the State University. A fine 
program and a good attendance featured the Student Dinner. 
A similar meeting was planned for A. and M. College at Still- 
water and will be held later. Since there is no Prebyterian U. S. 
Church in either College center this was a step to keep in touch 
with our Young People. 
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Due to the difficulties of travel, it was not expedient to send 
a car to Montreat, N. C., in 1943, so an Oklahoma Conference was 
planned by the President, Mrs. Matheson, and an able commit- 
tee. This was held at O. P. C. in Durant, and was well attended 
considering the restrictions of the time. There were 114 delegates 
which included Pioneer, Young People and Adult groups. The 
program was comprehensive and included such leaders and teach- 
ers as: Dr. W. B. Guerrant, Austin College, Sherman, Texas; Miss 
Amy Robinson, former Missionary to Japan, now at O. P. C.; 
Miss Wilodine Gisler, O. P. C.; and Miss Verita Barnett, from the 
Presbyterian Book Store, Texarkana, Ark.-Tex.. 


The Home Mission Emergency Fund Campaign was loyally 
supported. The allotment from this fund for building new churches 
in Oklahoma will greatly strengthen the Church. 


\ 


Conferences for Negro women were held each year where the 
Negro population was sufficient to warrant this phase of work. 
These with the services held for them on the World Day of Prayer 
each year were greatly appreciated by those reached. 


A new venture matured in the giving of two Honorary Life 
Memberships in 1941 to Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh and to Mrs. W. B. 
Morrison. In 1942 one was bestowed upon Mrs. Wilbur Garvin 
and in 1948 Mrs. Chris Matheson, Mrs. G. T. Ralls and Mrs. R. 
W. Calhoon were the recipients. 


The Synodical Auxiliary was glad to have Mrs. S. H. Askew, 
Field Worker of Committee on Woman’s Work, visit all three of 
our Presbyteria] Auxiliaries in April, 1948. 


Each year Oklahoma has been 100% in its participation in 
the Birthday Gift Offering. In 1943, Oklahoma had the largest 
per capita gift of any Synodical Auxiliary. The total gift of 
over $67,000 went for Christian Literature in Mexico. 


Oklahoma was honored when Mrs. W. B. Morrison was made 
a. member of the Assembly’s Committee on Woman’s Work, and 
Mrs. Chris Matheson was elected Vice Chairman of the Woman’s 
Advisory Committee for the year 1942-43. 


Three interesting Annual meetings were held. Their programs 
were built to advance and to strengthen our cords. 


In 1941, Idabel was hostess. Stress was laid on Christian 
Education with Dr. Henry H. Sweets and Dr. W. B. Guerrant as 
speakers. Some students from O. P. C. and Goodland conducted - 
a most impressive Worship Service. It was a real joy to have 
Miss Grace Wisner from the Committee on Woman’s Work as 
speaker and counsellor, and Mrs. Lardner Moore, returned Mis- 
sionary from Japan. A report of what Montreat meant to them 
was given by those who attended the Auxiliary Training School. 
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In 1942 the meeting was held in Talihina, Indian Presbytery, 
and the guests were served barbecued chicken which is a tradition 
with Talihina. This year there were two outstanding objectives: 
The Home Mission Emergency Fund presented by Dr. R. D. Bed- 
inger and the Religious Education Advance by Rev. Thos. B. Gal- 
laher, Regional Director for Texas and Oklahoma. Dr: B. Ke 
Tenney gave a stirring message on Stewardship. The thirtieth 
anniversary of the organization of the Auxiliary of the Synod 
of Oklahoma was celebrated, giving ‘‘Thirty Years In Review.”” 
Five of the eight Presidents gave reminiscences of their terms 
of service and messages from the other three were read by women 
associated with them in their work. Rev. Chris Matheson, D. D., 
who knew all the presidents personally gave a characteristic intro- 
duction to each. 


Oklahoma City Central Chureh entertained the Auxiliary in 
1943. The high light of this meeting was the emphasis on the 
Christian Home. Dr. P. H. Carmichael came from Richmond, Va., 
to deliver the address on the subject, ‘‘The Christian Home in 
World Crisis.’’ Dr. R. P. Richardson, returned Missionary from 
China, gave a stirring address on conditions in the Far Hast. Dr. 
M. E. Melvin gave information on Sunday School Extension in 
war areas and Miss Ann Pipkin, Area Worker and Miss Elizabeth 
Becknell, S. S. Extension Worker, spoke on Work in Defense 
Areas. The hostess church gave a most enjoyable ‘‘Musical Dinner’’ 
which will long be remembered. ; 


At this meeting Mrs. D. A. Stovall of Hugo, was elected to 
succeed Mrs. Matheson as President. 


Appreciation of Mrs. Chris Matheson’s thoroughness in con- 
ducting the work of the Synodical Auxiliary to promote its ex- 
pansion in scope and function in all its branches, her leadership 
’ in spirituality and encouragement to those associated with her, 
was expressed by Mrs. T. H. Atkins when she presented Mrs. 
Matheson with an Honorary Life Membership. 


Interest in collecting historical data and making deposits in 
the Historical Foundation, Montreat, N. C., increased during these 
three years. A binder for Indian Presbytery was secured and we 
now have four binders, one for each Presbytery and one for the 
Synod. These are steadily being filled. Presbyterial Historians 
have been active in their work and have added considerably to 
our contributions to the Foundation. Durant Presbytery sent a 
Communion Set from the Wapanucka Church. This was the re- 
sult of several years of endeavor. 


The biographies of the eight Presidents of the Auxiliary of 
the Synod have been placed in our binder and several of the His- 
torians. Data for the complete history has been collected, which 
will soon be ready for filing. 
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The war-torn world passed through the most abject suffering 
and want and the greatest loss of lives in the history of the 
human race, during this year, April, 1944 to March 1945. Also 
more was said in radio broadcasts and through the printed page 
of men calling on God. The women of the Auxiliary of Okla- 
homa did what their hands found to do, prayed and hoped. 


New churches were organized and two new Auxiliaries were 
added to the Synodical roll. They were Seminole in Durant Pres- 
bytery and Westminister of Lawton in Mangum Presbytery. The 
total membership increased and gifts advanced in greater pro- 
portion. The per capita gift was $9.50. The birthday offering 
was the highest per capita in the General Assembly. 


A Family Conference was held in Durant at Oklahoma Pres- 
byterian College, June 5-9, 1944. The attendance was as good 
as could be expected under prevailing travel conditions. The 
instruction and inspiration was well worth the efforts of the 
President, Mrs. D. A. Stovall and her committee. Indian Pres- 
byterial Meeting conducted by Mrs. Frank Hotema, President, 
had as an outstanding feature, the dedication of a Woman’s Build- 
ing at Good Springs. They established a Scholarship for Okla- 
homa Presbyterian College. Mrs. Firebaugh was honored by being 
invited to be a hostess for the Home Mission Conference at Mon- 
treat. 


The new Auxiliary at Seminole was the fruit of the perse- 
vering efforts of Mrs. J. C. Gunter, President of Durant Presby- 
terial and her co-workers. 


The church at Antlers was destroyed by fire but plans are. 
maturing to build a new and better church building. 


The president of Mangum Presbyterial, Mrs. O. lL. Parsons 
resigned due to the fact that her husband, Dr. Parsons had been 
taken into Military Service and her family required her time. 
The Vice-President, Mrs. Marvin Woodworth of Minco assumed 
the duties of the office and completed a well rounded year’s work. 


The Historian accepted the responsibility of collecting funds 
for erecting a new building for the Historical Foundation at Mon- 
treat, North Carolina. The three Presbyterial Historians, Mrs. 
Geo. Roesler, Oklahoma City, Mrs. Jack Andrews, Holdenville 
and Mrs. R. M. Firebaugh, Hugo, promoted the campaign in their 
respective presbyteries. Indian Presbyterial was 100% in giving 
to this cause and Mrs. Firebaugh was awarded special recognition 
for her services. The fund was designated, ‘‘The Bella McCallum 
Gibbons Memorial Fund’’ in recognition of the long and faithful 
services of this grand Christian woman as wife of a Missionary. She 
served as Treasurer of Goodland Indian School for many years and 
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Secretary of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Synod of Oklahoma and 
in other capacities in the Synodical. 


The Annual Meeting was held in Sulphur October 19-20, 1944. 


As speakers we list: Dr. C. HE. Melvin on Home Mission Emer- - 


gency Fund, and Miss Anna Farr Pipkin on Sunday School Ex- 
tension Work in Oklahoma. Miss Edith Hodgson conducted the 
Worship Services. Rev. J. W. Allen, Missionary from Africa, 
gave an address on the Congo Mission. This was of special in- 
terest since our White Cross supplies are sent there. 


Two Life Membership certificates and pins were presented. 
One to Mrs. Kib Warren, first president of the Synodical and the 
other to Mrs. L. Fountain the fourth president, now of Paris, 
Texas. 


The Presbyterial meetings were well attended. Women of 
the Presbyterials conducted the devotional periods and Miss Amy 
Robinson, Missionary from Japan, gave the Missionary messages. 


This closes five years service as Historian for the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Synod of Oklahoma. During this time, the his- 
tory of each current year has been prepared and filed in the His- 
torical Foundation, the biographies of the eight past-presidents, 
all but one of the past historians and material has been collected 
for the complete history of the Synodical and that manuscript 
will be filed in the near future. 


The work in Oklahoma for the period April 1, 1945 to March 
31, 1946 has gone forward with courage and earnestness of pur- 
pose and we can see proofs of spiritual growth among our women. 


One new Auxiliary was organized and officers installed. It 
was at St. Andrews Church in Oklahoma City, with Rev. Walter 
Bennett as pastor. 


Oklahoma was again 100 percent in giving for the Auxiliary 
Birthday offering. The per capita gift was the highest of any 
Synodical in the General Assembly. 


The Annual Synodical Meeting was held at Goodland October 
25th and 26th, 1945. Mrs. George Floyd Montgomery of Mari- 
etta,. Georgia, gave the address on Home Missions. The worship 
services were led by Rev. Coleman Luck with the Goodland School 
taking part. Mrs. W. B. Morrison, member of Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Woman’s Work, gave our Motto and Challenge. Rey. 
R. M. Firebaugh, superintendent of Home Missions, Synod of 
Oklahoma, gave us valuable information. Mrs. Chris Matheson 
led the Thanksgiving Service for all who served. Rev. Frank 
Camp of Synod’s Committee on Woman’s Work, brought a mes- 
sage from that committee. 
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The Presbyterial Meetings were well attended. Group con- 
ferences were held in all three presbyterials with good attend- 
ance. 


Church Christmas packages were sent to Christian families 
in the liberated areas of Hurope and Asia who had not had Christ- 
mas for a number of years. 


Reverand and Mrs. William Pruitt and children left for Africa 
as Missionaries. 


Vacation Bible Schools were conducted in many of the local 
churches, and World Day of Prayer Meetings were conducted. 


Three years ago Indian Presbyterial started a fund for 
O. P. C. named the Melvina Baca Scholarship, raising $100 each 
year for that cause. This year the amount was $119. 


Indian Presbyterial was among the first to meet her quota 
of Contributions to the Historical Foundation Fund. 


There has been marked improvement in the use of the Survey 
and ‘‘The Day by Day’’, and ‘‘Presbyterian Guide’’. This is most 
gratifying to know that they are making an effort to use ma- 
terial recommended by the Committee of Women’s Work. Many 
of our churches are still without pastors and we do pray that these 
vacancies will soon be filled. 


Under the leadership of our very fine Synodical President, 
Mrs. D. A. Stovall, much good work has been done and without 
her interest in each Auxiliary we could not have carried on the 
work in the manner which we feel sure is well-pleasing in His 
sight. 


Mrs. J. C. Gunter, Durant, Oklahoma, who is president of 
the Woman’s Auxiliary to the Synod of Oklahoma for 1947-1949 
is of Chickasaw Indian and Irish descent. She is the daughter 
of the late Judge William Harrison Jackson and Anna Donovan 
Jackson. Mrs. Gunter, who is the tenth president of Synodical, 
is the first Indian woman to serve in this capacity. She is giving 
much of her time and talent, and feels daily the blessing that 
comes with the privilege of serving her Lord and Master. 
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OKLAHOMA WAR MEMORIAL—WORLD WAR II 


Part XVII* 


HARVIE J. ARNOLD, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. C. E. 
Marks, Mother, 2101 N. W. 33rd St., Oklahoma City. Born Feb- 
ruary 10,1925. Enlisted February 8, 1943. Awarded Expert Aerial 
Gunnery Medal. Member of Baptist Church. Graduated from Cen- 
tral High School. Died June 18, 1944 (official date), in action 
in Rennes, France. 


JAMES B. ATKINSON, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Seminole, Seminole County. Mrs. Dortha M. At- 
kinson, Wife, 106 Alma St., Houston 9, Texas. Born February 19, 
1920. Enlisted January, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Air Medal. Member of the Methodist Church. Attended 
High School four years. Served as Navigator in the Highth Army 
Air Force. Died August 15, 1943 (official date), when airplane 
plunged into the English Channel after a raid over France. 


WILLIAM F. BAKER, Private, U.S. Army. Home address: Lind- 
say, Grady County. Mrs. Katie Baker, Mother, Rte. 3, Lindsay. 


* The purpose of the Oklahoma War Memorial—World War II, in addi- 
tion to the publication of brief biographies of the State’s war dead in 
The Chronicles, is the preservation of a record of the interests and achieve- 
ments of each one of these who gave their lives in the service of their 
country in World War II. The records in the archives of the Historical 
Society will continue to hold their memory in honor and will be a source 
of pride to their relatives and to all who have an interest in Oklahoma 
history as the years pass. Word has come to the Editorial Department 
that in some instances complete information from the War and Navy de- 
partments is not yet available. We ask that when additional informa- 
tion is received with reference to a service record that it be forwarded 
to the Oklahoma Historical Society, to be placed with other data that 
may have already been placed in the War Memorial—World War II. 


—Muriel H. Wright 
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Born August 22, 1923. Enlisted March 1, 1943. Member of the 
Baptist Church, Lindsay. Graduated from Cox City High School. 
Died June 19, 1944 (official date), when the LST on which he 
was serving, was sunk off the coast of France. 


ANDY BALDRIDGH, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Vian, Sequoyah County. Mrs. Mary L. Baldridge, Mother, 
Vian. Born May 27, 1920. Enlisted January 14, 1942. Decora- 
tion: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended publie schools of 
Sallisaw. Died February 9, 1945, in Germany. 


JAMES BAXTER, Private, First Class, U. S. Marine Corps. Home 
address: Fox, Carter County. Mr. and Mrs. Hobart Baxter, Parents, 
Davis. Born July 18, 1923. Enlisted January 8, 1948. Decor- 
ations: Order of the Purple Heart; World War II Victory Medal, 
awarded posthumously. Died May 26, 1945, on Okinawa, Ryukyu 
Islands. 


ARCHIBALD KELLY BEALL, Private, First Class, U. 8S. Army. 
Home address: Cushing, Lincoln County. Mr. and Mrs. James 
Beall, Parents, Rte. 1, Cushing. Born March 25, 1921. Enlisted 
July 7, 1942. Awarded Sharpshooter Medal. Member of the Bap- 
tist Church. Attended Cushing High School. Active in the work 
of the Future Farmers of America. Died March 13, 1945, in action 
in Germany. 


ROBERT NELSON BERRY, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Stillwater, Payne County. Lieutenant-Governor 
and Mrs. James E. Berry, Parents, 502 Duck Street, Stillwater. 
Born May 27, 1923. Enlisted May 21, 1943. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart; Combat Infantry Badge; Huropean Campaign 
Medal. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Graduated from Junior College, Went- 
worth Military Academy, Lexington, Missouri, in May, 1943. Died 
April 25, 1945, near Furth, Germany. 


WILBUR NORMAN BILLINGSLEY, Private, First Class, U. S. 
Army. Home address: Broken Bow, McCurtain County. Mr. 
and Mrs. Julious Billingsley, Parents, Rte. 1, Broken Bow. Born 
October 12, 1925. Enlisted March 31, 1944. Decoration: Order 
of the Purple Heart. Member of the Methodist Church, Honey 
Grove. Attended Idabel Gray High School two years. Died April 
4, 1945, in action at Veldrom, Germany. 


CECIL BLACK, Sergeant, U. 8. Army. Home address: Heavener, 
Le Flore County. Mrs. Mary K. Black, Mother, Heavener. Born 
July 29, 1913. Enlisted September 5, 1935. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart; Presidential Accolade, both of which were 
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awarded posthumously. Attended Heavener High School. Cap- 
tured by the Japanese on Corregidor Island, he twice escaped 
death when the Japanese prison ships on which he was being 
transported, were sunk. Died January 9, 1945 aboard the third 
prison ship. 


TILLMAN HAYES BLACK, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Fairland, Ottawa County. Mrs. Bessie Black, 
Mother, Rte. 2, Fairland. Born March 21, 1918. Enlisted June 18, 
1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member of Cath- 
olic Church. Attended public schools of Fairland. Died May 6, 
1945, in action on Okinawa Island. 


LOINA J. CAPEHART, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Ringling, Jefferson County. Mr. C. E. Capehart, Father, Rte. 3, 
Ringling. Born June 15, 1921. Enlisted November 27, 1942. Dec- 
oration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Woodrow School, 
District No. 13, Jefferson County. Died November 22, 1944,. at 
Tettingen, Germany. 


ELMER CAPSHAW, First Lieutenant, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Norman, Cleveland County. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Capshaw, Parents, 
733 South Lahoma, Norman. Born April 17, 1920. Enlisted June 
1, 1942. Attended public schools of Norman, and graduated from 
the University of Oklahoma with a B. A. Degree, June, 1942. Mem- 
ber of the Association of Oklahoma Artists, and twice won first 
prize in that group, for his work in watercolor, also won first 
place in watercolor at the exhibition of the Louisiana Art Asso- 
ciation, 1945. The Association of Oklahoma Artists has voted 
an annual award be given in his name, to the member whose work 
is voted by patrons, the best of the year. Died June 4, 1945, in 
a motor vehicle accident near Verdun, France. 


JOE ALVIS CAYLOR, Sergeant, U. S. Army Air Corps. Home 
address: Shawnee, Pottawatomie County. Mr. and Mrs. EB. E. 
Caylor, Parents, Rte. 2, Shawnee. Born May 9, 1924. Enlisted 
August 1, 1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Presi- 
dential Citation, both of which were awarded posthumously. Grad- 
uated from Prairie Valley High School, Seminole County. Served 
as a Ball Turret Gunner on a B-24. Died August 18, 1944, in an 
airplane crash near Kurmitola, India. 


KENNETH COLLINGS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Seminole, Seminole County. Mrs. Ruth M. Collings 
Wife, 619 W. Russell, Seminole. Born October 20, 1918, En. 
listed March 22, 1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. 
Member of the Baptist Church. Attended Seminole High School. 
Died January 10, 1945, in action in Germany. 
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CLIFFORD W. COMBS, Private, First Class, U. §. Army. Home 
address: Ada, Pontotoc County. Mrs. Elsie H. Combs, Mother, 
Gen. Del., Ada. Born March 5, 1926. Enlisted August 2, 1944. 
Member of Holiness Church. Died May 31, 1945, on Okinawa, 
Ryukyu Islands. 


ROY NEWTON CRAWFORD, Private, First Class, U. 8. Army. 
Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Craw- 
ford, Sr., Parents, 415 E. 15th., Tulsa. Born December 30, 1925. 
Enlisted September 16, 1944. Decorations: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Combat Infantry Badge; Bronze Star Medal; Asiatic- 
Pacific Theater of Operations, with two Battle Participation Stars; 
World War II Victory Medal, awarded posthumously. Member, 
Second Presbyterian Church, Tulsa, and of Sons of the American 
Legion. Graduated from Will Rogers Senior High School, Tulsa. 
Died May 23, 1945, on Oboe Hill, Shurt Fortress, Okinawa Island. 


ACE COX, Seaman, Second Class, Seabees. Home address: Pauls 
Valley, Garvin County. Mr. A. C. Cox, Father, Pauls Valley. 
Born August 20, 1926. Enlisted February 18, 1944. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Member of First Baptist Church, Pauls 
Valley. Attended High School at Maysville. Awarded Good Con- 
duct Medal. Died March 26, 1945, in the area of the Philippine 
Islands. 


THOMAS DWIGHT CRISWELL, Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home 
address: McAlester, Pittsburg County. Mr. R. E. Criswell, 
Father, 615 East Delaware, McAlester. Born March 5, 1923. En- 
listed November 28, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart, 
awarded posthumously. Member of the Baptist Church. Grad- 
uated from Seminole High School, Seminole; student at Oklahoma 
A. & M., Stillwater, at the time of enlistment. Had attained the 
rank of Eagle Scout in his boyhood days. Active in High School 
Athletics, attaining the District Championship in Wrestling, and 
won second honors in the state, in that sport. Served in the para- 
chute branch of the Infantry. Died June 6, 1944, on the Normandy 
Beachhead, Franee. 


DEAN J. CROCKETT, Corporal, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Cherokee, Alfalfa County. Mrs. Enid lL. Crockett, Mother, 210 
West Central, Anadarko. Born November 6, 1917. Enlisted in 
the National Guard, January, 1938; called to active duty in Sep- 
tember, 1940. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star Medal. Member of the Baptist Church, Cherokee, Oklahoma. 
Graduated from Cherokee High School in 1937. Died April 10, 
1945, in action at Krailsheim, Germany. 


GARVIN JUSTIN CROOK, Seaman, Second Class, U. S. Navy. 
Home address: Welty, Okfuskee County. Mr. and Mrs. Obe Crook, 


\ 
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Parents, Rte. 1, Beggs. Born November 27, 1925. Enlisted April 
5, 1944. Graduated from Gypsy, Oklahoma, High School in May, 
1943. Died in action April 16, 1945 (official date), while serving 
on the destroyer, Pringle, in the East China Sea. 


MARSHALL R. CROSS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Leroy Cross, 
Mother, 3613 N. W. 19th. St., Oklahoma City. Born July 14, 1924. 
Enlisted March 23, 1943. Member of the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Christian Church, Oklahoma City. Attended Classen High School. 
Died December 22, 1944, in action in Belgium. 


OVERLAND ‘‘BUNT’”’? CROW, Corporal, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Shawnee, Pottawatomie County. Mrs. Thelma Cora Crow, 
Mother, Rte. 8, Shawnee. Born March 9, 1923. Enlisted June 7, 
1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended Earls- 
boro High School. Died March 7, 1945, in action in Germany. 


PAUL EUGENE DECKER, Private, First Class, U.S. Army. Home 
address: Sapulpa, Creek County. Mrs. C. M. Decker, Mother, 
500 N. 4th St., Sapulpa. Born August 10, 1920. Enlisted in March, 
1941. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, Presidential Unit 
Citation, Silver Star. Member of the Episcopal Church. Attended 
Sapulpa High School. He was taken prisoner by the Japanese in 
the fall of Corregidor. Died December 15, 1944, while still a 
prisoner, on Formosa Island. 


JOHN PHILLIP DUNFORD, Corporal, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Lawton, Comanche County. Mrs. Johnnie M. Dunford, 
Wife, 916 S. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Born Jan- 
uary 1, 1922. Enlisted November 16, 1943. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart, Silver Star. Member of the Methodist Church. 
Graduated from Middleburg High School. Died April 12, 1945, 
at Hamburg, Germany. 


ARIE ZUR EDDLEMAN, Jr., Radioman, First Class, U. 8. Navy. 
Home address: Muskogee, Muskogee County. Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Zur Eddleman, Sr., Parents, 841 Gibson St., Muskogee. Born Novem- 
ber 10, 1914. Enhsted January 10, 1940. Decorations: Order of 
the Purple Heart, American Defense Service Medal, Presidential 
Unit Citation, World War II Victory Medal, all awarded post- 
humously. Member of the Boulevard Christian Church, Muskogee. 
Graduated from Muskogee High School in 1933; later attended 
the Muskogee Junior College, and Northeastern State College, 
Tahlequah, where he was a member of the Phi Sigma Epsilon 
Fraternity. He was the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. David Jones 
Eddleman, and of Mr. .and Mrs. C. H. New, all of them pioneer 
residents of Muskogee, now deceased. Died in action August 24, 


1944, near St. Brieuc, France, while attached to U. S. Naval Ports 
and Bases. 
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JESSIE HORACE EDWARDS, Private, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Yale, Payne County. Mrs. Sara Jane Kinnaird, Mother, 
Yale. Born August 4, 1909. Enlisted April 22, 1944. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Awarded Rifleman’s Medal. Member 
of the Baptist Church. Died December 24, 1944, in action in 
northeastern France. 


\ 

DON EDWARD ELLIS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Guthrie, Logan County. Mr. and Mrs. Ed Ellis, Parents, 
724 E. Springer, Guthrie. Born September 14, 1923. Enlisted 
June 3, 1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, twice, the 
last award given posthumously ; Bronze Star Medal, awarded post- 
humously. Member of the First Christian Chureh, Dewey. Grad- 
uated from the Dewey High School in 1941, as valedictorian of 
his class; attended Bartlesville Junior College, and was a student 
at Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater, at the time of his enlistment. 
The citation which accompanied the award of the Bronze Star 
Medal stated in part: ‘“‘When a direct hit from enemy 88mm 
artillery caused a dug-out containing four men, to cave in, Pri- 
vate Ellis, with complete disregard for his own safety voluntarily 
left his fox hole and started to get out the wounded men. He 
continued to dig and to assist in the evacuation of these men de- 
spite the fact that the position remained under constant shell and 
mortar fire.’? Died’ November 25, 1944, in action in France. 


GEORGE W. ELLIS, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: No- 
wata, Nowata County. Mrs. Mabel C. Ellis, Mother, 521 N. Hick- 
ory, Nowata. Born February 19, 1925. Enlisted July 22, 1943. 
Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Awarded Good Con- 
duct Medal, and Marksmanship Medal. Member of the Baptist 
Chureh, and leader in young people’s work in that organization. 
Attended Nowata High School. Served in the European Theater 
of Operations. Died July 18, 1944, in action in France. 


WAYNE R. FANSON, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Mountain View, Kiowa County. Mrs. Irene Fanson, Wife, 
522 South Webster, Norman. Born July 9, 1909. Enlisted in 
March, 1941. Graduated from Mountain View High School in 
1926, and from the University of Oklahoma, with a degree in 
Electrical Engineering, in 1931. Member of the Masonic Order, 
Mountain View Lodge. Imprisoned by the Japanese upon the 
fall of Bataan; participated in the Bataan ‘‘death march’’. Died 
October 24, 1944 (official date), when a Japanese ship that was 
transporting prisoners, was sunk in the China Sea. 


HENRY FERGUSON, Private, First Class, U.S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Rattan, Pushmataha County. Mrs. Mary Ferguson, Mo- 
ther, Rattan. Born June 7, 1920. Enlisted in January, 1942. At- 
tended the public schools of Rattan. Died April 15, 1945, in action 
in western Germany. 
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JACK LAVON FERGUSON, Sergeant, U. 8. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Custer, Custer County. Mr. and Mrs. Owen Al- 
bert Ferguson, Parents, Custer. Born April 22, 1920. Enlisted 
March 7, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, and 
the Air Medal, both awarded posthumously. Graduated from In- 
dependence High School in May, 1939. Served as an Aerial Gun- 
ner, U. S. Army Air Corps. The citation relating to the award 
of the Air Medal read: ‘‘For meritorious achievement in aerial 
flight while participating in sustained operational activities against 
the enemy from 26 March, 1944, to 2 April, 1944.”” Died April 
2, 1944 (official date), in action in vicinity of Steyr, Austria. 


JAMES WILLARD FERRELL, Fireman, First Class, U. 8. Navy. 
Home address: Bristow, Creek County. Mr. and Mrs. E. C. Ferrell, 
Parents, Rte. 3, Bristow. Born November 14, 1925. Enlisted No- 
vember 5, 1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; World 
War II Victory Medal, both awarded posthumously. Attended 
the Chureh of God. Attended High School at Pleasant Hill, three 
years; graduated from Drumright High School, May 21, 1943. 
Died April 12, 1945, in action when the U. 8S. 8S. Zellars, upon 
which he was serving, was hit by a three-man Japanese suicide 
bomber, off Okinawa Island. 


ROBERT J. FITZGERRELL, Technical Sergeant, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mrs. Ann D. FitzGerrell, 
Wife, Radio Station KCMO, Kansas City, Missouri. Born May 
2, 1912. Enlisted September 15, 1942. Decorations: Order of 
the Purple Heart; Combat Infantry Badge. Graduated from Tulsa 
High School in 1929. Member of Tulsa Local No. 94, Musicians 
Union, A. F. of L. Died January 30, 1945 (official date), while 
taking the place of his fallen Lieutenant, leading an attack against 
the enemy near Kosternix, Germany. 


RALPH VINCENT FLANAGAN, Sergeant, U. 8S. Army. Home 
address: Nowata, Nowata County. Mrs. Betty Jo (Flanagan) 
Covey, Wife, 549 South Pecan, Nowata. Born July 25, 1920. En- 
listed November 28, 1940. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; 
Bronze Star Medal, both awarded posthumously. Member of the 
Catholic Church. Attended public schools of Nowata. The cita- 
tion relating to the award of the Bronze Star Medal read in part: 
‘‘Despite intense enemy fire, they remained steadfast at their 
position, even when enemy shells landed so close as to explode 


the ammunition stacked around their howitzer.’’ Died February 
23, 1945, in Holland. 


RUEL LAWRENCE GARDNER, Private, First Class, U. 8. Army. 
Home address: Sweetwater, Roger Mills County. Mr. E. T. Gard- 
ner, Father, Sweetwater. Born December 11, 1919. Enlisted Oc- 
tober 8, 1941. Attended the Meridan Public School, Sweetwater 
Died March 5, 1945, in Germany. 
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JOHNIE F. GOKEY, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Stroud, Lincoln County. Mrs. Elizabeth Gokey, Grand- 
mother, Rte. 2, Stroud. Born February 28, 1924. Enlisted Feb- 
ruary 16, 1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Com- 
bat Infantry Badge; Philippine Liberation Medal, awarded post- 
humously. Member of the Baptist Church. Of Sae and Fox In- 
dian descent. Attended Sac and Fox Indian School near Stroud. 
Died April 25, 1945, in action at Mt. Natib, Calaguiman, Bataan, 
Puzon,-P. {. 


GEORGE GARLAND GUNTER, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Pawhuska, Osage County. Mr. E. R. Gunter, 
Father, 143 Orchard St., Pawhuska. Born November 24, 1925. 
Enlisted August 28, 1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. 
Member of the First Baptist Church, Pawhuska. Member of 
Knights of Pythias Lodge. Attended Pawhuska High School. 
Died April 7, 1945, in action in Germany. 


REX ALLIN HARRIS, Corporal, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Ponea City, Kay County. Mr. G. J. Harris, Father, 819 W. Grand 
Avenue, Ponea City. Born December 26, 1922. Enlisted Novem- 
ber 25, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Presiden- 
tial Unit Citation, awarded posthumously. Member of the First 
Baptist Church, Ponea City. Graduated from Ponea City High 
School, 1940; attended Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater, two years. 
Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal and Good Conduct Medal. Died 
July 7, 1944, in action near Normandy, France. 


CELO J. HARREL, Private First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Leedey, Dewey County. Mrs. Gladys 8. Harrel, Mother, 
Rte. 3, Leedey. Born March 19, 19238. Enlisted February 22, 
1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart and the Silver 
Star, awarded posthumously. Graduated from Liberty Center 
High School, Roger Mills County, May 16, 1941, as president of 
his class. Active in sports; won medals in the mile relay and 
high-jumping contests; four year letter-man in basketball, and 
captain of the team. Volunteered as a Paratrooper, and served 
with the 11th Airborne Division. The citation with the Silver 
Star stated in part: ‘‘Private First Class Harrel, a member of a 
machine gun section attached to a Rifle Platoon, did, with com- 
plete disregard of his own safety, remain behind to shoot a 
sniper who was firing into the men withdrawing. On so doing, 
Private First Class Harrel disclosed his position, was fired upon, 
and later died of wounds.’’ Died December 13, 1944, in action 
on Leyte, Philippine Islands. 


RAYMOND LEE HART, Corporal, U. S. Army Air Corps. Home 
address: Enid, Garfield County. Mrs. Luella M. Hart, Wife, 
Waukomis. Born May 4, 1918. Enlisted August 16, 1943. Dec- 
oration: Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from Enid High 
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School, May, 1937. Served as Tail Gunner on B-24 (Liberator). 
Died July 11, 1944, in action over the North Sea. 


ROY D. HASSELL, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Hollis, 


\ 


Harmon County. Mrs. Della Katherine Hassell, Mother, Gould. . 


Born May 5, 1922. Enlisted November 27, 1942. Member of the 
Church of Christ. Graduated from Gacasso High School, May 17, 
1939. Died November 23, 1944, in Eastern France. 


CECIL R. HATCHER, Corporal, U. S. Army. Home address: 


Cogar, Caddo County. Mrs. Ollie B. Hatcher, Mother, Rte. 1,’ 


Cogar. Born July 23, 1910. Enlisted December 26, 1942. Mem- 
ber of the Christian Church. Graduated from Mineo High School 
in 1929. Awarded Expert Rifleman Medal. Died January 16, 
1945, in action in France. 


JAMES FRANCIS HENDERSON, Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. James 
F. Henderson, Wife, 1142 8. W. 28th., Oklahoma City. Born June 
18, 1919. Enlisted in September, 1940. Decoration: Order of 
the Purple Heart. Graduated from Capitol Hill High School, and 
was a student at University of Oklahoma at time of enlistment. 
Served as a Paratrooper, 82nd Airborne Division. Died Febru- 
ary 21, 1945 in Belgium, from wounds received in action in Ger- 
many. 


GARLIN HEWIN, Seaman, Second Class, U. 8S. Naval Reserve. 
Home address: Stilwell, Adair County. Mrs. Jessie Hewin, Moth- 
er, Rte. 1, Stilwell. Born September 21, 1925. Enlisted August 
10, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Attended 
Bell School, near Stilwell. Served aboard the U. S. S. Nashville. 
Died in action December 13, 1944, when a Japanese suicide bomber 
erashed into the Nashville. 


ROBERT COOKE HEWITT, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Muskogee, Muskogee County. Mr. Perry 
HK. Hewitt, Father, 1111 West Broadway, Muskogee. Born Octo- 
ber 19, 1915. Enlisted in February, 1942. Decorations: Order 
of the Purple Heart; Distinguished Flying Cross; Air Medal, with 
one Silver and three Bronze Oak Leaf Clusters, representing eight 
additional awards of the Air Medal, awarded posthumously. Mem- 
ber of First Christian Church, Muskogee. Graduated from Mus- 
kogee High School, 1933; attended Muskogee Junior College two 
years, and the University of Oklahoma three years, where he was 
a member of the Kappa Alpha Fraternity. Employed by the 
Stanolind Oil Company at time of enlistment. Served as a Nav- 
igator-Bombardier on a B-26, attached to the 496th. Squadron of 
the Highth Army Air Foree. Had completed fifty-seven successful 


missions against the enemy. Died May 29, 1944 (official date), while 
on a mission over France. | 
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HENRY FORD HIGGINS, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Miami, Ottawa County. Mrs. Mollie Higgins, Mother, Miami. 
Born February 13, 1925. Enlisted July 26, 1944. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Member of the Baptist Church. At- 
tended Miami High School three years. Died May 22, 1945, in 
action on the Villa Verde Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


RICHARD A. HOBBS, Private, First Class, U. S. Marine Corps. 
Home address: Hollis, Harmon County. Mrs. Stella Hobbs, Moth- 
er, General Delivery, Erick. Born October 23, 1921. Enlisted in 
October, 1940. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Oak Leaf 
Cluster; American Defense Medal; World War II Victory Medal, 
awarded posthumously. Attended Hollis High School. Died Oc- 
tober 24, 1944, aboard a Japanese prison ship. 


PAUL GORDON HOLFORD, Seaman, Second Class, U. S. Navy. 
Home address: Okmulgee, Okmulgee County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Holford, Parents, 1013 N. Alabama, Okmulgee. Born 
June 5, 1926. Enlisted in July, 1948. Decorations: Order of 
the Purple Heart; American Defense Medal; World War II Vic- 
tory Medal, awarded posthumously. Member of the Methodist 
Church. Attended Okmulgee High School three years. Died 
March 26, 1945 (official date), in action aboard the U. 8. 8. Hall- 
igan, six miles west of Okinawa Island. 


CLIFFORD A. HOLLAND, Private, First Class, U.S. Army. Home 
address: Salina, Mayes County. Mrs. Mary Holland, Mother, Sa- 
lina. Born August 1, 1923. Enlisted January 20, 1943. Decor- 
ation: Citation of Honor. Died April 27, 1945, near Depelberg, 


Germany. 


ERNEST DOYLE HOLLEY, Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Stigler, Haskell County. Mrs. Margie Holley, 
Mother, Stigler. Born December 20, 1921. Enlisted September 
15, 1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Presidential 
Citation; Air Medal. Member of the First Baptist Church, Stigler ; 
Graduated from Stigler High School, Connors State Agricultural 
College, and from Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater. Awarded Mark- 
manship Medal. Served with the ‘Flying Circus’, 390th. Bombing 
Group, Squadron 528. The citation with the Air Medal, read in 
part: ‘‘For meritorious achievement while participating in sustained 
operational flight missions in the Southwest Pacific Area from 
February 21, 1945, to May 4, 1945.’’ Died May 17, 1945, in action 
off Mindoro Island, Philippine Islands. 


LESTER J. JOHNSON, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Wagoner, Wagoner County. Mrs. Adeline Johnson, Moth- 
er, Rte. 3, Wagoner. Born December 13, 1908. Enlisted April 2, 
1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Bronze Star 
Medal, awarded posthumously. Member of the Pentecostal Church, 
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Wagoner. The citation with the Bronze Star Medal read in part: 
“Volunteering to follow up an infantry battalion in attack to 
evacuate the wounded, he assisted in removing casualties from 
open areas at the front lines while under intense enemy machine 
gun and rifle fire and helped carry them over a rough and narrow 
enemy-infested trail to the aid station. While in performance of 
these duties with an infantry company he was fatally wounded.” 
Died May 38, 1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


DUANE LEO KEIFFER, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Helena, Alfalfa County. Mrs. Roscoe F. Keiffer, 
Mother, Helena. Born November 25, 1925. Enlisted February 26, 
1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Air Medal; Oak 
Leaf Cluster. Member of the Methodist Church, Helena. Grad- 
uated from Helena High School in 1942, and was a student at 
Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater, at the time of enlistment. Served 
with the 8th. Fighter Group, 35th. Squadron, Fifth Army Air Force. 
Died August 14, 1945, Kyusha Coast, Inland Sea. 


DOYLE PERRY KILGORBH, Sergeant, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Keota, Haskell County. Mrs. Ethel] Kilgore, Mother, Rte. 2, Keota. 
Born September 26, 1921. Enlisted March 7, 1941. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart, awarded posthumously. Died Feb- 
ruary 4, 1945, in the area of the Philippine Islands. 


WILLIAM OLNEY LACY, First Lieutenant, U. 8. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mr. and Mrs. 
L. D. Lacy, Parents, 4500 North Kelley, Oklahoma City. Born Aug- 
ust 28, 1922. Enlisted August 9, 1942. Decorations: Order of the 
Purple Heart; Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster. Member of the 
Lincoln Terrace Christian Church, Oklahoma City. Graduated from 
Northeast High School, Oklahoma City, in 1940. Attended Central 
State College, Edmond. Served as a Pilot of a P-47. The citation 
with the Air Medal read in part: ‘‘For meritorious achievement in 
destroying two enemy aircraft while on a fighter combat operation 
while over Germany and German occupied continental Europe.’’ 
Died September 10, 1944 (official date), in action over Germany. 


KENNETH LEO LADD, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Mutual, Woodward County. Mr. Walter W. Ladd, Fa- 
ther, Carmargo. Born June 22, 1924. Enlisted October 18, 1943. 
Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from Rich- 


mond High School May 19, 1943. Died November 8, 1944, at 
Kommerscheidt, Germany. 


ROBERT ERNEST LEE, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Joyee G. Lee, Mother, 
2915 N. Kentucky, Oklahoma City. Born October 17, 1923.” Hn- 
listed November 7, 1942. Decoration: Presidential Unit Citation. 
Member of Church of God. Graduated from Classen High School, 
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August 22, 1942. Served-as a member of the 101st Airborne Di- 
vision, the first full Division to be cited by the War Department 
in the name of the President. In awarding this citation, General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower said: ‘‘The 101st Airborne Division and 
attached units distinguished themselves in combat against power- 
ful and aggressive enemy forces composed of elements of eight 
German Divisions during the period from December 18 to Decem- 
ber 27, 1944, by extraordinary heroism and gallantry in defense 
of the key communications center of Bastogne, Belgium. This 
masterful and grimly determined defense denied the enemy even 
momentary success in an operation for which he paid dearly in 
men, material, and eventually morale. The outstanding courage 
and resourcefulness and undaunted determination of this gallant 
force are in keeping with the highest traditions of the Service.”’ 
Died January 6, 1945, in action at Bastogne, Belgium. 


LEVI MANUS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Proctor, Adair County. Mr. Joe Manus, Father, Rte. 2, Proctor. 
Born June 19, 1924. Enlisted in the spring of 1944. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Died February 2, 1945, in action on 
Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


SYLVESTER JOHN MARX, Private, First Ciass, U. S. Army. 
Home address: - Mocane, Beaver County. Mr. John L. Marx, 
Father, Mocane. Born October 29, 1919. Enlisted in July, 1942. 
Attended the public schools of the Nye community. Served in the 
Infantry as a Machine Gunner. Died October 4, 1944 (official 
date), in action near Moivrons, France. 


WALTER MILLER MATTHEWS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Mulhall, Logan County. Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. 
Matthews, Parents, Mulhall. Born July 20, 1922. Enlisted Jan- 
uary 18, 1948. Decorations: Combat Infantry Badge; Presidential 
Citation. Member of the Methodist Church. Graduated from 
Mulhall High School in 1941. Served with General Patton’s Third 
Army. Died November 25, 1944, in action in Hurtgen Forest, near 
Hurtgen, Germany. 


ROGER LEWIS MILLS, Captain, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Norman, Cleveland County. Mrs. Eleanor L. Mills, Wife, Hotel 
Lubbock, Lubbock, Texas. Born November 22, 1918. Enlisted 
February 18, 1941. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; 
Presidential Citation, both awarded posthumously. Member of 
the Presbyterian Church. Graduate of Norman High School; 
eraduated from the University of Oklahoma with B. 8. Degree in 
Civil Engineering, January, 1941. Died December 17, 1944 (offi- 
cial date), in action near Malmedy, Belgium. 


HAROLD A. MOREY, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mr. E. E. Morey, Father, 417 S. 
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Olympia, Tulsa. Born April 22, 1918. Enlisted in August, 1940. 
Member of the First Christian Church, Tulsa. Graduated from 
Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater, in 1940. Held a perfect record 
for grade, high-school, and college attendance. Died in December, 
1944, in action near the Island of Formosa. 


RALPH EDWARD MORGAN, Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Commerce, Ottawa County. Mrs. Edna Morgan, Mother, 
Commerce. Born October 21, 1923. . Enlisted January 3, 1943. 
Decorations: Silver Star; Bronze Star Medal; Presidential Unit 
Citation, all awarded posthumously. Attended public schools of 
Commerce. Served with the 87th. Infantry Division at Bougain- 
ville, Guadaleanal, and New Caledonia. The citation with the 
Silver Star read in part: ‘‘Sergeant Morgan led the assault and 
moved steadily forward at a crouch, firing his Browning Auto- 
matic Rifle from the hip. His fire kept the Japanese down in 
the pillbox and his squad was able to advance within hand grenade 
range. At this point, while reloading his weapon, he was fatally 
wounded by hostile machine gun fire. Sergeant Morgan’s cour- 
ageous action enabled his squad to quickly eliminate the hostile 
pillbox.’’ Died April 29, 1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine 
Islands. 


DEWEY D. MOORE, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Mil- 
burn, Johnston County. Mrs. Sadie May Moore, Wife, Milburn. 
Born July 15, 1914. Enlisted January 26, 1944. Decoration: 
Order of the Purple Heart. Died December 4, 1944, in France. 


KESTON EDWARD MULLEN, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Wagoner, Wagoner County. Mrs. Mattie E. Mul- 
len, Mother, General Delivery, Wagoner. Born July 14, 1923. 
Enlisted February 11, 1942. Member of the Holiness Church. At- 
tended public schools of Wagoner County. Served as an ambu- 
lance driver. Died December 17, 1944, in action in Belgium. 


FLOYD LEROY MULLENNAX, Private, First Class, U. 8. Army. 
Home address: Lela, Pawnee County. Mrs. Llewlleyn R. (Mul- 
lennax) Taylor, Wife, Sedan, Kansas. Born February 18, 1924. 
Enlisted July 14, 1943. Graduated from Morrison High School. 
Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Died February 5, 1945, 
in action at Luxemburg, Germany. 


CHESTER R. NUNN, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Madeline U. Nunn, 
Wife, 316 N. EH. 26, Oklahoma City. Born April 17, 1919. En- 
listed September 10, 1937. Decorations: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Silver Star. The citation with the Silver Star read in 
part: “‘.... when the progress of Company * * * was being serious- 
ly impeded by withering enemy machine gun fire, Private First 
Class Nunn, seizing an automatic rifle from a fallen comrade, ad- 
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vanced on the well-emplaced machine nest, firing the rifle in con- 
tinuous blasts. His heroic stratagem forced the hostile gun crew 
to abandon its position and withdraw to a nearby house where 
the Company captured eight of them.’’ Died April 1, 1945, in 
action at Obbedisson, Germany. 


ARNOLD PALMER, JR.,-Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Idabel, McCurtain County. Mrs. Sarah Palmer, Mother, Wheelock 
Academy, Millerton. Born February 27, 1925. Enlisted July 7, 
1943. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, awarded twice; 
Presidential Citation. Attended Gray High School. Member of 
the ‘‘Warrior’’ football team. Served as a Paratrooper. Died 
September 19, 1944 (official date), in action near Nijmegem, Hol- 
land. 


AMBERSE A. PARKER, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Okmulgee, Okmulgee County. Mrs. Myrtle M. Parker, 
Wife, Okmulgee. Born June 13, 1918. Enlisted September 1, 
1948. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, awarded three 
times; Combat Infantry Badge; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal 
with seven Battle Participation Stars. Attended public schools of 
Seminole. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Died May 30, 1945, in 
action on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 


CLARENCE P. PECK, JR., Second Lieutenant, U. S. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Stillwater, Payne County. Mr. and Mrs. 
C. P. Peck, Parents, 805 College Avenue, Stillwater. Born May 
16, 1921. Enlisted March 4, 1940. Member of the Presbyterian 
Church; member .of DeMolay, Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star. 
Graduated from Stillwater High School in 1938. Attended Okla- 
homa A. & M., Stillwater. Commissioned as an observation Pilot 
at Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas. Died May 22, 1944 (offi- 
cial date), in action over France. 


FRANK MARION PINNEY, First Lieutenant, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Stillwater, Payne County. Mrs. F. M. Pinney, Mother, 
‘1617 E. 21, Tulsa. Born September 12, 1917. Enlisted in May, 
1941. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Combat Infantry 
Badge; Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster; Presidential 
Citation. Member of the Christian Church, Stillwater. Past Mas- 
ter Counselor of the Stillwater Chapter of DeMolay. Graduate 
‘ of Stillwater High School. Attended Oklahoma A. & M. three 
years, where he was a member of Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, 
Pershing Rifles, Scabbard and Blade, and the Aggie Society. Died 
April 18, 1945, in action at Cebu City, Cebu, Philippine Islands. 


JOHN T. PLUMB, JR., Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Mattie 
Adams Plumb, Mother, Post Office Box No. 14, Oklahoma City. 
Born December 5, 1923. Enlisted in December, 1942. Decorations: 
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Order of the Purple Heart; Citation of Honor, both awarded post- 
humously. Member of the Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Oklahoma 
City. Student at Capitol Hill High School at time of enlistment. 
Served as a Gunner on a B-24 (liberator). Died October 10, 1944 
(official date), in action in the South Pacific, southeast of Balik- 
papan, Borneo. 


LEON EVERETT POND, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Depew, Creek County. Mrs. Hazel Pond, Mother, Rte. 2, Depew. 
Born December 7, 1924. Enlisted February 22, 1944. Attended 
the Baptist Church; Student in the public schools of Milfay, Okla- 
homa. Died February 7, 1945 (official date), in action in France. 


HERBERT LOUIS REYNERSON, Staff Sergeant, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Ruth 
HE, Reynerson, Wife, 1906 N. W. 28, Oklahoma City. Born July 4, 
1918. Enlisted June 2, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Bronze Star Medal, both awarded posthumously. Member 
of First Christian Church, Hope, Arkansas. Attended Hope High 
School. The citation with the Bronze Star Medal read in part: 
“Sergeant Reynerson led his squad in an assault on a house from 
which an enemy machine gun was firing. He threw a smoke 
grenade through a window, but was killed by enemy fire as he 
dashed to the door of the house. Sergeant Reynerson’s heroic self- 
sacrifice made possible the capture of this strong point and its 
defenders, who were forced out of the house by smoke, and prompt- 
ly surrendered.’’ Died March 9, 1945, in action near Heberingshof, 
Germany. 


CHESTER HUGH RICH, First Lieutenant, U. 8. Army Air Corps. 
Home address: Frederick, Tillman County. Mr. and Mrs. W. H. 
Rice, Parents, 203 S. 12, Frederick. Born April 27, 1921. En- 
listed in September, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple 
Heart; Air Medal with four Oak Leaf Clusters. Member of the 
Presbyterian Church. Graduated from Frederick High School in 
1939. Active in the 4-H and Future Farmers of America organ- 
izations. Served as Pilot of a P-51 Mustang fighter plane. Died 


August 13, 1944 (official date), in action near Falaise, Normandy, 
France. 


LEWIS DOUGLAS RICE, Major, U. S. Army Air Corps. Home 
address: Frederick, Tillman County. Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Rice, 
Parents, 203 8. 12, Frederick. Born December 27, 1918. Enlisted 
in May, 1940. Member of the Presbyterian Church; Graduated 
from Frederick High School in 1936. Attended Oklahoma A. & 
M., Stillwater, and the University of Oklahoma, Norman. Served 
as Air Force Instructor, Randolph Field, San Antonio, and at 
Amarillo, Dalhart, and Lubbock Army Air Fields: Assistant Chief 


Area Engineer and Head Test Pilot of Northern Indi 
Died March 29, 1944, in India. ndia and Burma. 
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LESLIE BENTON ROBERTS, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. 
Home address: Kremlin, Garfield County. Mrs. John Roberts, 
Mother, Rte. 1, Kremlin. Born January 25, 1926. Enlisted March 
22, 1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart; Presidential 
Citation. Attended the public schools of Kremlin. Died Decem- 
ber 17, 1944 (official date), in action near Walsheim, Germany. 


HARRY W. RODGERS, Sergeant, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Shawnee, Pottawatomie County. Mrs. Ollie Rodgers, Mother, 323. 
N. Aydelotte, Shawnee. Born August 4, 1922. Enlisted Novem- 
ber 16, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Combat 
Infantry Badge. Member of the Immanuel Baptist Church, Shaw- 
nee. Graduated from Shawnee High School May 23, 1941. Award- 
ed Good Conduct Medal, and Expert Rifleman Medal. Died March 
22, 1945, in action in Germany. 


JOHN PAUL SCROGGINS, Corporal, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Valliant, McCurtain County. Mr. John T. Scroggins, Father, Val- 
hant. Born December 3, 1920. Enlisted July 29, 1942. Member 
of Methodist Church, Valliant. Served in the 898rd. Tank De- 
stroyer Battalion. Died July 27, 1944, in action near Chorille, 
France. 


HERSHEL W. SMITH, Technical Sergeant, U.S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Okmulgee, Okmulgee County. Mrs. Lucy C. Smith, Mother, 
1118 N. Sherman, Okmulgee. Born November 10, 1924. Enlisted 
July 18, 1940. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member 
of the Pentecostal Church. Attended public schools of Okmulgee. 
Served with the First Cavalry Division. Died February 25, 1945, 
in action on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


JAMES E. SMITH, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Broken Bow, McCurtain County. Mrs. Nora Lee Smith, 
Mother, Broken Bow. Born May 12, 1924. Enlisted July 12, 
1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Graduated from 
Broken Bow High School in May, 1948. Active in the work of 
the Future Farmers of America. Died May 19, 1945, in action 
near Matina, Mindanao, Philippine Islands. 


RAYMOND LEROY SMITH, Private, First Class, U. 8. Army. 
Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Smith, 
Parents, 920 S. Lawton, Tulsa. Born December 31, 1924. En- 
listed May 10, 1948. Graduated from Muldrow High School in 
May, 1942. Awarded Good Conduct and Marksmanship Medals. 
Served in the Fifth Cavalry Division. Died February 20, 1945, 
in action at Pasay, near Manila, Philippine Islands. 


PHILIP FREDERIC SMITHLINE, Second Lieutenant, U. 8. Army. 
Home address: El Reno, Canadian County. Julie Smithline, Mother, 
510 S. Roberts, El Reno. Born October 5, 1921. Enlisted in August, 
1940. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member of the Lu- 
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theran Church, Honolulu, T. H. Graduated from Honolulu High 
School June 6, 1940. Served.in New Zealand, New Guinea, and the 
Philippine Islands. Died February 8, 1945, in action on Luzon, 
Philippine Islands. 


WILLARDEAN SPARKS, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Mangum, Greer County. Mrs. Cecil M. Weaver, Mother, 201 W. 
Johnson St., Mangum. Born February 14, 1919. Enlisted Decem- 
ber 26, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member 
of the Baptist Church. Attended public schools of Mangum. 
Awarded Marksmanship Medal. Served with a Refrigeration Unit 
of the Engineer Corps. Died December 2, 1944, in France. 


CLIFFORD JOHN TAYLOR, Corporal, U. S. Marine Corps. Home 

address: Broken Arrow, Tulsa County. Mr. and Mrs. Robert 

Taylor, Parents, Broken Arrow. Born January 9, 1921. Enlisted 

November 5, 1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; 

Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal. Member of the Assembly of God 

Chureh. Graduated from the Broken Arrow High School in 1940. 

Served with the Sixth Division of the Marine Corps. Died May 
23, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands. 


AUBREY ELLIS: TEAGUE, Technical Sergeant, U. 8S. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Kingston, Marshall County. Mr. Ander- 
son Teague, Father, 514 W. 10th St., Ada. Born October 10, 1915. 
Enlisted October 28, 1942. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. 
Graduated from Kingston High School in 1934. Held by the Ger- 
mans aS a prisoner of war, when his plane was shot down over 
Osnabruk; sent to the Stalag Luft Four Prison Camp, where it 
was said by a fellow American prisoner, that he was shot in the 
back by a German prison guard, for no given reason. Died June 
21, 1944, Luft Prison Camp Four, near Frankfurt, Germany. 


DON FRANCIS THARP, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Kingfisher, Kingfisher County. Mrs. Alyee Wakeman Tharp, Wife, 
Kingfisher. Born March 27, 1917. Enlisted in April, 1944. Dee- 
oration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member of the Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Wellington, Kansas. Died January 2, 1945, in 
action in Belgium. 


DAVID SLEETH THOMAS, Sergeant, U.S. Army. Home address: 
Perry, Noble County. Reverend and Mrs. David Thomas, Parents, 
517 West, Stillwater. Born June 10, 1924. Enlisted May 25, 1943. 
Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart twice, the last one award- 
ed posthumously; Combat Infantry Badge; Citation of Honor; 
Silver Star, posthumously awarded. Member of the Presbyterian 
Church, Perry. Graduated from Perry High School, 1941, where 
he served as President of the Student Council, and as President 
of the Honor Society during his senior year. Attended Park Col-. 
lege, Parkville, Missouri, and Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater. 
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Served with the ‘‘Timber Wolves’’, 104th. Infantry Division, 413th 
Regiment. The citation with the Silver Star read in part: ‘‘Skill- 
fully maneuvering his squad in advance to relieve a besieged pla- 
toon, Sergeant Thomas exposed himself to enemy fire to lead his 
men forward. Reaching a point 25 yards from an enemy machine 
gun, he coolly raised himself to an upright position, shot two enemy 
soldiers and rushed the enemy positions. In the fierce fire-fight 
that followed Sergeant Thomas was mortally wounded, but his 
men, inspired by the gallantry of their leader, captured the ob- 
jective.’’ Died March 24, 1945, in action in the vicinity of Asbach, 
Germany. 


KENNETH EDWIN THOMAS, Sergeant, U. 8S. Army. Home ad- 
dress: Hominy, Osage County. Mrs. Vesta C. Thomas, Mother, 
Hominy. Born January 13, 1925. Enlisted July 12, 1943. Grad- 
uated from Wildhorse High School May 138, 1948. Died January 
29, 1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


FRED MARVIN THOMPSON, Second Lieutenant, U. 8. Army Air 
Corps. Home address: Tulsa, Tulsa County. Mr. N. A. Thompson, 
Father, 2616 E. 13th, Tulsa. Born September 12, 1922. Enlisted 
February 26, 1943. Member of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Tulsa; President of Christian Endeavor and Sunday School Class 
at that church. Attended Oklahoma A. & M., Stillwater, where he 
was a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity. Former Assistant 
Seoutmaster of Troop 32, Tulsa. Active in sports. Served as Co- 
Pilot of a cargo plane flying supplies ‘‘Over the Hump”’ in India. 
Died June 19, 1944, in action near Sylhet, Assam, India. 


JACK DONALD TROUTT, Private, First Class, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Idella Ander- 
son, Mother, 2205 N. Kate, Oklahoma City. Born March 11, 1922. 
Enlisted March 11, 1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart, 
awarded posthumously. Member of the Baptist Church. Attended 
public schools of Earlsboro and Blanchard. Died December 7, 
1944, in action in Germany. 


T. J. TRUITT, Private, First Class, U. 8S. Army. Home address: 
Altus, Jackson County. Mrs. Lela O. Truitt, Mother, 216 E. Live- 
oak, Altus. Born October 9, 1921. Enlisted in the autumn of 
1942. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Bronze Star 
Medal. Member of the Tabernacle Baptist Church. Attended 
grammar and high school at Friendship School, Jackson County. 
Died May 21, 1945, in action on Okinawa Island, Ryukyu Islands. 


CARL JOE VESTAL, Private, U. 8S. Army. Home address: Law- 
ton, Comanche County. Mrs. Mamie Vestal, Mother, 1208 D St., 
Lawton. Born March 29, 1912. Enlisted October 2, 1942. Dec- 
orations: Order of the Purple Heart; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Medal with two Battle Participation Stars. Attended Marlow 
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High School. Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Died February 16, 
1945, in action on Luzon, Philippine Islands. 


FRED WESLEY WALKER, Private, First Class, U. 5. Army. 
Home address: Butler, Custer County. Mrs. Doris Faye Walker, 
Wife, Butler. Born December 4, 1923. Enlisted July 30, 1944. 
Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Combat Infantry Badge; 
Bronze Star Medal, awarded posthumously. Graduated from Butler 
High School in May, 1942. Member of High School Band, and 
active in sports. The citation with the Bronze Star read in part: 
‘(| , His Company was assaulting an enemy 75mm gun position 
when a call for volunteers to knock out the gun was answered by 
Private Walker and two other men. With the two men, he ad- 
vanced across an open field under heavy sniper and machine-gun 
fire. The patrol made their way to the gun position, killing five 
of the enemy on the way. When they reached the gun position, 
Private Walker volunteered to stay and guard it. Before rein- 
forcements came up, Private Walker killed three of the five Japs 
who attempted to retake the gun. His heroic and courageous ac- 
tions in the face of grave danger were an inspiration to all who 
witnessed them.’’ Died May 12, 1945, in action on Okinawa, Ryk- 
uyu Islands. 


THOMAS JEROME WEBSTER, Captain, U. S. Marine Corps Re- 
serve. Home address: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma County. Dr. 
Vera Bucheit, Aunt, 510 Leonhardt Building, Oklahoma City. 
Born July 13, 1918. Enlisted November 30, 1940. Graduated from 
Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana, in June, 1940, with 
a B. S. Degree. Died January 16, 1943, on board the Hospital 
Ship Solace, from wounds received in action on Guadaleanal. 


VINCENT EDGAR WEEMS, Seaman, Second Class, U. 8. Naval 
Reserve. Home address: Olustee, Jackson County. Mr. Oran 
Weems, Father, Olustee. Born April 13, 1924. Enlisted May 28, 
1944. Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart, and World War 
II Victory Medal, both awarded posthumously. Member of the 
Methodist Church. Graduated from Midway High School, Jack- 
son County, May 28, 1942. Attended Hardin Junior College, Wich- 
ita Falls, Texas. Died June 16, 1945 (official date), while serving 
aboard the U. 8. 8. Twiggs, which was hit by a Japanese suicide 
plane off the coast of Okinawa, Rykuyu Islands. 


LEROY WHALEY, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: Holden- 
ville, Hughes County. Mr. H. H. Whaley, Father, Holdenville. 
Born March 4, 1926. Enlisted August 22, 1944. Decoration: Order 
of the Purple Heart. Attended public schools of Spaulding, Okla- 
homa. Awarded Sharpshooter Medal. Died February 22, 1945, 
in action in Alsace-Lorraine, France. 
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KENNETH (KENNITH) UTAH WILLIAMS, Staff Sergeant, U. 
S. Army. Home address: Ada, Pontotoc County. Mrs. Dorothy 
(Williams) Weeks, Wife, 710 W. Monroe St., Belleville, Illinois. 
Born April 24, 1924. Enlisted December 7, 1943. Decorations : 
Order of the Purple Heart; Bronze Star Medal, awarded post- 
‘humously. Attended high school at Vanoss. The citation with 
the Bronze Star Medal read in part: ‘‘. . . On the morning of 16 
December, while in pursuit of two enemy soldiers armed with 
machine pistols, Sergeant Williams came upon a wounded enemy 
officer and took him prisoner. Later in the day, working his way 
well forward of his own lines, Sergeant Williams discovered three 
enemy tanks firing at a unit on his organization’s flank. Return- 
ing with information, Sergeant Williams so accurately reported 
his observations, that artillery and tank destroyer fire drove the 
enemy armored vehicles from their advantageous positions.’’ Died 
December 29, 1944, in action near Luxemburg, Germany. 


ISAAC CLARENCE WILLIAMSON, Staff Sergeant, U. 5. Army. 
Home address: MHeadrick, Jackson County. Mrs. Drucy J. Wil- 
liamson, Mother, Headrick, Born February 19, 1924. Enlisted 
April 27, 1948. Decoration: Bronze Star Medal. Attended Wheel- 
er School, near Wilson. Awarded Sharpshooter Medal. The ¢i- 
tation with the Bronze Star read in part: ‘‘. . . When his patrol 
leader became lost during a fire fight, Staff Sergeant Williamson 
assumed command of the patrol, reorganized his men, and led them 
back to the company, returning with vital information of enemy 
dispositions.’’ Died October 6, 1944, in action at Espinal, France. 


CHARLES KING WILSON, Fireman, Second Class, U. 8. Naval 
Reserve. Home address: Claremore, Rogers County. Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles M. Wilson, Parents, Rte. 2, Claremore. Born June 10, 
1920. Enlisted December 17, 1941. Decorations: Order of the 
Purple Heart; World War II Victory Medal, awarded posthumous- 
ly. Member of the Baptist Church, Sageeyah. Graduated from 
Claremore High School in 1938. Attended Northeastern Oklahoma 
Junior College, Miami, 1940-1941. Served aboard the U. S. 8. 
Jarvis. Died July 12, 1945 (official date), when the Ship was 
presumably lost on its way to the repair base at Nouema, after 
being badly damaged by enemy action off Guadalcanal. 


WAYNE E. WILSON, Private, U. 8. Army. Home address: Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Rosie Surface, Mother, Rte. 2, 
Oklahoma City. Born March 30, 1921. Enlisted October 24, 1942. 
Decorations: Order of the Purple Heart; Presidential Unit Cita- 
tion; European Theatre of Operations Medal with three Battle Par- 
ticipation Stars. Member of First Brethren Church, Gratis, Ohio. 
Graduated from Loveland High School, Tillman County, in 1941. 
Awarded Good Conduct Medal. Served as a Paratrooper with the 
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101st Airborne Division. Died December 22, 1944, in action at- 


Bastogne, Belgium. 


JAMES CALVIN WITHERSPOON, Private, U. S. Army. Home 
address: Jones, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Bessie Witherspoon, 
Mother, Rte. 2, Spencer. Born August 31, 1925. Enlisted early in 
November, 1944. Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Mem- 
ber of the 4-H Club. Student at Jones High School at time of en- 
listment. Died September 16, 1944, in action in Italy. 


DONNIE D. WOLFKILL, Private, U. S. Army. Home address: 
Britton, Oklahoma County. Mrs. Lorretta Wolfkill, Wife, 116 W. 
Bradford, Britton. Born January 30, 1917. Enlisted June 1, 1943. 
Decoration: Order of the Purple Heart. Member of the Baptist 
Church. Attended Putnam City High School. Died August 7, 
1944, in action in New Guinea. 
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Tribute given by Lieutenant General John K. Cannon at Ap- 
preciation Dinner for Lieutenant General Ira C. Haker, which was 
iheld in the Silver Glade Room, Skirvin Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa, January 24, 1947, at 7:30 p.m.* 


It igs always a great pleasure for any airman to visit Oklahoma. A 
pleasure because the people of this great State have demonstrated, through- 
out the years of air history, a deep-rooted interest in aviation. That in- 
terest has been strong and unfailing, providing a pillar of strength for air- 
men throughout the long years when air power was permitted to languish 
through national neglect. And that strength, in turn, has been a vital factor 
in promoting the growth of air power through thick and thin, enabling 
the wings of the nation to grow proud and capable once again. I assure 
you all airmen are grateful for these things. 

We have gathered here tonight to pay homage to and honor one of the 
World’s great airmen, Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker. Everybody wants 
him. Oklahoma claims him. Texas claims him. Oregon is trying to en- 
tice him to the far West. He was born in Texas, educated in Oklahoma, 
and has been at large ever since. Ye 

He joined the Infantry as a 2nd Lieutenant in 1917. He was drilling 
with his battalion at El Paso when fate took a hand. An Army airplane, 

unable to climb over the mountains, landed on the parade grounds. Waker 
walked over, chatted with the pilot, and examined the machine. He noticed 
a loose spark plug wire, fixed it, and helped the pilot to start the engine. 

“You seem to know more than I do about this,’ said the pilot. “Why 
don’t you get into flying?” 

“How?” asked Haker. 

“Fill out this blank,” said the pilot. 

Baker was soon on his way to flying school at Austin, and has been 

flying ever since. Pure chance gave him the first shove. He took over 
from there. He knew what he wanted to do and had a plan from there 
on out. 
: After serving short periods at Kelly and Rockwell Fields, he was as- 
signed to duty in the Philippines. Instead of absorbing beer in the Officers’ 
Club, he absorbed law at the University. While on duty at Mitchell Field 
in 1924, he attended night classes in business law at Columbia University. 
1933 found him at the University of Southern California taking a course in 
Journalism. Since then, three successful books and numerous published 
articles have come from his typewriter. 

During this time, he was not neglecting his administrative or flying 
duties. Distinguished Flying Crosses in peacetime were doled out like 
Hope Diamonds, but he won the decoration twice—on the Good Will flight 
around South America in 1927, which was done under rather primitive 
conditions, and in 1929 as chief pilot of the “Question Mark’, under the 
command of General Spaatz, which set an endurance record of 151 hours. 

On the morning of February 20, 1942, two taxis, containing seven 
*merican officers in civilian clothes, because of Portugal’s neutrality, halted 
at the barred gates of the Cintro Airport outside of Lisbon, honked their 
horns, but to no avail. The gate remained barred. A stocky figure left 
one of the cars, strode to the gate, unfastened the cross bar, swung it up 
with a hard shove, and marched back to the car. : 
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“Go ahead,” he told the driver, “we have to catch a plane.” 


Not many hours later, a Dutch KIM DC-3 arrived in England with Ira 
Eaker and his six companions—the seed of the mighty Highth Air Force 
which was to crash down on Hitler from the air. The incident of Haker at 
the gate in Lisbon was not only prophetic, but typical of the man who all 
his life opened gates while others sat and waited for something to happen. 
And always, as the future was so dramatically to portray, before opening 
the gate, he had a plan. 


But at this time, Ira had nothing—no flying fields, no airplanes, no 
organization. In his pocket was a secret paper, and in his head a firm 
conviction of three Air Force principles: (1) That there is no real defense 
against a superior Air Force; (2) that it alone is not sufficient to control 
the air or, for that matter, to destroy an Air Force in being. It is also 
necessary to destroy the ground installations from whose operations the 
enemy builds, maintains, and supplies an Air Force; (3) that if the air 
battle is lost, it is inevitable that the battle on the ground will also be lost. 


Duritig the next year, the tremendous intellectual and moral courage 
of the man was to be proved. The British wanted to integrate American 
crews into British units and have the whole participate in night saturation- 
bombing under British control. Haker was adamant in his insistence for 
a completely autonomous American Air Force, 

Next, the British insisted that the Americans equip and train their own 
units for night saturation-bombing, claiming that daylight bombing was 
prohibitively costly against German defenses. Again, Haker was adamant 
and held out for daylight precision bombing. 

A Board of twenty-one experts, American and British, met in Liverpool 
to appraise the B-17. Their report damned the B-17 as being unsuitable 
for operations over Western Hurope. Haker merely stuck out that chin 
and said, “They are wrong.” 

In January, 1943, Haker was called to the Casa Blanca Conference to 
defend his plan for daylight precision bombing against the oratory and 
influence of the still unconvinced British Prime Minister, Winston 
Churchill. German leaders, who later described Eaker’s daylight precision 
bombing as the decisive factor in their defeat, must now regret that the 
gates of the Cintro Airport, outside of Lisbon, were not permanently 
blocked on that historic morning of February 20, 1942. Thereby the entire 
course of the war might well have been changed. 


In January, 1944, his work completed in England, he was ordered to 
the Mediterranean as Air Commander-in-Chief, being the first American 
airman to command all allied Air Forces in any theater. Here his Stra- 
tegic Air Forces followed the pattern he had so successfully set in Eng- 
land, and his Tactical Air Forces set the doctrine, procedures and stand- 
ards for this type of aerial warfare for all theaters, 


His physical courage is the equal of his moral and intellectual courage. 
He led the first daylight precision bombing raid over Hurope on August Ale, 
1942. Not a plane was lost. 


During the invasion of Southern France in August, 1944, General 
Devers, Sixth Army Group Commander, was particularly anxious to ob- 
serve from a good vantage point the initial assault. He asked General 
Haker for help. General Devers was put in a piggy-back P-38 and spent 
two and one-half hours observing from this particularly fine vantage point 
the action on all beaches. Haker, in a single-seater P-51 Mustang, per- 
sonally led the fighter escort for this mission. 


A few days later, in company with General Devers and Admiral Hewitt, 
an inspection was made of the progress of the front line troops in the 
beach head. That night they were to spend on Admiral Hewitt’s flag ship, 
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LT. GENERAL IRA C. EAKER 
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which was lying off the beach head. Just at dark, as Admiral Hewitt and 
his guests were going up the gang plank, a German air raid struck. A 
stick of bombs was dragged right across the flag ship. It would have done 
your heart good to see those so-called old “fuddy-duddies” hit the deck 
and take cover. Several men were killed and many wounded. 


In the early fall of 1944, General Eaker was required to visit Moscow. 
Instead of taking a circuitous route through Tripoli, Cairo, Teheran, over 
the Caspian Sea, and up the Volga to Moscow, he elected to save time by 
going on a shuttle-bombing raid, hitting the Germans enroute, and landing 
upon completion of the combat mission in Russia. After completing his 
business in Moscow, he again took a crack at the Germans on his return 
trip. 

In March of 1945, as the war was drawing to a close, and with General 
Arnold a sick man, General Haker was called back to Washington to carry 
on the administrative burden of closing out the war and ushering in the 
peace. 

General Haker is one of the great inspirational combat leaders of the 
war. He is one of the world’s outstanding airmen. He is a distinguished 
and honored citizen of the State of Oklahoma and of our country. 

. General Maker leaves the service next month and returns to civil life. 
We shall miss him. All we in the Air Force can say to you, Ira, and to 
your lovely wife, Ruth, is that wherever you go, or whatever you do, God 
speed you and God bless you. 

*General Key, acting as Toastmaster, introduced a large number of 
celebrities of the Army, Navy and Air Force of the United States, and also 
called upon Judge Robert L. Williams of Durant, Oklahoma, President 
of the Oklahoma Historical Society, who emphasized the pride of the State 
of Oklahoma in General Eaker. President Adolph Linscheid, East Central 
College, Ada, Okla., spoke of the school life of General Haker while at- 
tending and graduating from Southeastern State College at Durant, Okla- 
homa and paid tribute to his character. 


Tribute by Major General William S. Key* to Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Ira C. Haker, on the presentation of General Eaker’s portrait 
to the Historical Society of Oklahoma. The presentation was made 
July 24, 1947 at 2 p.m. in the Auditorium of the Historical Building 
before a large group of distinguished guests. 


Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Guests: 

It is my desire to make it plain that while I appreciate the honor 
paid me by the president of the Historical Society of Oklahoma in being 
requested to present to the Society the portrait of this distinguished 
American, at the same time, I shall express my deep conviction that the 
task could be better performed by one more able in thought and in words 
than I. 

This occasion brings face to face the great, and perhaps the most re- 
markable epoch in the history of man and the stern, confusing hour of 
present American history. 

Just a brief time ago, we who sit here were surrounded by all of the 
danger, the distress, and the chaos of the greatest struggle America has 
ever known. This nation, whose history proves that it is devoted to peace, 
had been dragged into a world conflict. Once again we believed that our 
liberties were at stake; our way of living, bequeathed us by our first 
fathers and defended at Lexington and New Orleans, at Monterey, Gettys- 
burg and along the Rhine, were challenged, and we went forth to meet 
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that challenge with our army upon the land, our ships upon the sea, and 
our flotillas in the air. 


Germany under Hitler was a crafty, a trained, and a mighty foe. The 
history of World War II will reveal that at certain hours it was not clear 
who would be the victor in that awful struggle. There is a time in every 
contest where the choice of the hour for combat, the arrangement of a 
battalion or a regiment upon the field, the choice of a man to lead and 
direct, must decide for victory or defeat. Who can tell what would 
have been the story had another than General Hisenhower or Admiral 
King, or General Spaatz been chosen to lead the charge either on land, 
sea or air. ; 

So, as I see it at certain times, when the land forces of our country 
were interlocked with that of the enemy, and the question arose as to how 
we could blast the strength of central Germany from its deeply entrenched 
positions, destiny was with us. When General Spaatz called upon the man 
from Oklahoma, this man whose portrait today we shall place in the halls 
of this building, to honor it and keep sacred our devotions to liberty through 
the years to come, this man—Lieutenant General Ira C. Haker, was called 
and sent his air forces into and throughout the fields of the enemy to blast 
them into defeat. He went with a courage and skill that won him the 
recognition of the world and the devotion not only of his commanding and 
associate generals, but tributes from all liberty loving people of the world. 


Oklahoma, who nourished this man in his earliest years, whose homes 
have been those of his neighbors, whose schools and churches have been 
his friends, salutes him with pride beyond any measure of words this day 
as he comes to receive the best honor we can give him. 


Thank God, he has made it so that when history tells of its distin- 
guished men and women, it must also mention Oklahoma. 


We, the citizens of this young state, are proud of its distinguished men 
and women. We believe that liberty is not sustained and preserved by 
cold and static governments. What constitutes a state? Men-strong-minded 
men, who know their rights and dare maintain them—these constitute a 
state. 


Judge Williams, to you as president of the Historical Society of Okla- 
homa, it is my greatest happiness to present you in behalf of all the friends 
of Lieutenant General Haker, who, filled with admiration for his achieve- 
ments and fidelity to his citizenship in and love for Oklahoma, have made 
this portrait by a great artist, Boris Gordon, possible. 


This picture will hang in the Hall of Honor in this building through 
all the years, as long as the granite, the marble, and the steel shall give 
this building the power and privilege to protect it. Here our children and 
our children’s children shall come and look upon this portrait and shall 
gather lessons of honor and valour, and as America’s children have done 
through all its proud years, they shall go away and meet every trial and 
duty that may call them to defend their rights and their liberties. 


*After the Presentation Address by General Key, Mrs. J. Garfield Buell, 
Tulsa, introduced General Eaker. General Eaker spoke impromptu, and 
no record of his address was made, but a summary of his remarks is con- 
tained in the Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Okla- 
homa Historical Society, printed in the Autumn Issue of the Chronicles of 
Oklahoma. 
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SARAH ELIZABETH CREEKMORE WALLACE 
1866-1942 


Sarah Elizabeth Creekmore Wallace was born in Yalobusha County, 
Mississippi, on July 15, 1866. Her father was Hiram Caswell Creekmore 
and her mother was Ann Eliza Wier, whose ancestors came from England 
and Ireland in 1795 and 1804, settling at Charleston, South Carolina, but 
migrating, before the war between the states, to Mississippi. 


After the Civil War, Hiram Caswell Creekmore moved with his family 
from Mississippi to Texas, from the “South” to the “West”, in order to 
get away from the chaotic conditions existing as a result of the war. 
Sarah Elizabeth was only a baby at this time. In those days there were 
no banks available and, as it was before the time of “greenback” money, 
Sarah Hlizabeth’s father carried his gold in a belt and her mother wore an 
underskirt padded with twenty-dollar gold pieces. The family boarded a 
Mississippi steamer and went to New Orleans where they stayed at the 
famous old St. Charles Hotel. They then crossed over by boat to Indi- 
anola, Texas, and from there moved to Lavaca County, Texas. The father 
leased a large plantation near Hallettsville and planted it in corn and 
cotton. 

Their first year’s crop was destroyed by hail and most of the second 
year’s crop met the same fate. After he recovered from an attack of 
malaria, the father moved the family into Hallettsville, the county seat of 
Lavaca County, where he set up a blacksmith shop and built several busi- 
ness houses, including a saddle shop and a large woodwork establish- 
ment where plows, buggies, hacks, wagons and coffins were made. Nearly 
everything was home-made at that time. His account books contained 
the names of several Confederate officers who had moved to Texas after 
the war and had settled down to the peaceful pursuits of farming. In 
1869 Hiram Creekmore built a hotel and planted evergreens and shade 
trees all around it, making it a “show place” of the community. 

The family moved to Salado, Bell County, Texas, in 1873 so that the 
children could take advantage of Salado College, which was a great educa- 
tional institution in Texas at that time. Hight years later they moved to 
Hrath County, Texas, -where they settled on an unimproved farm. There 
they planted an orchard and pecan grove, the latter bearing valuable 
crops to this day. Both parents were devoted Christians, having joined 
the Green’s Creek Baptist Church in Erath County, and both are buried 
in the church yard near by. Five daughters and one son were born to 
Hiram Creekmore and Ann Eliza Wier, his wife. They were: born in 
Mississippi, Dovie Alice, on October 31, 1855, Ammie Gertrude, in October 
1857, and Sarah Elizabeth, on July 15, 1866, and born in Hallettsville, 
Texas: on September 20, 1868, Nancy Ophelia, and on September 8, 1872, 
Maud Hiram, and Louis Herman, born in Hrath County, Texas, on August 
13, 1881. 

Sarah Elizabeth Creekmore was married to Dr. William Thomas Wal- 
lace on May 11, 1885. To this union ten children were born, three dying 
in infancy, and those surviving: William Robert, Thomas Hiram, Jewel 
Creekmore, Herbert Calvin, Mary Josephine and Willard Grady. 

Dr. Wallace’s family moved to Oklahoma in 1869, settling at Wynne- 
wood, where he practiced medicine until failing health compelled him to 
retire, and where he died September 14, 1914. His surviving wife, Sarah 
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Elizabeth, with her children to provide for, bravely took up the task of 
teaching, and with Milas Lasater taught a pay school at Wynnewood. 
Later she taught in the public schools at Wynnewood and Pauls Valley, 
Oklahoma. 


Mrs. Wallace saw her seven children grow up to be useful men and 
women—influential citizens. She was not only a devoted mother, but a 
loyal friend, a consecrated Christian and an earnest worker in her church. 
She was a member of the Order of the Hastern Star, the D.A.R., and the 
U.D.C., and named the Sam Davis Chapter, U.D.C. at Pauls Valley, Okla- 
homa, and was its first president; she also belonged to the Parliamentary 
Law Club of Pauls Valley and took a great interest in civic affairs. 


After the death of her husband, Sarah Elizabeth Creekmore Wallace 
moved to Oklahoma City, where she spent her remaining years studying and 
writing, surrounded by members of her family. 


One proof of the unselfish constructive life which Sarah Hlizabeth 
Creekmore Wallace lived was shown in her devotion to her oldest son, 
William Robert, at the time of the death of his young wife. William Robert 
married Charlotte Roche Walker on April 20, 1915. She died in 1920, leaving 
a two year old son, William Robert, Jr. At that time Sarah Elizabeth was 
fifty-four years of age and had reared seven children, the youngest then 
being fifteen years old. Nevertheless, the grandchild, William Robert, Jr., 
was taken into her home. He grew to manhood, surrounded by her loving 
care. 


William Robert, Jr., was trained and inspired by all of the uplifting 
influences surrounding the family. He obtained a B. A. degree at Baylor 
University, Waco, Texas, and a degree in law at the University of Okla- 
homa. During World War II he became a special agent of the F.B.I. in 
California. Thus his success is a fruit of the efforts of his grandmother. 

She passed away in Oklahoma City, after a lingering illness, on October 
7, 1942, at the age of 76 years, 2 months, and 22 days, and was laid to rest 
in the family burial ground at Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. 

“Still in my heart thy loved remembrance burns, 
“Still to my lips thy cherished name returns.” 
Pauls Valley, Oklahoma. By Mrs. C. S. Bush 


CHARLES WALTER BOARD 
1869-1947* 


Charles Walter Board was born near Johnstown, Bates County, Mis- 


souri, on August 13, 1869, son of Elizabeth (Raybourn) Board and Nehemiah 
Board. 


His father’s ancestors came from Virginia, settled in Kentucky and 
then moved to Missouri in 1866. His father was a farmer and a druggist. 
Charles Walter Board had three brothers and three sisters: (1) J. W. 
Board, a physician and rancher near Dexter, New Mexico, (2) A. W. Board, 
operated a telephone system and a ranch at Hope, New Mexico, (3) M. A. 
Board, a druggist at Okemah, Okfuskee County, Oklahoma, and three sisters: 
oe steel (2) Anna, and (3) Emma Board, who taught school and lived at 

emah. 


Charles Walter Board received his educational training in the pub- 
lic schools of Bates County, Missouri and academic courses at Butler and 


*Okfuskee County News, Thursday, Sept. 25, 1947; Daily Oklahoman, Sunday, 
Sept. 21, 1947; Makers of Government in Oklahoma, by Harlow, 1930; History of 
Oklahoma, by Thoburn, Vol. IV, p. 1476, American Historical Society, Chicago and 
New York (1916); Okmulgee Democrat, Nov. 22, 1906. 
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Appleton in said State. In Missouri he became a farmer and for fourteen 
years combined farming and teaching. 


In 1905 he located at Okfuskee in the Creek Nation of the Indian Ter- 
ritory. For a few years there he was a farmer and merchant and operated 
a@ well improved ranch. In 1906 he was elected from the Seventy-Third 
District to the Constitutional Convention to participate in framing a Con- 
stitution for the proposed State of Oklahoma. He was active in causing the 
creation of Okfuskee and Okmulgee Counties! and served on the following 
committees :— 

1. Private Corporations 

2. Salaries and Compensation of Public Officers 
3. Convention Accounts and Bxpenses 

4, Judicial Apportionment . 

5. Public Debt and Public Works, 


and introduced the following propositions:— 
19. Relating to Separate Schools 
20. To Provide for a State Printery 
213. Relating to Corporations 
214. Relating to Election of all State Officers. 


_ At the election held on September 17, 1907 to pass on the proposed 
Constitution, he was elected as Registrar of deeds of Okfuskee County 
and was re-elected in 1910. In 1912 he was elected State Senator from 
the Twenty-Second Senatorial District and was Chairman of the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections. In 1914 he was re-elected to the State Senate 
in the Fifth Legislature and was again Chairman of the Committee on 
Privileges and Elections and a member of the following committees :— 


1. Ways and Means 

Revenue and Taxation 

Roads and Highways 

Enrolled and Engrossed Bills 
Irrigation and Drainage 

Geological Survey 

Legislative and Judicial Apportionment 
Oil and gas, 


and was also author of a bill establishing a system of cotton weighing 
and was a joint author of a bill providing for the payment of election 
inspectors. 


At Butler, Missouri, in 1893, he was married to Miss Gertrude Raybourn 
and to that union came the following children: two sons, (1) Raymond 
Board, Boise City, Oklahoma, Speaker of the House of the present Legis- 
lature, and (2) Guy Board, Boise City, Oklahoma, and two daughters (1) 
Mary (Mrs. Gene Catlett), Houston, Texas, and (2) Gertrude (Mrs. Roy 
Parham), Okemah, Oklahoma. 


He was a 32° Mason, Knight of Pythias, Odd Fellow, member of the 
local camp of Woodmen of the World, Okemah Lodge of Royal Neighbors, 
M.W.A.; K.P. and while he was a State Senator, during his second bien- 
nium, he was President of the State Senate and had served as Chairman 
of the Democratic Central Committee of Okfuskee County and was a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church, an elder, and for thirty years had taught 
a class in its Sunday School. 


Beginning in 1924 he became head of the Oil and Gas Division of the 
State School Land Division and served until during the year 1945 when 
of his own motion he retired. 


SOIC MA hs) 


1 Okmulgee Democrat, Nov. 22, 1906. 
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Walter M. McElroy states “Mr. Board and I were boyhood friends in 
Missouri; I have known him for more than fifty years* *. He was a loyal 
friend, a conscientious and faithful employee of the State”. 


Tobe F. McKenzie, attorney for the School Land Department states: 
“He knew land values in Oklahoma as perhaps no other man better under- 
stood them; he has saved the state money that would run into an unbe- 
lievable amount by the careful administration of his duties and the store 
of such knowledge he possessed”’. 


Miss Dollie Allen says “I worked with Mr. Board twenty-two years; 
he was one of the finest men I have known, devoted to his family and 
was a faithful and competent employe of the State in his careful administra- 
tion of his duties of the office.” 


Miss Dale Asbury, an employe in the Oil and Gas Division of the School 
Land Department states “He was considerate, kind, thorough in the ad- 
ministration of the duties of his office and saved the State thousands of 
dollars”. 


One of his favorite quotations as supplied by Tobe McKenzie was: 


“On the plains of hesitation s 


Bleach the bones of countless millions 
Who, at the dawn of Victory, 

Sat down to rest, and, resting, 

Died”. 

He died of a heart attack Saturday, Sept. 20, 1947, while preparing his 
Sunday School lesson for the class at the Presbyterian Church. Funeral 
services were held in the Presbyterian Church at Okemah on Sept. 22, 1947 
at 2:30 P.M. with interment in Highland Cemetery at Okemah. 


Durant, Oklahoma. By Robert L. Williams 


CARLTON WEAVER 
1881-1947 


Carlton Weaver, born August 25, 1881, at Mount Vernon, Texas, was 
the son of Henry Hamilton and Letitia (English) Weaver, and died August 
17, 1947, at his home near Wilburton, Oklahoma. 


His grandparents on his father’s side, were William A. and Amelia 
Weaver, both of the State of Tennessee; both of them died several years 
before Carlton’s birth; his mother was the daughter of Campbell English, 
early Texas settler who held land grants and a Notary Public Commission 
under Governor Sam Houston. 


He attended the public school at Mount Vernon, Texas. In 1889 he 
came to Pauls Valley, Indian Territory, and in 1900 moved to Ada, Indian 
Territory, where he entered the newspaper business in 1902, acquiring an 
interest in the Ada Weekly News; and in 1903, with his brother, Otis 
Weaver, as an associate, he founded the Ada Daily News. 


To further his education, he enrolled as a student in the University 
of Kentucky in 1904; in 1905-06, he was a student at the University of 
Oklahoma, where he was President of his class, and organizer of the first 
Democratic Club at the University, serving as President of that body. 


He married Amanda James Haynes, Ada, Oklahoma, on April 28, 1908, 
who died in 1933. No children were born to this union. In 1936 he married 
Dovie Kennedy, Wilburton, Oklahoma, and in 1938, a daughter, Mollie 
Letitia, came to this union, who, with Mrs. Weaver, survives. 


CARLTON WEAVER 
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He was elected a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, 1906-07, 
from District No. 87, Ada, one of the youngest members of the Convention 
and served on the following committees: Invitations: Geological Survey; 
Public Health and Sanitation; Insurance; Privileges and Elections. 


He was interested in perpetuating the history of the Constitutional 
Convention and in 1929 when the first re-union of the members of the 
Constitutional Convention since their adjournment in 1907 was held in the 
City of Okmulgee, William H. Murray presiding over the convention ap- 
pointed him one of the members of the committee which was to get in touch 
with relatives of deceased members and the living members of the conven- 
tion in order that adequate historical facts about them could be gathered 
and presented to the State Historical Society. It was pointed out at the 
convention that Judge Robert L. Williams had already assembled such in- 
formation and that Judge Williams should be made a member of the 
committee, which was done. 


In 1930, he was elected to the Oklahoma House of Representatives 
from Latimer County and made Speaker of the House of the session of 
1932-33. He was appointed and acted in that capacity without having served 
in the previous session. 


. He promoted the building of Latimer County Game Reserve in 1926 
and the building of State Highway No. 2 in 1927-31, led in the development 
of Lake Carlton in 1932 situated near the City of Wilburton. He also 
helped establish Robbers Cave State Park in 1935. 


He was serving as Latimer County Food Administrator in the early 
days of World War I, and then enlisted in the United States Army October 
13, 1918, and was assigned as a Private to Company B, 308th Battalion, 
Tank Corps, and received his discharge December 29, 1918. 


In World War II he served as Chairman of the Latimer County 
Selective Service Board for the duration and three years as Chairman of 
Latimer County War Finance, and was active in Red Cross work. 


He was interested in youth organizations and assisted in the Boy 
Scout movement in Wilburton, serving as Chairman of the first local mem- 
bership committee in 1926, and aided in the establishment of a permanent 
Boy Scout Camp at Robbers Cave near Wilburton in the same year. 


He was a member of the Baptist Church and to that denomination he 
rendered a service in 1940 when he organized the “Log Fire Revivals,” 
which were intended as religious retreats for men only. 


Perhaps Mr. Weaver will be best known to Oklahoma history as a 
newspaper man. After his experience with the Ada Daily News, he pur- 
chased the Latimer County Democrat, Wilburton, Oklahoma, In 1915, the 
name of this publication was changed to Latimer County News-Democrat, 
and he published this paper, with the exception of short intervals, until 
his retirement in 1943. 

He served as President of the Wilburton State Bank from 1933 to 1939, 
and he retired from all business in 1943 and took up his residence on his 
ranch near Wilburton. 

In addition to his wife, Mrs. Weaver, and his daughter, Mollie Letitia, 
he is survived by three sisters, Mrs. Mabel Warren, Mrs. Lulu Harris and 
Mrs. Lois Shelby. His brother, Jack Weaver, of Madill, Oklahoma, also 
survives him. 

He was laid to rest Wednesday morning, August 20, 1947 in Robbers 
Cave State Park near Wilburton. 


Oklahoma City, Okla. —By Charles Evans 
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DAVID DANIEL BRUNSON 
1873-1947 


David Daniel Brunson was born in Rome, Georgia, November 29, 1873. 
In 1876 the family came to Texas, locating near Breckenridge and it was 
there on the cattle ranch and farm that Mr. Brunson was reared and spent 
his youth. The parents again moved, this time settling at Amity, Arkansas, 
in which place, at the high school, he obtained his literary education. He 
chose law for a profession and entered the Cumberland University at 
Lebanon, Tennessee, completing his course in the month of February 1900, 
and receiving his degree of LL.B. In August 1901, he located at Coalgate 
and began his legal career. 


His father was Daniel T. Brunson, born in Lee County, Ga. in 1840 and 
settled at Rock Creek, now Rosboro, Arkansas. After the Civil War he 
passed his life on the farm and the ranch, but during that great civil strife 
he was a member of the Fourth Georgia Infantry Regiment, having fought 
in twenty-three battles of the war and being present with the command 
when it surrendered at Appomattox. 


Daniel T. Brunson was the son of -Almarine Brunson, a planter of 
Georgia and passed his boyhood and early manhood in acquiring an excel- 
lent education. The father married Eliza Woodard and all of their seven 
children lived to years of maturity. For his companion through life, 
Daniel Brunson chose Sarah Frances Cheves, a daughter of Frank Cheves, 
a merchant and farmer in Georgia. By this union fifteen children were 
born, and a remarkable feature of this family was the fact that there were 
three sets of twins. Those of this family surviving are: Frank A., of 
Rosboro, Arkansas; L. C. of Midland, Texas; David D. and Mary HE., twins, 
the latter wife of L. C. Herring of Amity, Arkansas; and Annie, who married 
Claude Herring of Amity, Arkansas; Thomas and Susie, twins, the former a 
graduate in civil engineering from the University of Arkansas and a resi- 
dent of Rosboro and the latter a teacher in the Coalgate schools; Ida is 
also a teacher at Coalgate, Oklahoma; Hula, the youngest, resides in Ros- 
boro with the parents. 


David D. Brunson was admitted to the bar at Lebanon, Tennessee and 
at Murfreesboro, Arkansas, and tried his first case at Amity. He was ad- 
mitted before Judge Wm. H. Clayton of the United States courts of the 
Central District of the Indian Territory and was identified with general 
practice at Coalgate and other points in his judicial district. Soon after 
his advent at Coalgate he formed a partnership with George A. Foochee, 
the style of the law firm being Foochee and Brunson. 


As a citizen, Brunson took a warm, personal interest in achieving 
Statehood and identified himself early with the Democratic party of the 
Indian Territory. He was a delegate to every Democratic convention 
of the state and a member of the platform committee in the convention of 
1908, at Tulsa. He spoke on the political issues in the campaign pre- 
liminary to the first state election and added his mite to the influence 
which secured the adoption of the constitution. He was identified with 
the question of public education in Coalgate and when serving as city 
attorney, drafted the ordinance submitting the proposition as to whether 
the city schools should be organized under a separate system, which pre- 
vailed. The question was submitted in May and a nine months school 
was held the same year. He was Mayor of Coalgate when the water- 
works system was installed, as well as when the school houses were built. 
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As a firm Foshee and Brunson were local attorneys of the Rock Island 
Railroad Co., and the Oklahoma Central Railroad Company, at Coalgate 
and for the First National Bank of Coalgate as well as for like institutions 
at Tupelo. Brunson was also attorney for the Murrow Indian Orphan’s 
Home of Coal County. He was appointed to the Oklahoma Supreme Court 
Commission in 1914 where he served until the death of George A. Fooshee 
at which time he resigned and returned to the practice of law at Coalgate, 
Oklahoma. He took an active interest in business affairs and at one time 
was President of the Burk-Brunson-Calloway Oil Company and interested 
in the Black Hagle Mining Company and several coal mine operating com- 
panies. In 1928 he moved to Ada, Oklahoma and practiced law there until 
July 1946 when he moved to Oklahoma City where he engaged in the gen- 
eral practice of law until his death on March 10, 1947. He was one of the 
principal parties and attorneys in the litigation of oil rights to the oil 
produced from the bed of the Red River. He was preceded in death by his 
wife. He was survived by three sons and one daughter and three grand- 
children: David Daniel Brunson, Jr. (an attorney) with his wife and son, 
David Daniel Brunson III, live in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; William T. 
Brunson, an attorney with his wife and son Wm. T. Brunson, Jr. live in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Robert L. Brunson, an instructor at Henderson 
State Teacher’s College, Arkadelphia, Arkansas lives at Arkadelphia, 
Arkansas; Mary Harvey Brunson, with her husband and daughter, Pamela 
live at Belfast, Maine.! 


By Robert L. Williams 
Durant, Oklahoma. 


L i . U, illustrated, 
1 A History of the State of Oklahoma, by Luther B. Hill, A.B., Vol. II, 
The oie He Company, Chicago and New York, 1909, p. 227. 


414 Chronicles of Oklahoma 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE OKLAHOMA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


October 23, 1947 


The meeting of the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society convened in the Historical Society Building, Oklahoma City, Okla- 
homa at 10:00 A.M., October 23, 1947, with the president, Judge Robert L. 
Williams, presiding. 


The Secretary called the roll, The following members were present: 
Judge Robert L. Williams, Judge Thomas H. Doyle, Dr. Emma Estill Har- 
bour, Mrs. Jessie R. Moore, Hon. George L. Bowman, Judge Harry Camp- 
bell, Hon. Thomas G. Cook, Hon. Thomas J. Harrison, Judge Robert A. 
Hefner, Mrs. Frank Korn, Mrs. Blanche Lucas, Hon. J. B, Milam, Hon. 
R. M. Mountcastle, Hon. H. L. Muldrow, Hon. W. J. Peterson, Judge Baxter 
Taylor and Mrs. John R. Williams. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle made the motion that absentee members be 
excused as having good and sufficient reasons for their absence. The 
motion was seconded by J. B. Milam and passed unanimously. 


Judge C. Ross Hume of Anadarko, Oklahoma, was introduced to the 
Board, who, in turn presented John R. Osborne, Grandson of Black Beaver, 
celebrated Delaware chief, Jack McClain, Great grandson of Black Beaver, 
Mrs. Hston Rice, Great great granddaughter of Black Beaver, also Judge 
R. L. Lawrence and Mr. Ray Holler of the Black Beaver Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America of Anadarko, Oklahoma, and Mrs. E. G. Johnson, 
Mrs. S. G. Ambrister, Mrs. M. P. Kidd, Mrs. Gertrude S. Phillips and Mrs. 
Nan Hughes of the Black Beaver Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution of Norman, Oklahoma. Judge Hume, in presenting to the 
Society a picture of Black Beaver, said: 


“Black Beaver, or Se-Ti-Ma-Qua, famous Delaware Scout and chief 
was born near St. Louis, Missouri about 1806, and is one of the best known 
Indians who ever lived at the Wichita Agency at Anadarko. In 1834, he 
accompanied the Dragoon Campaign under Col. Dodge on their visit to 
the Comanche and Wichitas, wild tribes of the plains. In 1846, he was a 
captain of Delaware and Shawnee Scouts in the War with Mexico. In 
1852, he was guide and scout on Marcy’s Expedition to the head of Red 
River. In 1850, he was guide for Elias Rector when the location of an 
agency and Reserve for the Wichita and Texas Reserve Indians was 
chosen. In 1861, he led the Federal troops from Forts Washita, Arbuckle 
and Cobb to Fort Leavenworth along what was later known as the Chisholm 
Trail. All of his property was confiscated by Confederate troops and he 
was never repaid for the loss. He returned to Wichita Agency and opened 
a farm on the south side of the Washita River where Anadarko now stands. 
He was one of the most progressive of the Indians, and was a leader among 
his own and associated tribes. He died in May 1880, and is buried in a 
plot near Anadarko, This picture was made many years ago, and was in 
the home of his daughter, Lucy Pruner, and later of his granddaughter 
Mattie Sturm, and about one year ago she and her brother John R. Os- 
borne here today, consented to give it to the Society, and it was sent to 
the University and a copy made and the original sent here last Spring. 
On behalf of these relatives I now present it to the Society”. 
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(See Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XXIV, p. 269, for an article entitled 
“Black Beaver” by Carolyn Thomas Foreman). 


Judge R. A, Hefner made the motion that the picture of Black Beaver 
be accepted and that thanks be expressed to all parties who assembled and 
presented it to the Society. George L. Bowman seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 


Mrs. Anzell McCuen was introduced to the Board that she might ex- 
plain her failure to report for duty as Chief Clerk of the Oklahoma His- 
torical Society, to which position she was appointed by the Board at the 
meeting held at Pryor, Oklahoma, in May 1947, and requesting a further 
extension of time in which to report for duty. Judge Thomas H. Doyle 
moved that Mrs. McCuen be given an extension of time to report for duty 
as Chief Clerk of this Society. W. J. Peterson seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 


The Secretary then reported the completion of the fire-proof par- 
tition between the Indian Archives Department of this Society and the 
space temporarily occupied by the Veterans’ of Foreign Wars and the 
Soldiers’ Relief Commission, which expenditure to be made out of the 
Private funds, was authorized by the Board at its regular meeting in July 
1947. 


The Secretary then reported that he had been advised by Mr. C. R. 
Smith, Superintendent of Buildings and Grounds that the replacing of the 
lighting system and the insulation on the fourth floor of this building 
should be completed about November 1, 1947; that it was being done by 
D. D. Layton Construction Company for the amount of $15,398.00 out of 
an appropriation by the Legislature; and that the Standard Roofing and 
Material Company is replacing the old pitch and gravel roof on the His- 
torical Society Building with a new twenty year bonded pitch and gravel 
roof for the amount of $4,610.86, out of the same appropriation. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle made the motion that the reports of the 
Secretary on the building of the partition in the basement and the in- 
stalling of the new lighting system on the fourth floor of the historical 
building be received and filed. W. J. Peterson seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 


The Secretary reported that the portrait of Dr. A. C, Scott which was 
recently presented to the historical society has been received and would 
be hung as soon as the repair work that has been going on in the museum 
is completed. 


The Secretary reported the following gifts to the Society: 


A beautiful collection of Alaskan Indian bead work consisting of the 
following: Winter boots for men, women’s dance boots, men’s moccasins, 
women’s maccasins, leather fur-trimmed gloves, doll head, dog whip, two 
beaded hand-bags, table mat, knife-holder, miniature fur suit for men, 
beaded belt for women, cigarette case, flint skinning knife, a booklet con- 
taining a school project of the sixth grade at Fort Yukon, a gift of Wil- 
liam C. Beach, a teacher in Alaska. 


A gold pen that President Wilson used signing the Federal Reserve Act 


in 1913, given to Senator Robert L. Owen by President Wilson, the gift 
being presented by Mrs. Dorothy Owen Whittemore, daughter of the late 


Senator Owen. 


The following articles, at the same time, were also received from Mrs. 
Whittemore:—A quilt made by Mrs. George B. Hester, mother of Mrs. 
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Robert L. Owen; small black silk parasol used by Mrs. Hester; hand 
embroidered dress trimmed with Irish crochet lace, Irish crochet blouse, 
coat and bag worn by Mrs. Robert L. Owen in 1911 and 1912; Christening 
dress worn by Mrs. Robert L. Owen in 1865; shoes worn by Robert L. 
Owen in 1856 when he was christened; medal presented to Mrs. Narcissa 
Owen, mother of Senator Owen, for art work exhibited at the St. Louis 
Fair in 1904; medal presented to Senator Robert L. Owen while he was 
in France; flask of Senator Owen; three miniatures set in gold breast 
pins—two of Senator Owen and one of Senator Owen’s brother, Col. Wm. 
O. Owen; eighteen Confederate Bills of various demoninations; two 
magazines, one containing an article about Senator Owen’s father when 
he was president of the Norfolk and Western Railroad during the Civil 
War, the other containing an article about the universal language that 
Senator Owen was interested in, for all of which the Society is truly 
appreciative, and same are to be placed in an appropriate case to be pro- 
vided by the Society out of its private funds. 


Three photostatic copies of documents: a land patent signed by 
President Andrew Jackson, a land patent signed by President Martin Van 
Buren and a Confederate bond, all the gift of Mrs. J. H. McBride. 


Picture of the Chickasaw Capitol at Tishomingo taken in 1898, the 
gift of Mrs. Agnes Fisher Colbert. 


Picture of the Last Re-union of Indian Territory Deputy U. S. Marshals 
in 1908 at Fort Smith, Arkansas, the gift of the Adjutant General of Okla- 
homa. 


Picture of the Old Tavern at Washington, Arkansas, the last place in 
the U.S.A., in 1836 as same existed, before crossing the Red River into the 
bounds of Mexico, the gift of J. T. Garner, Nashville, Arkansas. 


Picture of Ben Dwight, gift of his mother, Mrs. Mary Jane King, Okla- 
homa City. 


Copies of the New Age Magazine, presented by H. L. Muldrow for Clarence 
Brain. 


Cancelled check as endorsed by President Wilson, the gift of Mr. V. V. 
Kingsbury, Tulsa. 


Judge Baxter Taylor made the motion that letters of thanks be written 
to each of the donors of the above gifts to the Society. Mrs. Blanche 
Lucas seconded the motion which passed unanimously, 


H. L. Muldrow reported that through Mr. Clarence Brain of Oklahoma 
City the Society has been presented with almost a complete set of the 
National Geographic Magazine from Volume 1 to date, and that an effort will 
be made to secure the missing numbers from Washington, 


Judge Baxter Taylor made the motion that the omitted copies of the 
National Geographic Magazine be secured and that the Society be authorized 
to pay for the same out of its private funds. Thomas J. Harrison seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously. 


Judge Robert L, Williams advised that the Robert L. Owen collection 
recently given to the Society should be kept by itself in an appropriate 
case to be paid for out of its private funds. Mrs. Anna Korn made the 
motion that the President and the Secretary be authorized to inquire as to 
the cost of a suitable case in which to place the Owen collection, and con- 
tract for same. Mrs. Blanche Lucas seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 
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Mrs. Jessie R. Moore presented to the Society to be placed in the 
Indian Archives Division, the following documents relating to Governor 
Douglas H. Johnston’s service to the Chickasaw Nation as Governor of that 
Nation from 1898 until his death in 1939 with the exception of the term 
from 1902 to 1904: 


Minutes and Resolutions of the Conventions of the Chickasaw Protective 
Tribal Association organized by Governor Johnston to receive his reports, 
which met on November 11, 1929 at Tishomingo, Oklahoma, and on Sep- 
tember 18, 1934 at Seely Chapel, and again on July 26, 1939 at Seely Chapel, 
after his death; Notices of the death of Governor Johnston, together with 
copies of the Congressional Record in which appeared eulogies as to him de- 
livered in the Hall of Congress in Washington by Congressmen Boren and 
Cartwright of Oklahoma, and Rankin of Mississippi; and printed message of 
September 8, 1904 to the Legislature of the Chickasaw Nation. 


Mrs. Moore stated that she was presenting these valuable papers to 
the Society at the request of the present Governor of the Chickasaw Na- 
tion, Hon .Floyd Maytubby. Thomas J. Harrison made the motion that 
the Board accept the manuscripts as presented by Mrs. Moore and that 
they be filed with the Chickasaw records as a part of the Indian Archives, 
and that Gov. Maytubby be thanked for causing them to be presented to 
the Society. W. J. Peterson seconded the motion which passed unani- 
mously. 


Mrs. John R. Williams presented a picture taken by her son, of the 
cemetery at Pearl Harbour showing the graves of the unknown dead 
from the Battleship Oklahoma. She also presented as a gift from Mrs. 
Frank Canton, a photograph of General F. M. Canton at the time he was 
Adjutant General of Oklahoma, and certain Commissions issued to General 
Canton; some back numbers of the Chronicles of Oklahoma; and some copies 
of the Stars and Stripes. George L. Bowman made the motion that the gifts 
from Mrs. Canton be accepted and that a vote of thanks be sent to her. 
Judge Baxter Taylor seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


Mrs. Anna Korn called attention to the importance of selecting im- 
portant dates to be observed in Oklahoma. The Chairman, Judge Williams, 
stated a committee would be appointed at the next meeting to attend to 
that matter. 


Mrs. John R. Williams stated that a young man of this city desired 
to present to this Society a Norden Bombsight, stating she would have it 
moved to the historical building if it were acceptable. Dr. Emma Estill- 
Harbour made the motion that the Norden Bombsight be so accepted. 
George L. Bowman seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mrs. Lela Fletcher Kidwell of Guthrie, 
Oklahoma, extending an invitation to the Oklahoma Historical Society to 
hold its next annual meeting at Guthrie. Mrs. Anna Korn made the mo- 
tion that Mrs. Kidwell’s invitation be accepted and that the annual meeting 
of the Society be held in Guthrie at a time and under such conditions to be 
designated later. Mrs. Blanche Lucas seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle reported that various school libraries had 
requested bound volumes of the Chronicles of Oklahoma. Dr. Emma Estill- 
Harbour made the motion that the Secretary be instructed to advise in- 
quirers that the Society has no bound volumes of the Chronicles for sale, 
but that it will cooperate in locating missing copies to fill out sets. R. M. 
Mountcastle seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
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List of applications for membership in the Society were presented by 
the Secretary as follows: 


LIFE: Ethel Brewer McMillan, Oklahoma City; Dr. O. C. Newman, 
Shattuck; Mrs. Cora Case Porter, Ada. 


ANNUAL: Ray Asplin, Oklahoma City; Emma K. Bangham, Lebanon, 
Ohio; Mrs. Imogene W. Barber, Oklahoma City; Loyd Bartlett, Oklahoma 
City; Mrs. Loula M. Campbell, Oklahoma City; Mrs. P. H. Dalby, Ramona, 
Alice Edson, Ames; Mrs. C. E. Goode, Oklahoma City; Charles E. Grounds, 
Seminole; Richard Haynes, Ada; J. W. Hockman, Muskogee; Mrs. George 
Hubbard, Oklahoma City; William Kiesel, Sr., Pryor; A. W. Lefeber, Mus- 
kogee; Mrs. Amy Martin, Oklahoma City; Mrs. Adin Maxon, Mooreland; 
Alexander W. Neville, Paris, Texas; George Dewey Peck, Stroud; John 
Pfalzgraf, Poteau; Mrs. R. M. Pope, Muskogee; Mrs. C. G. Reel, Walters; 
Irene Reese, Tulsa; Daniel Robinson, Muskogee; HB. HB. Sims, Oklahoma 
City; Evangeline Stahl, Oklahoma City; Mrs. Beulah Tidwell, Portland, 
Oregon; Emitt J. Tilly, Calvin; Dr. Divonis Worton, Pawhuska; Mrs. L. E. 
Wylie, Oklahoma City . 


Dr. Emma Estill-Harbour made the motion that the list of applicants 
be accepted in the class as indicated. George L. Bowman seconded the 
motion which passed unanimously. 


Judge Thomas H. Doyle made the motion that Dr. C. Q. Smith, Presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma City University, be tendered an Honorary Member- 
ship in the Oklahoma Historical Society, effective so long as he shall serve 
as President of said Institution. H. L. Muldrow offered an amendment 
that the Presidents of all accredited Oklahoma (A class) Colleges, to be 
selected by the Secretary and President, who are not already members, 
be tendered Honorary membership in this Society, effective so long as 
they shall serve as Presidents of said Colleges. Judge Doyle accepted the 
amendment which was seconded by Thomas J. Harrison and passed unani- 
mously. 


Thomas J. Harrison read his report as a member of the Fort Gibson 
Barracks Committee and stated that Mr. & Mrs. John Gray are the new 
custodians of the Barracks building; that the building is in need of a new 
roof and other repairs; that it will cost at least $600.00 to make the most 
necessary repairs. George L. Bowman made the motion that the Society 
out of its private funds appropriate $300.00 to be applied as to the roof 
and repairs for the Barracks Building provided the City of Muskogee, 
or the citizens thereof, and others, will assist in making the other necessary 
repairs. Mrs. Anna Korn seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


George L. Bowman made the motion that the reports of the Secretary 
and the members of the staff of this society be bound each year. Dr. Emma 
Estill-Harbour seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 


George L. Bowman made the motion that the meeting adjourn subject 
to call. Thomas J. Harrison seconded the motion which passed unani- 
mously. 

ROBERT L. WILLIAMS, President 
Presiding. 
CHARLES EVANS, Secretary. 


APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Dal Cree eee ee eee | enna 


To the Oklahoma Historical Society: 


I hereby request that the Board of Directors of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society elect me to Annual, Life, membership in the 
Society. In order to expedite the transaction, I herewith send the 


Bequired 166, So ee ae 


@Srened) 9c ST ee ee eee ee eee 


Pee OneAC PCRS pee tak ee 9) RN 2 eee 


The historical quarterly magazine is sent free to all members. 


ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP due (no entrance fee), one dollar 
in advance. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP fee (free from all dues thereafter), 
$25.00. Annual members may become life members at any time 
upon the payment of the fee of twenty-five dollars. This form of 
membership is recommended to those who are about to join the 
Society. It is more economical in the long run and it obviates all 
trouble incident to the paying of annual dues. 


All checks or drafts for membership fees or dues should be 
made payable to the order of the Oklahoma Historical Society. 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


Secretary, Oklahoma Historical Society, 
Historical Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 


I nominate for membership in the Oklahoma Historical So- 


ciety : 

SLAIN aI 6 see ee os Ee 
NGOTCGS wee es. ae 

2. Name 
Address 

3. Name 


AAGTESS Wer ee 


4. Name 


Address 


Dues: Annual membership is $1; life membership is $25. The 
Oklahoma Historical Society sends The Chronicles of Oklahoma to 
its members. 


Nominated by: 


Address 


THE OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


The Oklahoma Historical Society was organized by a 
group of Oklahoma Territory newspaper men interested 
in the history of Oklahoma who assembled in Kingfisher, 
May 26, 1893. . 


The major objective of the Society involves the pro- 
motion of interest and research in Oklahoma history, the 
collection and preservation of the State’s historical records, 
pictures, and relics. The Society also seeks the co-operation 
of all citizens of Oklahoma in gathering these materials. 


The Chronicles of Oklahoma, published quarterly by 
- the Society in spring, summer, autumn, and winter, is dis- 
tributed free to its members. Each issue contains scholarly 
articles as well as those of popular interest, together with 
book reviews, historical notes, etc. Such contributions will 
be considered for publication by the editors and the Publi- 
cation Committee. 


Membership in the Oklahoma Historical Society is 
open to everyone interested. The quarterly is designed for 
college and university professors, for those engaged in re- 
search in Oklahoma and Indian history, for high school 
history teachers, for others interested in the State’s history, 
and for librarians. The annual dues are $1.00 and include 
a subscription to The Chronicles of Oklahoma. A free 
sample copy will be sent upon request. Life membership 
may be secured upon the payment of $25.00. All dues and 
correspondence relating thereto should be sent direct to 
the Secretary, Oklahoma Historical Society, Historical So- 
ciety Building, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 


